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To:	Dylan Morgan - Marine Licensing Team
From:	Bridget Randall-Smith- Marine Area Management and Advice Team
Date:	12/09/2025 
Response to email from Marine Licensing Team dated 05/09/2025
Consultation: Gwynt y Mor Windfarm Benthic Survey
Application Reference: RML2547
Applicant: University of Hull
NRW advisors consultation record
	Specialism
	Consulted 

	Marine & Coastal Physical Processes 
	☐
	Marine Water Quality 
	☐
	Benthic Ecology 
	☒
	Marine Mammals 
	☐
	Marine Ornithology 
	☒
	Marine Fish 
	☐

NRW Advisory comments:
	Requires action

	Reference
	Summary
	RAG

	Receptor – Benthic Ecology

	BE1
	Conditions to prevent the spread of non-native invasive species and pollution prevention.
	AMBER

	[bookmark: _Hlk177992900]BE1
	Conditions to safeguard sensitive species designated by NRW under Schedule 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016
	AMBER 



Detailed Comments:
Thank you for consulting NRW Advisory on this application for grab sampling campaign at the Gwynt y Mor offshore wind farm. We have reviewed the application and supporting documents and have considered the following:
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 – Regulation 63
· NRW (A) are in agreement with the conclusion of the HRA, as such please see attached Form 3.
Receptor – Benthic Ecology
BE1. RAG = AMBER
Conditions to prevent the spread of non-native invasive species and pollution prevention.
NRW Advisory (A) reccommend that standard conditions are included to prevent the spread of invasive non-native species (INNS):
· All equipment, materials, machinery and PPE used will be cleaned with freshwater prior to arrival on site, and upon removal from site, to minimise risk of introducing non-native species into the marine environment.
NRW (A) also advise that the marine licence includes standard conditions for pollution prevention conditions including: Refuelling of Plant and Equipment; Spillage of Pollutants; Prevention of Disposal of Man-made Debris etc.
BE2. RAG = AMBER
Conditions to safeguard  sensitive species designated by NRW under Schedule 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016
NRW (A) advise that an activity specific condition is included in the event that sensitive species or habitat are identified whilst sampling campaign is underway:
· The Licence Holder must ensure that in the event of removal of any sensitive species designated by NRW under Schedule 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, no further removals occur at that location, or within 20 metres of that location. 
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Bridget Randall-Smith
Senior Marine Advisory Officer
Marine Area Advice and Management Team


ANNEX 1 – RAG status definitions
NB – The difference between RED and AMBER categories is the scale/magnitude of the request. If a significant amount of additional work is required then this should always be identified as RED.
	RED

	NRW (A) consider that major issues have been identified with a potential significant risk of environmental impact. In order to address this issue we may require provision of (no limited to):

· new baseline or survey data; and/or 
· significant revisions to baseline characterisation and/or 
· significant revisions to impact modelling and/or
· significant revisions to the environmental assessment and/or
· significant design changes; and/or 
· significant mitigation

NRW (A) would expect all issues to be adequately resolved before being able to agree to the assessment. Please note that we may be unable to agree with the conclusion of the assessment even following the provision of additional information.

	AMBER

	NRW (A) consider that issues have been identified that could make a material difference to the outcome of the decision-making process for this project. NRW (A) considers that these matters may be resolved through:

· Provision of additional information, data or analysis to support conclusions; and/or
· Further justification or clarification to support conclusions; and/or
· Revisions to impact assessment methodology and/or assessment conclusions; and/or
· Minor to moderate revisions to impact modelling; and/or
· Suitable mitigation measures that are adequately secured through any consent or permission given.

NRW (A) would expect all issues to be adequately resolved before being able to agree to the assessment. Please note that we may be unable to agree with the conclusion of the assessment even following the provision of additional information.

	YELLOW

	NRW (A) consider that issues have been identified that would not make a material difference to the outcome of the decision-making process but that a lack of information has been provided and/or an inadequate assessment. 

For future assessment we would expect these issues to be resolved. NRW (A) may not be of the same view with regards to significance or materiality in other cases or circumstances.

	GREEN

	NRW (A) has no significant outstanding concerns.

	BLUE

	NRW (A) has identified minor editorial errors with the information provided which would benefit from amendment but make no material difference to the conclusions.
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