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Application for a Minor Technical Variation 
The application number is: PAN-026222	
The permit variation number is: EPR/SP3936TL
The permit number will be: EPR/SP3936TL/V006
The operator is: Cenin Limited	
The Installation is located at: The Research Centre, Parc Stormy, Stormy Down, Bridgend, CF33 4RS	


Purpose of this document

This decision document:
explains how the application has been determined
provides a record of the decision-making process
shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.

Unless the decision document specifies otherwise, we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc203397524][bookmark: _Toc204262821]Executive summary 

1.1. [bookmark: _Toc203397525][bookmark: _Toc204262822]Application summary 

The Operator has applied to vary their permit to add the following new European Waste Code to the permitted wastes that can be accepted on site under their permit:

· 10 01 15: bottom ash, slag, and boiler dust from co-incineration other than those mentioned in 10 01 14. 
1.2. [bookmark: _Toc203397526][bookmark: _Toc204262823]Our decision
We are have decided issue the variation for The Research Centre operated by Cenin Limited.
 
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.
2. [bookmark: _Toc203397527][bookmark: _Toc204262824]Receipt of the application  

The application was received on 27/06/2024. In order for us to be able to consider the application duly made, we needed more information. We requested the following:
A letter of authorisation allowing Richard Stroud to sign the declaration on behalf of Cenin Limited. 
A letter requesting this information was sent to the applicant on 01/05/2025. Upon receipt of this information, on 01/05/2025, we were able to consider the application duly made. This means we considered it was in the correct form and contained sufficient information for us to begin our determination, but not that it necessarily contained all the information we would need to complete that determination. 


3. [bookmark: _Toc203397528][bookmark: _Toc204262825]Confidential information 

The applicant made a claim for no claim for commercial confidentiality, and we have not received information in relation to the application that appears to be confidential in relation to any party.
4. [bookmark: _Toc203397529][bookmark: _Toc204262826]Legislation 
The variation will be issued, under Regulation 20 of the EPR.  The Environmental Permitting regime is a legal vehicle which delivers most of the relevant legal requirements for activities falling within its scope. In particular, the regulated facility is: 
an installation as described by the IED; 
subject to aspects of the Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 which also have to be addressed.  
Any other relevant legislation  

We address the legal requirements directly where relevant in the body of this document. NRW is satisfied that the decision on this application is consistent with its general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources (SMNR) in relation to Wales and applying the principles of SMNR. In particular, NRW acknowledges that it is a principle of sustainable management to take action to prevent significant damage to ecosystems. We consider that, in issuing the variation a high level of protection will be delivered for the environment and human health through the operation of the Installation in accordance with the permit conditions. NRW is satisfied that this decision is compatible with its general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources
[bookmark: _Hlk83627093]
As the EPR regulator for Part A1 installations in Wales, NRW are required to determine any duly made Part A1 permit applications. This means that we must decide either to grant, or to refuse the variation based upon an objective assessment of the proposals against the detailed legal requirements of EPR. Our public participation statement[footnoteRef:1] gives more information on what can, and cannot, be taken into account when making our permitting decision. [1:  Natural Resources Wales / Public participation: how you can take part in our permit and licence consultations] 


The application, and this decision document, only considers the permitting of the facility under EPR as described throughout the document. We only assess the installation and its impacts and cannot take into consideration indirect impacts which are not as a direct result of activity within the installation boundary. 

Any proposed development and wider associated activities will be required to be compliant with all relevant and applicable law, for example, environmental law, health and safety law, planning law. This other legislation acts largely independently of EPR (although they may be inter-related). Such other matters are beyond both the scope of this document, and of our regulatory remit and expertise and are not relevant to our EPR permitting decision. Ensuring compliance with all other regulation and obtaining any required consents (such as planning permission) is the responsibility of those undertaking the development and is regulated by the relevant appropriate authority for each. 
5. [bookmark: _Toc203397530][bookmark: _Toc204262827]Consultation 

No consultation has been carried out on this application because it was not required for this type of application. 
6. [bookmark: _Toc203397531][bookmark: _Toc204262828]The Installation 
6.1. [bookmark: _Toc203397532][bookmark: _Toc204262829]The permitted activities 
The regulated facility is currently an installation which comprises the following activities listed in Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the Environmental Permitting Regulations:
· Section 5.3 A(1) (a) (vi): Disposal or recovery of hazardous waste in a facility with a capacity exceeding 10 tonnes per day involving recycling or reclamation of inorganic materials other than metals or metal compounds.

