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Rowlands View, Templeton, Narberth,

                                                                                                                       Pembrokeshire, SA67 8RG

                                                                                                          Tel: 01834 860464

                                                                                                            Fax: 01834 869156

                                                                                                             www.gdharries.co.uk

Jennifer Pocock 

Water Resources Permitting Team 

Natural Resources Wales

Cambria House, 

29 Newport Road,

Cardiff, CF24 0TP 

15th July 2019
Dear Ms Pocock,

Re: Transitional abstraction licence application number: PAN-004462 
Site name:  Blaencilgoed and Gelli Halog quarries

Thank you for your email of 11 July 2019 10:23 re Blaencilgoed & Gelli Halog Quarries (PAN-004462). You raised several queries which are addressed below:

Rights of Access
Our letter dated 18 June 2019 advised NRW of two lease agreements (not three as you refer to in your email) and a freehold area. You asked for copies of these lease agreements.  It now transpires that the area previously understood to be freehold is, in fact, the subject of a lease from our client’s holding company to its operating company.  Coincidentally, therefore, there are three lease agreements in place.

Please refer to the areas edged blue and lilac on the drawing  18 M14.104.D.18.pdf which was attached to our 18 June 2019 letter.
Area edged blue
I attach a file 2009.06.02 Lease Excerpts.pdf . This contains relevant excerpts from the lease dated 2 June 2009 explaining defined terms, their use in the context of Schedule 1 to the lease (Rights Granted) and the lease plan.
 
Area edged lilac
This area needs to be considered in two parts.  Firstly the area between the quarry and the public highway (the southern section) and secondly the area between the two public highways (the northern section).
 
· Southern Section
I attach a file 2001.10.01 Lease Excerpts.pdf. This contains relevant excerpts from the lease dated 1 October 2001 that explain defined terms, their use in the context of Schedule 1 to the lease (The Rights) and the lease plan.
 
· Northern Section
I attach a file 2011.11.08 Lease Excerpts.pdf. This contains relevant excerpts from the lease dated 8 November 2011 that explain defined terms, their use in the context of Schedule 1 to the lease (Rights Granted) and the lease plan.
Maximum Abstraction Quantities
With respect to 'maximum abstraction quantities' there is a fundamental problem. We understand that in the case where water is being abstracted for consumptive use then the maximum abstraction quantity during the qualifying period (2011-2017) can reasonably be considered to be a worst case scenario. However, in the case of quarries the dewatering is required to permit safe working. Would NRW consider it reasonable for an engineer to design a flood protection scheme based on rainfall data for 2011-2017? Hopefully not! They would instead expect the engineer to project forward to include a flood of an appropriate recurrence interval. The same applies to a quarry, if GDH say that 'the maximum amount we wish to have licenced is the maximum amount abstracted 2011-2017' then what should they do if 2020 is an exceptionally wet year and the choice is between letting the site flood or pumping out the additional water?  The amount of water that can be discharged from each quarry is controlled by discharge consents and we would suggest that the maximum annual abstraction should be the same volume as that on the discharge consent.
 
Evidence
Please find attached the meter calibration / certification details of the meter 

Additional requirements for dewatering applications
Please find attached the file Blaencilgoed Quarry Section Proposed Final Section.pdf which contains all the information that you requested. I also attach the file Blaencilgoed schematic.pdf which is a schematic drawing of the pumping operations as requested
I trust this answers you queries regarding our application, however if you require any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Kind Regards

Simon Dorken

Environmental Manager

DD 01834 862356

Email SimonDorken@gdharries.co.uk
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