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1 Introduction 

This report has been prepared on behalf of Bluestone Resorts Ltd as an addendum to an 

earlier Heritage Impact Assessment that supported proposed conversion of Blackpool Mill 

and its outbuildings (Lichfields 2020). In 2023 the wharf wall beside the mill collapsed and its 

replacement will require a new wall abutting the plinth of the mill and underpinning of a 

store building beside the mill (Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority planning 

reference NP24/0649/FUL). Blackpool Mill is listed grade II* (Cadw ref 6090) and the store 

building is curtilage listed. This addendum therefore assesses the potential impact of the 

proposal on the setting and significance of the mill and the store building. 

 

Figure 1. Site plan. 

The addendum is a desk-based report that concentrates only on the repair of the wall and 

does not replicate material in the original report. The site has not been visited in person, 

but relies on photographs provided by Graham Frecknall Architecture and Design and 

engineer’s drawings supplied by JBA Consulting. 
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The wharf adjoins the north-west angle of the mill, on the left (south) bank of the Eastern 

Cleddau, at SN 0597 1448 (fig 1). The wharf is recorded in the National Monuments Record 

(nprn 420658) and was briefly covered in a historic building record of Blackpool Mill 

(Hayman 2021). 

2 Historical Background 

Blackpool Mill was built in 1813 on the Eastern Cleddau and continued working until 1954. 

The store building had been built by 1846, when it is shown on the Slebech, Minwere & 

Newton Tithe map. The mill’s waterside location was deliberately chosen as it stands close 

to the navigable limit of the Eastern Cleddau. There was already a wharf at Blackpool by the 

end of the eighteenth century (Dashwood 1968), if not earlier, from where slate from 

Glogue Quarry was shipped until the arrival of the railway in 1853. The quarries at Glogue, 

east of Crymych and about 14 miles from Blackpool, had begun working in the late-

seventeenth century (Hayman 2021, 13). A new quay was constructed by the tenant in the 

early twentieth century and was used in the conveyance of goods central to a rural 

economy: grain, flour, foodstuffs, manure, stone and coal (Pike 1968, 14). 

 

Figure 2. Mill, wharf wall (on the right) and store building, photographed in 2021. 

Before its collapse the wharf was a slightly curving rubble-stone retaining wall with return 

wall at the west end and a coping course, on to which the uprights of a guard rail had been 

bolted (figs 2, 3). The wall abutted the plinth of the mill. The infill behind the collapsed wall 

included some modern material, which ties in with the rebuilding of the wall in the early 

twentieth century (fig 4). 
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Figure 3. Surviving section of wharf wall, showing its rubble-stone construction. 

 

Figure 4. The wharf, photographed in 2023 after the collapse. 

3 Significance of the Wharf Wall 

The significance of heritage assets is measured against agreed heritage values, as set out in 

Conservation Principles published by Cadw (2011): 

• Evidential value: This derives from those elements of an historic asset that can 

provide evidence about past human activity, including its physical remains or historic 

fabric.  
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• Historical value: An historic asset might illustrate a particular aspect of past life or 

it might be associated with a notable family, person, event or movement.  

• Aesthetic value: This derives from the way in which people draw sensory and 

intellectual stimulation from an historic asset. This might include the form of an 

historic asset, its external appearance and how it lies within its setting.  

• Communal value: This derives from the meanings that an historic asset has for the 

people who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective experience or 

memory. It is closely linked to historical and aesthetic values but tends to have 

additional or specific aspects.  

The wharf has high historical value because it demonstrates the importance of river 

transport in the pre-railway and motor transport period. It also contributes directly to the 

history of Blackpool Mill itself as an important means of conveying goods to and from the 

mill.  

The wharf is clearly visible in views of Blackpool Mill from Blackpool Bridge and in that 

sense contributes to the aesthetic value of Blackpool Mill. Blackpool Bridge is a grade-II 

listed building and is within Slebech Park, included at II* in Cadw’s Register of Historic Parks 

& Gardens in Wales. The wharf, as a visual component of Blackpool Mill, therefore 

contributes to the setting of both the listed bridge and the park. Evidential value is less 

important because the structure that collapsed was a rebuilding of the early twentieth 

century, except that it was a traditional rubble stone construction using local materials. 

4 Proposed Works 

The proposal is to rebuild the wharf wall and, at the same time, underpin the gable end of 

the store building, the long-term stability of which has been affected by the collapse of the 

wharf wall. Loose rubble and debris at the base of the wall will be removed. The wall will be 

underpinned by a reinforced concrete foundation on bedrock and will be faced with a pre-

cast concrete retaining wall of Redi-Rock Blocks with ‘cobblestone surface finish’ (fig 5). This 

is considered to be the most sympathetic solution, as it replicates the appearance of 

masonry (figs 6, 7, 8). At the abutment with the mill plinth there will be a separation layer to 

prevent permanent adhesion to the existing building. A pedestrian guard rail will be bolted 

on to the coping course. 

 

Figure 5. Example of a cobblestone block taken from Red-Rock brochure. 
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Figure 6. Plan of proposed works. 

 

Figure 7. Elevation of proposed works. 

The gable end of the store building is to be underpinned by reinforced concrete of 

approximately 0.5 metres width and 0.3 metres depth, although the precise specification will 

be determined at the detailed design stage. 

5 Impact Assessment 

The use of a concrete foundation for the wall should not have a visual impact as it is below 

the normal water line. The Redi-Rock blocks will create the impression of a masonry wall of 

regular courses, which is different from the previous wall. When first built this wall might 

look a little out of character and would contrast strongly with the masonry of the mill plinth 
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and the store building. However, it will allow vegetation to attach to the wall, which in time 

should blend in with the materials of the adjoining buildings. 

 

Figure 8. Cross-section of proposed works. 

The provision of a guard rail is obviously contrary to its former use as a wharf, but a similar 

guard rail existed here before the collapse.  
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