· Section 5.6 A(1) (a) Temporary storage of hazardous waste with a total capacity exceeding 50 tonnes pending any of the activities listed in Sections 5.1, 5.2, 5.3

An installation may also comprise “directly associated activities”, which at this Installation include includes:
Electrical power supply: 500 kWth diesel generator to supply electricity and residual heat for warming blending process. 


 6.2	Changes to the installation 

itself.  The only proposed change is to add the waste code ‘10 01 15 bottom ash, slag, and boiler dust from co-incineration other than those mentioned in 10 01 14’  to the permitted waste code table within the permit. There are no other changes to the installation
[bookmark: _Toc453077977]
7. [bookmark: _Toc203397533][bookmark: _Toc204262830]Environmental Management System 
[bookmark: _Toc453077979][bookmark: _Toc453077978]
We have reviewed the relevant sections of the Operators Environmental Management System and are satisfied that appropriate management systems and management structures will be in place for this Installation to accept the proposed additional waste code.
    7.1       Accident management

The additional waste code proposed by the Operator is similar to waste codes already permitted. There has been no changes to the how the site would manage an incident on site as a result of this application. 

[bookmark: _Toc453077981]
[bookmark: _Toc453077987]8. Environmental Risk Assessment 

Regulated activities can present different types of risk to the environment, these include odour, noise and vibration; accidents, fugitive emissions to air and water; as well as point source releases to air, water, sewer and discharges to ground or groundwater, global warming potential and generation of waste.  All these factors have been considered during are determination and the relevant risks from this proposal are discussed in this and other sections of this document.

The next sections of this document explain how we have approached the critical issue of assessing the likely impact of emissions from the Installation on human health and the environment and what measures we are requiring ensuring a high level of protection. 

In line with our guidance, the applicant has provided an environmental risk assessment with the application which identifies and the sources of key risks resulting from the operational changes introduced by this variation, possible pathways and receptors. This risk assessment and further assessments provided by the applicant and/or completed by NRW will be discussed in further detail below. 
8.1. [bookmark: _Toc203397534][bookmark: _Toc204262831]Assessment of impact on air quality
[bookmark: _Toc453077988]
The additional waste code proposed by the Operator is similar to waste codes already permitted. There has been no changes to air emissions from site as a result of this application and therefore no changes to permitted emission limits.  
8.2. [bookmark: _Toc453077991][bookmark: _Toc203397535][bookmark: _Toc204262832]Fugitive emissions
[bookmark: _Toc453077992]
The additional waste code proposed by the Operator is similar to waste codes already permitted. This material will be managed in the same manner as existing wastes and a result of this application and therefore no changes to risk or management of fugitive releases form site. 
8.3. [bookmark: _Toc203397536][bookmark: _Toc204262833]Assessment of odour impact

The proposed additional waste code is not likely to be a source of odour. Therefore there have been no changes to the way waste is handled on site as a result of this application. 
8.4. [bookmark: _Toc203397537][bookmark: _Toc204262834]Noise and vibration assessment
[bookmark: _Toc453077993]
The waste treatment activities undertaken on the proposed new waste are the same treatments as the site already undertakes. There is no reason to reassess the noise from the site processes as the new waste code will not change the noise emitted from the process. 


9. [bookmark: _Toc203397538][bookmark: _Toc204262835]Impact on National Site Network Sites, SSSIs and non-statutory sites 

The application is within the relevant distance criteria of a site of heritage, landscape or nature conservation, and/or protected species or habitat .

