
Template for Stage 2 scoping assessment for compliance with the WFD Regulations 2017
Guidance note

Reference number: GN078
Document Owner: Integrated Water Planning Team, NRW
What is this document about? 
Scoping template for compliance with the WFD Regulations 2017. Please refer to ‘Complying with the WFD Regulations scoping guidance for further information.
Who is this document for? 
Anyone designing projects and activities that may impact on the water environment. 

You must provide WFD compliance information to support any application for activities that may cause deterioration to a WFD water body or prevent it (or WFD Protected Areas) from achieving the objectives set out in the River Basin Management Plan.

Be aware that you are likely to need to employ a suitably experienced and qualified consultant to do a WFD assessment. You may also need specialist technical input depending on the activity and potential impacts.
Contact for queries and feedback
Integrated Water Planning Team, Evidence, Policy and Permitting Directorate
WFDWales@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk

Version History
	Document version
	Date published
	Summary of changes

	1.0
	26/06/24
	Document published

	
	
	


Review Date: Dec 2024
To report issues or problems with this guidance contact: guidance.development@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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Notes on completing the template.
[bookmark: _heading=h.usgi9zizitb9]All text in blue (this colour) is for guidance only and should be deleted. 
Guidance note – 078 Complying with the WFD Regulations 2017: scoping; will help you complete this template.
Use of this template is optional, it can be amended as required. 



WFD Compliance Assessment template
[bookmark: _heading=h.t5nokdklz5f9]Contents
Stage 2: Scoping Assessment:  Complete assessment for each relevant WB
· [bookmark: _heading=h.cc68j9bc6x4h]step 1: Relate activity to receptors
· step 2: Summary of the scoping decision of the project ‘alone’
· step 3: assessing potential in combination and/or cumulative impacts
· Step 4: overall scoping summary
Consultation with NRW and any other regulatory/advisory organisation





[bookmark: _heading=h.48waipl2cswp]WFD Compliance Assessment of Expansion of Carn Ar Wig & Porthlysgi IMTA Seaweed and Shellfish Farms
[bookmark: _heading=h.3p57vvx3bnib]Stage 2: Scoping Assessment 
[bookmark: _heading=h.z1qzjd3vkx8o]Stage 2, step 1 – Relate activity to receptors


Scoping table for:
River and Lake water bodies
Transitional and Coastal water bodies
Groundwater bodies

Invasive Non-Native Species
Refer to the Check Clean Dry campaign to help prevent the spread of invasive plants and animals in British waters. 


[bookmark: _heading=h.7wr8r6teyr9g]Does your proposal have the potential to introduce or spread INNS?
Yes - Complete impact assessment. You can use the biosecurity risk assessment and plan template to help you complete your assessment – request a copy from: WFDWales@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
No - No impact assessment required.
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.mjrga08rxx3m]WFD Protected Areas 
You must ensure that your proposal will not prevent any Protected Area/s from achieving their objectives. Include WFD protected areas in your assessment if your activity is within the zone of influence. 
Pembrokeshire Marine SAC - Habitats Risk Assessment informed by Baseline Benthic Habitat Survey Report submitted to NRW and The Crown Estate
Other Protected and Priority habitats and species.
Summary of step 1 scoping
[bookmark: _heading=h.lpd7zmx9pkyn]Q2.1 Is there a risk that a component of the proposal may cause deterioration of any element that makes up water body status?
Include any measures that can be included within the proposal at this point that will ensure the potential effects are avoided.
NO – go to next section
Yes – detailed assessment required
Stage 2, step 2: Summary of scoping decision of the project ‘alone’
Q2.2 Is there a risk that a component of the proposal may prevent the water body or Protected Area from achieving its objectives in the future?

NO – go to next section
Yes – detailed assessment required
[bookmark: _heading=h.ocyc40cqgbb]Stage 2, step 3: Assessing potential in combination and/or cumulative impacts
Do not include activities which have not yet been applied for, unless the activity is well defined and there are solid reasons for believing that it will be taken forward. 
Q2.3 Can the risk of deterioration or prevention of achieving water body objectives from in combination and or cumulative effects be ruled out?
N/A
[bookmark: _heading=h.2m1momux1bj4]Stage 2, Step 4: Overall scoping summary
[bookmark: _heading=h.e9cojuhmvxi0]Summarise if there a potential risk that your proposal may cause deterioration or prevent a water body from meeting its objectives either alone or in combination.
There are no potential risks that the proposal may cause deterioration or prevent the Pembrokeshire South water body from meeting its objectives, except in the case of INNS. During transport of shellfish cultivated in other water bodies to the marine farm, there is a risk that INNS could be present on the shellfish. This risk has been assessed using the NRW INNS Biosecurity Risk Assessment and Management Plan, which has been attached to the wider application.
	Scoping Assessment Completed by


	Bethany Marshall
	Date
	07/06/2025

	Scoping Assessment Reviewed by 
If applicable
	
	Date
	

	Document Reference

	
	Version
	



Consultation with NRW and any other regulatory/advisory organisation
List all consultation and advice received:
	Officer name and job title
	Organisation
	Date
	Advice received

