Welsh National Marine Plan Considerations.

We confirm that the proposed construction of a small slipway on the banks of the River Dee, intended to support the landing of cockles, has been assessed in accordance with the relevant objectives and policies of the Welsh National Marine Plan (WNMP), and all applicable requirements have been met. The project aligns with the WNMP’s commitment to promoting sustainable marine resource use while safeguarding the marine and coastal environment.

The slipway has been designed to facilitate safe and controlled access to the intertidal area for the landing of cockles, a key activity in the local inshore fisheries sector. This supports WNMP objectives to enhance the economic viability of Welsh fisheries and aquaculture, and to maintain the cultural and social value of traditional fishing practices. The development contributes to improved infrastructure that supports sustainable harvesting and supply chain efficiency, in line with WNMP policies FISH_01 and SOC_01.

Environmental considerations have been central to the planning of the slipway. The River Dee is a sensitive and highly designated area, and appropriate measures have been taken to ensure the slipway will not have an adverse effect on local habitats, protected species, or the ecological integrity of adjacent Natura 2000 sites. The design takes into account sediment movement, tidal patterns, and flood risk, and incorporates mitigation measures as required by marine licensing conditions and in accordance with ENV_01 and CLIM_02 of the WNMP.

The development will support the sustainable management of shellfish resources and contribute to the well-being of local communities through employment and the continuation of traditional marine activity. The project has also considered existing users of the area to ensure compatibility with navigation, conservation, and recreational interests.

In summary, the proposed slipway is consistent with the objectives and policies of the Welsh National Marine Plan, particularly those supporting sustainable fisheries, coastal infrastructure, and ecosystem protection. All relevant licensing, environmental assessments, and stakeholder consultations have been undertaken to ensure the project meets the required planning and marine management standards.

