
Complying with the WFD Regulations 2017: detailed assessment template
Guidance note
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Document Owner: Integrated Water Planning Team, NRW
What is this document about? 
Detailed assessment template for compliance with the WFD Regulations 2017. Please refer to ‘Complying with the WFD Regulations detailed assessment guidance for further information.
Who is this document for? 
This guidance is for anyone designing projects and activities that may impact on the water environment. 

You must provide WFD compliance information to support any application for activities that may cause deterioration to a WFD water body or prevent it (or WFD Protected Areas) from achieving the objectives set out in the River Basin Management Plan.

Be aware that you are likely to need to employ a suitably experienced and qualified consultant to do a WFD assessment. You may also need specialist technical input depending on the activity and potential impacts.
Contact for queries and feedback
Integrated Water Planning Team, Evidence, Policy and Permitting Directorate
WFDWales@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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[bookmark: _heading=h.66dw0keefbnt]WFD Compliance Assessment of Expansion of Carn Ar Wig & Porthlysgi IMTA Seaweed and Shellfish Farms
Stage 3:  Detailed Assessment  
Include all water bodies that could not be scoped out. 
Stage 3 summary table. 
	Water body name & ID
	WFD element/s scoped in
	Description of impacts;  include a list of all evidence documents to inform the detailed assessment

	Pembrokeshire South GB611008590003
	Potential introduction of INNS
	There is the potential for INNS to be introduced onto the farms when shellfish cultivated in other water bodies are transferred here. NEW INNS Biosecurity Risk Assessment and Management Plan has been used and will be implemented.




Assessing for deterioration 
Is there a risk the proposal may cause deterioration?
The farms are both IMTA sites with seaweed, mussels, scallops and oysters. The seaweed comes from a sterile hatchery environment when it is outplanted to the farms so there is no risk of INNS contamination.
There is potential for any of the 3 shellfish species to be bought in and grown on at both farm sites. This presents a potential risk for the introduction of INNS which could cause deterioration of the water body. 
The infrastructure used for the new farm sites will either be new or reused from the current farms which are in the same water body and therefore construction or decommissioning of the farm infrastructure itself would not present any risks of INNS contamination.
Preventing the achievement of good status/potential 
Pembrokeshire Marine SAC - full HRA and Baseline Benthic Habitat Survey Report are being included in this application to ensure any potential impacts are identified, assessed and mitigated. This will ensure the proposal will not compromise the SAC from achieving good status (or potential) now or in the future.

Mitigating for potential impacts
List any conditions, restrictions, or other measures, which could remove the risk of deterioration or prevent the water body achieving its objectives. Include details of how such measures would be applied, and who would be responsible for applying them.
If required, further details can be provided in separate clearly referenced documents.
	List avoidance measures
	How will the measure be applied 
	Who will be responsible for applying them?
	Will this remove the risk of deterioration or prevent the achievement of water body objectives.

	Follow NRW INNS Biosecurity Risk Assessment and Management Plan
	All farm staff will be trained on correct procedures listed in the Plan prior to any external shellfish being deployed on site
	Bethany Marshall
	Yes

	All work vessels to be anti fouled
	Once a year all work vessels removed from water and covered with anti fouling paint
	Fergus Evans
	Yes


	Thorough inspection protocol to be followed
	All shellfish to be cleaned and inspected on land before deployment to the farms
	Fergus Evans
	Yes

	Ensure INNS protocols are followed and updated
	Work closely with NRW Marine INNS Team and appointment of Biosecurity Officer
	Bethany Marshall
	Yes






Conclusion
Can the potential risk that your proposal may cause deterioration or prevent the water body and/or Protected Area from meeting its objectives be ruled out either alone or in combination?
Yes it can be ruled out. There are comprehensive and detailed mitigation measures put in place to ensure the spread of INNS is controlled as much as possible and correct protocols will be followed if any INNS are discovered on the farm. 
Stage 3 decision summary table. 
	Water body name & ID
	WFD element/s scoped in
	Is there a risk the proposal may cause deterioration?*   ‘YES’ or ‘NO’
	Is there risk of the activity preventing the water body/ PA from meeting its objectives?*  ‘YES’ or ‘NO’

	Pembrokeshire South GB611008590003
	Introduction of INNS
	No
	No


* If yes or where there is uncertainty if the proposed activity may prevent a water body or PA from meeting its objectives or may cause deterioration then follow a precautionary approach and select yes.

 
	Detailed Assessment Completed by

	Bethany Marshall, Marine Biologist
	Date 07/06/2025

	Detailed Assessment Reviewed by 
If applicable
	
	Date



Consultation with NRW and any other regulatory/advisory organisation
List all consultation and advice received
	Officer name and job title
	Organisation
	Date
	Advice received

	Colin Charman- Marine Fisheries Advisor
	NRW
	Ongoing
	Ongoing advice on Baseline Benthic Habitat Survey Report

	Alexander Scorey- Lead Specialist Advisor
	NRW
	Ongoing
	Ongoing advice on Baseline Benthic Habitat Survey Report




[bookmark: _heading=h.rz9lj022hc5x]NRW contact details
Call us on 0300 065 3000 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm). We welcome calls in Welsh or English.
Send us a message on enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
Or complete the contact us form
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