	Colin Charman- Marine Fisheries Advisor
	NRW
	Ongoing
	Ongoing advice on Baseline Benthic Habitat Survey Report

	Alexander Scorey- Lead Specialist Advisor
	NRW
	Ongoing
	Ongoing advice on Baseline Benthic Habitat Survey Report



Supporting information and documents
If relevant please list all supporting information and documents
	Title of supporting documents / assessments / modelling
	Date & Version number

	
	



Scoping table for Transitional and Coastal water bodies

	Scoping table for Transitional and Coastal water bodies
Water body name: Pembrokeshire South
Water body ID: GB611008590003


	Elements
	Applicable 
	Potential Impact (include direct and indirect potential impacts)
	Avoidance measures included in the proposal

	Transitional and Coastal water bodies

	Direct – risk of direct impact


	Potential for introduction of INNS from shellfish
	NRW INNS Biosecurity Risk Assessment and Management Plan has been used and will be implemented.
Scoped Out.


	Hydromorphology – hydromorphology constitutes both ‘hydrology’ and ‘geomorphology’ and describes the physical characteristics and processes of a water body.
Could the proposal lead to changes in:  

	· morphological conditions, for example depth variation, the seabed and intertidal zone structure
· tidal patterns, for example, dominant currents
· freshwater flow
∙     wave exposure
	No
	
	

	Is the proposal in a HMWB?
	Yes/No
	
	If yes then scope in for detailed assessment

	Water quality 
An activity can modify the flow of water, introduce artificial materials or remove sediment and/or vegetation. These can all affect the water quality – particularly physico-chemical aspects of water quality - such as levels of dissolved oxygen, nutrients and ammonia.
Include water quality in the detailed assessment if the activity could affect:

	· water clarity (turbidity or suspended particulate matter concentration)
· thermal conditions (including shading)
· oxygen levels – dissolved oxygen conditions
· nutrients - dissolved inorganic nitrogen
· microbial patterns
· salinity/conductivity 
· is in a water body with a phytoplankton or opportunistic macroalgae status of moderate, poor or bad
· is in a water body with a history of harmful algae (where there is an existing designation for the area, information should be available; however, local water quality officers will be able to help).
	No
	
	

	Chemicals - A detailed assessment will also be required if the activity uses or releases chemicals, for example, through sediment disturbance or building works. This is necessary when either the:

	· chemicals are on the Environmental Quality Standards Directive (EQSD) list
· activity disturbs sediment with contaminants (for estuarine and coastal above Cefas Action Level 1).
· or, if the activity releases chemicals on the EQSD list and has a mixing zone, like a discharge pipeline or outfall, follow the Environment Agency’s surface water pollution risk assessment guidance. This is part of the Environmental Permitting Regulations guidance. 
	No
	
	

	Biology 
Identify if the activity or project could impact on the abundance or composition of the biological elements listed below:
Biological elements for transitional (T) and coastal (C) waters under the directive are:
· Benthic invertebrates (T, C)
· Fish (T)
· Phytoplankton (T, C)
· Macroalgae (T, C)
· Angiosperms	(T, C) 
Could the proposal lead to: 

	∙   changes to the composition and abundance of aquatic flora
∙   changes to the composition and abundance of benthic invertebrate fauna
	No
	
	

	For TraC water bodies - scope in if the footprint (where footprint can be direct or a plume i.e. chemical or thermal; for dredging multiply the area by 1.5x) of your activity is:

	∙   0.5km2  or larger
∙   1% or more of the water body’s area
∙   Within 500m of any higher sensitivity habitat (see table below)
∙   1% or more of any lower sensitivity habitat (see table below)
	 No
	 
	 

	Fish fauna (Transitional water bodies only): could the proposal lead to:

	∙   changes to the composition, abundance and age structure of fish fauna
∙   an impact on normal fish behaviour like movement, migration or spawning (for example creating a physical barrier, noise, chemical change or a change in depth or flow)
∙   entrainment or impingement of fish
∙    refuge/predation areas 
Or: is the proposal in an estuary and could affect fish in the estuary; is outside the estuary but could delay or prevent fish entering it; or, could affect fish migrating through the estuary
	N/A
	
	



Info for TraC water bodies (if there are no relevant TraC water bodies then delete this information)
Extract from EA Clearing the water for All 
Higher and lower sensitivity habitats for TraC water bodies 
	Higher sensitivity habitats 2
	Lower sensitivity habitats 3

	chalk reef
	cobbles, gravel and shingle

	clam, cockle and oyster beds 
	intertidal soft sediments like sand and mud

	intertidal seagrass
	rocky shore

	maerl	
	subtidal boulder fields

	mussel beds, including blue and horse mussel
	subtidal rocky reef

	polychaete reef
	subtidal soft sediments like sand and mud

	saltmarsh
	

	subtidal kelp beds
	

	subtidal seagrass
	


2 Higher sensitivity habitats have a low resistance to, and recovery rate, from human pressures.
3 Lower sensitivity habitats have a medium to high resistance to, and recovery rate from, human pressures.
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