Response to Fitness Checks Questionnaire - Marine Mammals
The applicant states Pembrokeshire Marine SAC as the only designated conservation site that the development sits within. However NRW note the development  also sits within West Wales Marine SAC designated for harbour porpoise.

Car-Y-Mor notes that the West Wales Marine SAC is mentioned in the introduction of the MMEP.

2. Marine Entanglement Monitoring Training
NRW welcome that the Marine Mammal Medic Training Course will be completed by at least one member of the crew operating the farm at any time (crew visiting the farm site for monitoring or maintenance purposes). This is a good procedure for the applicant to use as their agreed protocol to follow when an entangled mammal is found, in advance.

2.1. Surface Inspections ‘Surface inspections will occur whenever the work barge can access the farms, typically several times per week, with a minimum frequency of once weekly. If access by boat is not possible, inspections will be conducted from the coast path using binoculars. No remote monitoring will be implemented due to the lack of phone signal in the area.’’	

NRW note that site visits and surface inspections will take place on a minimum once weekly basis. However due to ambiguity of the frequency it must be noted that an animal could therefore become entangled soon after the once weekly site visit, and not be discovered until several days later by which time it is likely the entanglement will be fatal. This MMEP protocol should make clear the frequency of site inspections within a week. 

Although the protocol states that site visits and inspections will take place once a week, this is a minimum frequency and in reality the farms are visited multiple times a week for maintenance, harvesting of species and monitoring of stock. It is not possible to state which specific days within a week farm visits will be made as this depends on tides and weather conditions, but it is usually 2-4 times a week on average. This frequency has been added to the revised MMEP submitted with this response.

NRW note that although a ‘network of local individuals’ are available to keep an eye on the farm for possible marine mammal entanglement. This does not constitute a robust marine mammal entanglement inspection plan, the onus solely lies on the applicant. It is recommended the applicant forms a more robust and protective entanglement inspection plan outside of the possible once a week site visits. 

The farms are usually visited 2-4 times a week and Tables 2 and 3 in the MMEP outline protocols for surface and sub-surface inspections. 

2.2. Acoustic Monitoring
NRW  note the applicants intent to not use PAM system moving forward. NRW would still encourage the use of  PAM system as it is appropriate for collecting data on the presence of harbour porpoise and dolphin species in the vicinity of the development and will form a suitable data collection method for post-consent monitoring through the life time of the project. 

Although Car-Y-Mor currently does not have the available budget for consistent PAM monitoring, we have an ongoing collaboration with PEBL CIC, a company specialising in marine monitoring who have previously deployed F-PODs around the sites to record cetacean activity. It is anticipated that such F-PODs will be re-deployed in the future as part of this ongoing collaboration. 

        2.3 Acoustic Monitoring
‘we believe that the risk of entanglement can be further reduced by focusing the crew's time on ….continuously inspecting for potential entanglement risks or issues, rather than on the multiple deployments and maintenance required for acoustic monitoring equipment’

NRW note that as above in point 2.2 clarification is required on how exactly the applicant intends to form a robust and protective marine mammal entanglement inspection plan outside of the possible once a week site visits and ‘ network of local individuals’. 

Table 2 in the MMEP details which manual inspections at the surface level will be carried out and what immediate actions and future changes will be implemented if needed to reduce risks of entanglement going forward. Table 3 in the MMEP details which manual inspections at the sub-surface level will be carried out and what immediate actions and future changes will be implemented if needed to reduce risks of entanglement going forward. 

        3.2 Steps Taken Post Entanglement Event 
‘We would then begin consultation with Natural Resources Wales about the most practical means to prevent future entanglements and ensure safe operation of the farm.’
NRW recommend discussing and agreeing an approach ‘to prevent future entanglements’ with the applicant in advance should an animal become entangled, not after the fact.

 A response to clarify this point from NRW advisory was not received in time.
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09 Emergency Response Plan
Emergency scenarios and response 
‘cetacean entanglement – in the unlikely event of a seal, whale, dolphin or basking shark becoming entangled in the structural lines, The British Divers RESCUE HOTLINE: 01825 765546 should be called - https://bdmlr.org.uk/’

NRW recommends the inclusion of in the event of a live marine mammal vs a dead marine mammal response plan above.

The revised NRA MEAC now specifies that BDMLR should be contacted for live entanglements and has amended the incorrect hotline number (01865 765546). The revised NRA MEAC now also includes information on contacting Marine Environmental Monitoring through CSIP to report dead entanglements on 0800 6520333 as described in section 3.1 of the MMEP.

