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To:	Pete Morrison - Marine Licensing Team
From:	Rowland Sharp - Marine Area Management and Advice Team
Date:	27/06/2025 
Response to email from MLT dated 04/06/2025
Consultation: CML2493
Application Reference: Llanfairfechan seawall
Applicant: Conwy Council
NRW advisors consultation record
	Specialism
	Consulted 

	Marine & Coastal Physical Processes 
	☒
	Marine Water Quality 
	☒
	Benthic Ecology 
	☒
	Marine Mammals 
	☐
	Marine Ornithology 
	☒
	Marine Fish 
	☐
	Development and Flood Risk
	☒
	Conwy Environment Team
	☒

NRW Advisory comments:R
	Requires action

	

	Reference
	Summary
	RAG

	Receptor - Ornithology (O1)

	[bookmark: _Hlk177992900]O1
	NRW advises the work be completed outside of the wintering seaon
	AMBER 

	Receptor – Benthic (B1, B2)

	B1
	NRW(A) agree with the conclusions of the HRA that it has not been ascertained that the plan or project will not adversely affect the integrity of the Menai Strait and Conwy Bay SAC, due to the loss of intertidal mudflat and sandflat feature due to coastal squeeze.
Other than the loss of the intertidal mudflat and sandflat feature there will be no impact to any other benthic habitats or species.
	RED


	B2
	NRW (A) agree with the conclusion that the proposed works are unlikely to cause the deterioration of any TRaC waterbody or WFD Protected Area in terms of benthic aspects.
	GREEN

	Receptor - Marine Water Quality (WQ1, WQ2 etc)

	W&SQ3
	Consideration and assessment required of possible adverse effects of the resin to be used for sea defence repair.
	AMBER 

	Receptor – Physical Processes

	
	From a physical processes perspective the project will not have any impact to physical processes given that all works will not impact on the intertidal and the main crux of the project is maintaining the seawall and raising its height which are all works carried out above MHWS. 

	GREEN

	
	In respect of the coastal squeeze assessment, the HRA and WFD, we agree with the conclusions, Namely the conclusions of the HRA “It has not been ascertained that the plan or project, when considered alone will not adversely affect the integrity of one or more European Sites”.

	RED


	Receptor – Development and Flood Risk

	
	In terms of flood risk, we are generally satisfied with what the ML application is seeking i.e. “…..for temporary scaffolding to allow us to undertake flood defence works…” (below MHWS).

We requested additional information in terms of the terrestrial Town & Country planning application, in the form of a limited Flood Consequence Assessment. I do not believe that this would apply to the ML application which you are considering/determining.

	GREEN



Detailed Comments:
Receptor – Ornithology 
O1. RAG = AMBER
Due to the number of species associated with the Lavan Sands and Liverpool Bay SPA recorded in the wintering bird surveys, NRW advices completing the work outside of the wintering season to avoid disturbance. 
Receptor – Marine Water Quality	
CML2493 WFD Assessment / The Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017
W&SQ1. RAG = BLUE
Stage 3 Detailed Assessment: Assessment Table – small edit required 
We note that the proposed activity is SW (not NE) of the Conwy Bay WFD Water Body
W&SQ2. RAG = GREEN 
Upon review of the WFD CA we are satisfied that the proposed survey works are unlikely to have a significant effect on the water quality of the general location or result in deterioration of the WFD classification status of the waterbodies in which the proposed works are to be undertaken or within the zone of influence of the proposed works. Specifically, We agree with the WFD assessment that the proposed works have no potential to cause deterioration of any TraC water body or prevent a TraC water body or marine WFD Protected Area from meeting its objectives, taking into account the development and adherence to a suitable CEMP that satisfies the Competent Authority.
CML2493 - DOC 7 ERFCF2305N Llanfairfechan HRA.pdf / Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017
W&SQ 3. RAG = AMBER 
Further assessment required 
To assess the potential for adverse effect of the works, further information about the composition and ecotoxicological effects of the resin (e.g. Parex Epoxy Injection Grout) to be used for filling cracks on the existing sea defences is required. Further, additional assessment of the impacts of these effects and any mitigation should be included for assessment in the HRA.
Recommendation:
Pollution from accidental spillage and interaction with sea water may be mitigated through an appropriate CEMP. The CEMP might also include consideration of the time required for the resin product to cure (with reference to likely environmental conditions at the time of the works), and initiatives to prevent contact of uncured product with sea water (see concrete mitigation for details).
Receptor – Benthic	
CML2493 - DOC 7 ERFCF2305N Llanfairfechan HRA, CML2493 HRA.docx:
B1. RAG = RED
NRW (A) have reviewed the information submitted for the Habitats Regulations assessment and agree that pollution should be screened into the assessment but that any adverse effects can be mitigated through the production of a CEMP and the implementation of the measures set out within. 
We agree with the conclusions of the HRA that it has not been ascertained that the plan or project will not adversely affect the integrity of the Menai Strait and Conwy Bay SAC, due to the loss of intertidal mudflat and sandflat feature due to coastal squeeze.
CML2493 - DOC 8 ERFCF2305N Llanfairfechan WFD/ CML2493 WFD Assessment.docx
B2. RAG = GREEN
NRW (A) have reviewed the WFD assessment and agree with the conclusion that the proposed works are unlikely to cause the deterioration of any TRaC waterbody or WFD Protected Area in terms of benthic aspects providing that a CEMP is produced and followed. We defer to the Water Quality Specialist’s comments with regards to the proposed use of resin during these works.

Rowland Sharp
Senior Marine Advisor
Marine Area Advice and Management Team


ANNEX 1 – RAG status definitions
NB – The difference between RED and AMBER categories is the scale/magnitude of the request. If a significant amount of additional work is required then this should always be identified as RED.
	RED

	NRW (A) consider that major issues have been identified with a potential significant risk of environmental impact. In order to address this issue we may require provision of (no limited to):

· new baseline or survey data; and/or 
· significant revisions to baseline characterisation and/or 
· significant revisions to impact modelling and/or
· significant revisions to the environmental assessment and/or
· significant design changes; and/or 
· significant mitigation

NRW (A) would expect all issues to be adequately resolved before being able to agree to the assessment. Please note that we may be unable to agree with the conclusion of the assessment even following the provision of additional information.

	AMBER

	NRW (A) consider that issues have been identified that could make a material difference to the outcome of the decision-making process for this project. NRW (A) considers that these matters may be resolved through:

· Provision of additional information, data or analysis to support conclusions; and/or
· Further justification or clarification to support conclusions; and/or
· Revisions to impact assessment methodology and/or assessment conclusions; and/or
· Minor to moderate revisions to impact modelling; and/or
· Suitable mitigation measures that are adequately secured through any consent or permission given.

NRW (A) would expect all issues to be adequately resolved before being able to agree to the assessment. Please note that we may be unable to agree with the conclusion of the assessment even following the provision of additional information.

	YELLOW

	NRW (A) consider that issues have been identified that would not make a material difference to the outcome of the decision-making process but that a lack of information has been provided and/or an inadequate assessment. 

For future assessment we would expect these issues to be resolved. NRW (A) may not be of the same view with regards to significance or materiality in other cases or circumstances.

	GREEN

	NRW (A) has no significant outstanding concerns.

	BLUE

	NRW (A) has identified minor editorial errors with the information provided which would benefit from amendment but make no material difference to the conclusions.
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