Thank you for the information regarding the proposed Band 1 Marine license application for slipway works which will involve an increase of length by 20m at the stated location. 

We note that the works fall within the jurisdiction of a Statutory Harbour Authority (SHA), being the Dee Conservancy,  and therefore they are responsible for the safety of navigation within their waters. Therefore, on the understanding that the following takes place, the MCA would have no significant concerns to raise with regards to the safety of navigation and would be satisfied that the risk is relatively low on this occasion:

1.      All maritime safety legislation is complied with;

2.      The site is within port limits and the applicant should gain the approval/agreement of the responsible local navigation authority or the Harbour Authority/Commissioners/Council.       They may wish to issue local warnings to alert those navigating in the vicinity to the presence of the works, as deemed necessary.

Please can you confirm that you accept the above risk mitigations?
Kind regards


Jo Cooke

Marine Licensing and Consenting Advisor

UK Technical Maritime Services Navigation
NavigationSafety@mcga.gov.uk

Mobile: 07815 703225

Maritime & Coastguard Agency
Spring Place, 105 Commercial Road,
Southampton, SO15 1EG

Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas
www.gov.uk/mca





-----Original Message-----
From: carl@river-dee-seafoods.com <carl@river-dee-seafoods.com>
Sent: 05 September 2025 11:22
To: navigation safety <navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Marine Licence from NRW

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the UK Government. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Please use the Report Message function to report suspicious messages.

Good Morning,
The response to your questions are outlined below, should you have any other questions concerning the project please contact us, also should you have any advice regarding additional river navigation safety, it would be most welcome.

The exact location of the works in the form of WGS84 Latitude/Longitude co-ordinates, preferably marked on an Admiralty chart or a shape file,
              A file is attached with an impression of the works.
The co-ordinates are
53,306297  -3.235345
53.306243  -3.235254
53.30639    -3.23508
53.30631    -3.23501


the proposed date and intended duration of deployment,
     The works should commence as soon as possible and be completed by June 2026

the nature of the deployment, including size, dimensions – a diagram may be helpful the methodology of deployment and decommissioning
                The project is an addition to previous Marine licence CML 1869. An extension of the Slipway by 20 metres into the mud area alongside the grounded vessel Lancaster.  This will comprise of laying on the existing surface, prefabricated steel reinforced concrete slabs of dimensions Three metres by one and a half meters each one 80 millimetres thick  (3000mm x 1500mm x 80mm).
Each slab will weigh 1 ton and be placed in position using a small crane.
Precautions will be taken to collect any materials or liquids spilt during the works and suitable buoyancy aids and rope for extracting persons from mud will be available for use by all personnel.
Risk Assessments and Method Statements will be compiled prior to commencement of any works.



details of consultation with local marine users
    The works are not in an area generally used by river traffic, other than by Licensed Cockle Fishermen and the project is for their benefit so no objection has been received.

consideration of local vessel traffic, IMO traffic routing schemes and port/harbour approaches
               The location has no known regular river traffic other than licensed cockle fishermen.


any navigation risk mitigation measures you are intending to put in place
             The existence of the slipway will be evident in daylight and Floodlit during use at night. As the concrete slabs are only 80mm thick, it is anticipated they will not be above the existing sand datum. A Black and Yellow triangle warning or other aid may be placed locally should any authority involved in the use of the river recommend it.




Is the deployment is within Statutory Harbour Authority
  Yes, Capt. Rob Jackson, Harbour Master, Dee Conservancy. Has been contacted and has no concerns other than the ownership of the land,  his email response will be forwarded.


the management plan for maintenance and emergency situations
       It is anticipated that silt on the slabs could be an issue so an electric water pump will be available for deck washing.
The slabs will have metal reinforcing also used for interlinking. Should any slab become damaged and fail, they are designed for simple replacement. A small quantity of spare slabs will be stored on site.
There is existing equipment for water rescue and related emergencies. It is anticipated that the mud alongside the slipway may present an additional hazard so relevant rescue equipment will be provided

Kind Regards

Bob James
for
Carl Harmes
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