A full assessment of the application and its potential to affect the sites/species and habitat had been carried out as part of the previous permit (EPR/SP3936TL/A001) and variation applications.  We considered that the variation application will not affect the features of the sites, species and habitat. As the proposed additional waste code is suitable for the site to process with mind to their pollution control measures, is non hazardous (the site is permitted to accept hazardous waste) and similar to the wastes already processed by the site. 
10. [bookmark: _Toc453077995][bookmark: _Toc203397539][bookmark: _Toc204262836]The Permit Conditions 
10.1. [bookmark: _Toc203397540][bookmark: _Toc204262837]Incorporating the variation 

We have specified that the applicant must operate the permit in accordance with descriptions in the application, namely in their application:

· Application Form Part C 3d3 Statement ref evidence ref management of handling daily Raw materials EWC Code 10 01 15 which outlines how the waste will be handled and process on site

These descriptions have been specified in the Operating Techniques table in the permit.

10.2. [bookmark: _Toc203397541][bookmark: _Toc204262838]Emission Limits 
[bookmark: _Toc453077998]No changes to emissions limits have been introduced as a result of this application made by the operator. 

10.3. [bookmark: _Toc203397542][bookmark: _Toc204262839][bookmark: _Toc453077999]Monitoring

No changes to monitoring requirements have been introduced as a result of this application made by the operator. 

10.4. [bookmark: _Toc203397543][bookmark: _Toc204262840]Reporting 

No changes to reporting requirements have been introduced as a result of this application made by the operator. 

10.5. [bookmark: _Toc203397544][bookmark: _Toc204262841]Waste Types 

We have added a specified the permitted waste type and description, as a result of this application made by the operator.

We are satisfied that the operator can accept this waste as it is consistent with the wastes the site already accepts. As the waste type is similar (in terms of physical properties and risk) to wastes already permitted we are satisfied that the existing pollution control measures implemented are still sufficient manage any risks introduced by the site accepting this waste. 

We made these decisions with respect to waste types in accordance with our WM3 and How to comply guidance. 

10.6. [bookmark: _Toc136527114][bookmark: _Toc203397545][bookmark: _Toc204262842]Improvement conditions
Based on the information on the application, we consider that we need to impose improvement conditions.   Details of the improvement conditions used can be found at Annex 1. 

The Operator showed within their application that the waste they proposed to accept under 10 01 15 waste code can be classed as non-hazardous, but they also showed that this was dependant on the waste being pretreated (sieving to remove larger metal particles) prior to testing. We therefore require the Operator to undertake further waste characterisation, using monthly sampling, to ensure that this pretreatment is able to reliably pre-treat the waste,  resulting in it being classified as non-hazardous.  

Through this we are trying to ensure that the waste is reliably and consistently non-hazardous. 

[bookmark: _Toc453078000][bookmark: _Toc203397546][bookmark: _Toc204262843]11. OPRA

The OPRA score has not been changed as a result of this variation and remains as 67. This will form the basis for ongoing subsistence fee’s. 
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[bookmark: _Toc203397547][bookmark: _Toc204262844]ANNEX 1:	Improvement Conditions


[bookmark: _Toc203397548]The Improvement Condition (IC) that was included in the permit as a result of this application made by the Operator states the following:

[bookmark: _Toc203397549]‘The Operator shall submit a report that summarises waste characterisation for waste classified as 10 01 15. On submission NRW will review this report to ensure the assessment was undertaken to the required standards for waste classification as stipulated in Appendix D of Guidance on the classification and assessment of waste: Technical Guidance WM3 and also in the British Standards and supporting technical reports – Characterisation of waste – Sampling of waste. materials – (BS EN 14899:2005). 

We would expect the waste characterisation to be based on analysis of monthly samples taken over a 6 month period.’

image1.png
Cyfoeth
Naturiol
Cymru

Natural
Resources
Wales




