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Your Ref:

Mr John Brookshaw
The Plassey
Eyton
Wrexham
Clwyd
LL13 0SP
28/08/2024
Permit CG0428801
Dear Mr Brookshaw,
We are writing to you to inform you that your water quality discharge CG0428801 discharges into a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) river catchment, the River Dee. Our SAC rivers support some of Wales’s most precious biodiversity and are an important source of health and well-being for our communities. We have published evidence on our web site that several of our SAC rivers are failing phosphate targets. Phosphate is an essential nutrient for plants and animals. However, high concentrations of phosphate contribute to the process of eutrophication and can cause significant ecological damage to rivers, changing the balance of plant species and reducing oxygen levels.
As part of our work to protect these rivers, Natural Resources Wales are undertaking a review into all permits with a Dry Weather Flow discharge of 20m3/day or above in all 9 SAC river catchments. 
What does this mean for you?
We are looking to initiate an NRW led variation to your permit soon, before the end of 2025. The likely effective date for the changes to your permit will be 2030. You will not need to do anything to make changes to the permit, and there will be no charge for the permit variation. We are writing to you to inform you in advance that we will be adding a numeric phosphorus limit to your permit, and we are also reviewing biological oxygen demand (BOD) and ammonia limits which may also be amended. A member of the local environment team will be in touch to arrange a compliance visit to discuss this further with you.
Meeting a permit limit may require changes to your treatment works, so we are engaging with relevant operators early in the process to allow you to consider any changes that may be required to meet the new limit.

 Changes may include:
· Switching to phosphate-free products
· Engaging with those discharging to your wastewater treatment system about products they are using and what is discharged down their drains
· Improving operations – e.g. undertake any necessary improvements to the system, ensure it is routinely serviced
· Taking a sample of the discharge and have it tested for phosphorus content to understand the level of phosphorus in your effluent
Please note that there are risks associated with the use of chemical dosing systems in small, private treatment systems in terms of their ability to deliver phosphorus reductions in the long term. Such systems require high standards of maintenance for them to operate effectively including management of the chemicals and dosing system, as well as regular desludging where dosing increases the amount of sludge deposited. Their use may also lead to breaches of permit conditions as well as being a risk to personal and environmental safety where handling and storage of chemical substances is involved. Chemical dosing systems are more suited to operation in large scale, public wastewater treatment works. 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours sincerely
Nadia De Longhi
Head of Regulation and Permitting

E-mail contact: waterqualitypolicy@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain at oedi. 
Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it leading to a delay.​ 
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