Non-Technical Summary
Project: Construction of a 20-metre slipway extension at Llanerch-y-Mor Docks, North Wales
Applicant: River Dee Seafoods Ltd

Purpose of the Project
To improve the safety of fishermen when unloading cockles and other shellfish from small vessels operating within the River Dee Estuary.

Project Description
The slipway will extend from the existing slipway into the river, allowing safe, stable access between fishing vessels and the dockside. Construction will take approximately 8–10 weeks and will involve limited laying pre formed concrete slabs and use of a Telehandeler within an already industrial dock setting.

Environmental Context
Llanerch-y-Mor lies within the Dee Estuary, an area of high ecological value featuring intertidal mudflats and saltmarsh that support internationally important bird populations. The surrounding environment already accommodates dock activities and associated infrastructure.

Main Potential Impacts
· Unlikely disturbance to intertidal sediments and species during construction.

· Short-term activity with very limited if any affect on local wildlife.

· Small risk of minor pollution incidents if not properly managed.

· Small, localised changes to the visual setting during construction.

Mitigation and Best Practice
· Works will avoid sensitive ecological periods.
· Use of silt curtains, spill prevention measures and a Risk Assesment, Method Statement (RAMS)
· Restriction of working hours to reduce noise disturbance.

· Proper storage of materials away from the foreshore.

Overall Conclusion
With these measures in place, the project is not expected to result in significant adverse environmental effects. The slipway represents a major safety improvement that enhances working conditions for local fishermen while maintaining environmental protection of the Dee Estuary.

An additional slipway on the banks of the Dee can only improve the safety of River Users during bad weather.

