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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Permitting Service (Cardiff)

	Name of SSSI:
	Cors Erddreiniog SSSI (331) within 500m
Cors Goch SSSI (192) – within 1km 
Craig Wen/Cors Castell SSSI (137) – within 2km


	Type of permission:
	Variation of a Tier 3 bespoke permit for an inert landfill to: 
· revise existing compliance limits and monitoring regime specified for groundwater (Tables S4.2 and S4.6), surface water (Tables S4.1 and S4.5) and gas (Tables S4.3 and S4.4).
· discharge improvement conditions 1.3.2, 1.3.6 and 1.3.9
· administrative changes 
This assessment is therefore in reference only to risks associated with proposed changes to groundwater, surface water and landfill gas compliance limits and monitoring regime as required by the improvement conditions set by NRW..

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	07/12/2022

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a saved for information only 

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	Application reference: PAN-017660
Permit reference: EPR-RP3337SE  

	National grid reference:
	SH 48214 81065

	Description of proposal: 
	Variation to revise existing compliance limits and monitoring regime specified for groundwater (Tables S4.2 and S4.6), surface water (Tables S4.1 and S4.5) and gas (Tables S4.3 and S4.4) and discharge improvement conditions 1.3.2, 1.3.6 and 1.3.9.
This assessment is therefore in reference only to risks associated with proposed changes to groundwater, surface water and landfill gas compliance limits and monitoring regime as required by the improvement conditions set by NRW.
There is an engineered surface water management system already in the permit, which is not changing. The risk of emissions to surface water therefore remains unchanged. There will also be no need to change the surface water management system at the site and it will remain as the already approved scheme. There is no pathway from the site to the SSSIs via surface water in any case, and therefore has been screen out of consideration.
Additionally groundwater or landfill gas emissions themselves are not being changed as a result of this variation.
The compliance limits and monitoring regimes are being amended following the collection of data, and full assessment carried out by the applicant and NRW.
As a result of this variation:
· Suspended solids, Sulphate, and Phosphate (as Phosphorus) surface water limits are the same or lower than is currently permitted
· groundwater trigger levels and landfill gas limits have been amended in line with existing data


	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

CORS ERDDREINIOG
1. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials
1. Storage of materials

CORS GOCH 
1. Dumping, spreading, discharging or storage of any materials.

CRAIG WEN/CORS CASTELL
1. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any waste materials

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:
 
CRAIG WEN/CORS CASTELL
lowland acidic heathland habitat and base rich fen
Pathways considered – groundwater and surface water via permitted discharges

CORS GOCH
mesotrophic river types, raised bog and associated peatland habitats, neutral and acid grasslands, broadleaved woodland, as well as a mixture of marshy grassland, flush and wet heath. The site supports a number of species of special interest including the freshwater pearl mussel Margaritifera margaritifera, floating water-plantain Luronium natans, Atlantic salmon Salmo salar, otter Lutra lutra and a lichen assemblage.
Pathways considered – groundwater and surface water via permitted discharges

CORS ERDDREINIOG
Cors Erddreiniog is a large calcareous valley mire of national importance. There are three fen basins interconnected by the drainage system. Features of note:
1. black bog rush
1. narrow-leaved marsh orchid 
1. fly orchid 
1. columbine 
1. Fen dominants include great fen-sedge 
1. blunt-flowered rush 
1. purple moor grass
1. acidic nucleii with bogmoss
1. cross-leaved heath 
1. marsh gentian 
1. rich insect fauna, particularly of Lepidoptera and Odonata.
Pathways considered – groundwater and surface water via permitted discharges


	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 
No mechanism (hazard) greater than the already permitted- in some cases, emissions limited have been reduced. 

Natural Resources Wales is minded to issue the permission 

	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Louise Bailey
Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a saved for information only
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