Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Variation 

We have decided to issue the variation for Little Mill Wastewater Treatment Works operated by Dŵr Cymru Cyfyngedig. 
The application number is PAN-029675
The permit number is AD0002501
The discharge is for Secondary treated sewage effluent with nutrient removal

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process 
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.

Structure of this document

· Key issues
Key issues of the decision 

In January 2021 NRW published a report in which we presented our compliance assessment for phosphorus in river Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) against revised targets.
We have a duty under Article 6(2) of the Habitats Directive and associated Regulations to take appropriate measures to avoid the deterioration of SACs. One of the appropriate measures we have decided to take in relation to managing the phosphorus levels in our SAC rivers is to review the permits of discharges that contain phosphorus to ensure that the permit holders contribute their ‘fair share’ of the reduction in phosphorus levels required to avoid deterioration. This variation directly achieves this through iron dosing to reduce the amount of phosphorus released as part of the permitted discharge. This cannot be achieved through secondary treatment alone and will help protect European Sites for Nature Conservation. A Habitats Risk Assessment is therefore not needed.
Using iron within a chemical dosing process is a recognised and approved method of removing dissolved phosphorus from water discharges.
Iron limits are set by this variation in line with standard practice and limits to protect the dissolved iron EQS in the receiving watercourse.
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