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Landscape / Seascape Impact

Introduction

This Environmental Statement (ES) appendix sets out the potential
landscape and seascape impacts of the Proposed Development.

The potential landscape/ seascape impacts of the Proposed Development
primarily relate to the visibility of proposed structures (temporary and long
term), including how this affects the perceptual qualities and tranquility of a
character area and the direct loss of landscape features within the Main
Development Area.

Landscape/seascape character is considered at national, regional, and local
levels.

The relevant characteristics of these character area profiles are contained
within Appendix 15-B: Landscape Character (EN010166/APP/6.4) and
summarised within Chapter 15: Landscape and Visual Amenity
(EN010166/APP/6.2.15). The character areas are illustrated on Figure 15-
4A: National Landscape Character Areas, Figure 15-4B: Local
Landscape Character Area and Figure 15-B1: LANDMAP
(ENO10166/APP/6.3).

Landscape / Seascape Baseline

National Character Areas

National Landscape Character Areas (NLCA) have been defined and
described by Natural Resources Wales. National Character Areas (NCA)
have been defined by Natural England. These are broad scale and provide
context to more detailed studies of local landscape character.

The study area contains two NLCA profiles:

e NLCA 12 - Bryniau Clwyd / Clwydian Range (Ref 1); and
e NLCA 13 - Glannau Dyfrdwy a Wrecsam /Deeside and Wrexham (Ref 2).

The Proposed Development Site (excluding the Accommodation Works
Areas) is located within NLCA 13 - Glannau Dyfrdwy a Wrecsam /Deeside
and Wrexham (Ref 2).

NLCA 12 — Bryniau Clwyd/ Clwydian Range includes the Clwydian Range
and Dee Valley National Landscape (CRDV).

The likelihood of significant adverse landscape effects on NLCA 12 is
considered negligible, because of the very limited intervisibility and distance
from the Proposed Development and are therefore not considered further.

The study area contains NCA profiles:

e NCA 59: Wirral (Ref 3);
e NCAG60: Mersey Valley (Ref 4); and
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1.2.7

1.2.8

1.2.9

e NCAG61: Shropshire, Chesire and Staffordshire Plain (Ref 5).

The likelihood of significant adverse landscape effects on NCA 60 and
NCA 61 is considered negligible, because of the very limited intervisibility
and distance from the Proposed Development and are therefore not
considered further.

The Construction and Operation Area is situated along the southern shore of
the Dee Estuary and is located within Marine Character Area (MCA) 01: Dee
Estuary (Ref 6 and Ref 7) and MCA 36 — Dee and Mersey Estuaries and
Coastal Waters (Ref 8). MCA 01: Dee Estuary overlaps MCA 36 - Dee and
Mersey Estuaries and Coastal Waters therefore an assessment of MCA 36
has been carried out for the area that lies out with MCA 01.

Local Character Area

At a local level, the LVIA study area is covered by the following Landscape
Character Areas (LCA) within the following areas:

e The Wirral Landscape Character Assessment (2019) (Ref 9);
e LCA 1b Dee Estuarine Edge;
e LCA 3b Thurstaston and Greasby Sandstone Hills;
e LCA 3c Irby and Pensby Sandstone Hills;
e LCA 3d Heswall Dales Sandstone Hills;
e LCA4b Thornton Hough Lowland Farmland Estates; and
e LCA6a Dee Estuary.

e A Landscape Strategy for Cheshire West and Cheshire Borough (2016)
(Ref 10);

e | CA 4d: Burton and Shotwich;

e LCA 6a: Willaston;

e |LCA6b: Neston;

e LCAG6c: Neston and Saughall;

e LCAG6d: Ness, Burton, Puddington & Shotwick Slopes;
e LCAG6e: Capenhurst Plateau;

e LCA 9d: Saughall to Waverton Plain; and

e LCA16b: Dee Estuary.

e Areas of Special County Value (ASCV) in Cheshire West and Chester
(2017) (Ref 11);

e Area 2 — Dee Coastal Area (ASCV).
e LANDMAP Wales (Ref 12);

e LCABUuilt Land;

e LCA Coastal Intertidal Marsh;

e LCA Lowland;
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1.2.10

1.3

1.3.1

1.3.2

¢ LCA Mosaic Rolling Lowland; and
e LCA Upland.

The likelihood of significant adverse landscape effects on LCA 3b and LCA
4b within Wirral is considered negligible, because of the very limited
intervisibility and distance from the Proposed Development and are therefore
not considered further.

Likely Impacts and Effects

Assessment of Landscape Effects

Table 1 provides an assessment of the sensitivity of each landscape
receptor whilst Table 2, Table 3, and Table 4 provide an assessment of the
anticipated magnitude of landscape impacts and the classification of effects
for each landscape receptor at construction, at operation and at
decommissioning.

Refer to Appendix 15-A: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
Methodology (EN010166/APP/6.4) for a detailed description of the criteria
used to assess the landscape receptors.

Table 1: Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Landscape

Sensitivity Assessment
receptor

Value |Susceptibility Sensitivity

National Landscape Character Area (Wales)

The low-lying open landscape contains
nationally significant conservation

gll_aiﬁ;j features, although it is influenced by

the presence of existing large-scale
Dyfrdwy a . 9 'C

. infrastructure. Susceptibility to change .
Wrecsam Medium | _ . ° Medium
. arising from the Proposed

/Deeside : .
and Development is therefore considered to

be very low as this is consistent with
Wrexham

the defining characteristics of the
NLCA.

Natural England National Character Area Profiles (Natural England
2014)

The coastal strip along the Dee Estuary
and north Wirral Foreshore is
characterised by extensive areas of
intertidal sand flats, mudflats, coastal
NCA 59: High salt marshes and coastal sand dunes
Wirral 9 of particular biodiversity value. At some
locations there are expansive views
across the Dee Estuary although they
are influenced by the presence of
existing large-scale infrastructure.

Medium
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Landscape
receptor

Sensitivity Assessment

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

Susceptibility to change arising from
the Proposed Development is therefore
considered to be very low as this is
consistent with the defining
characteristics of the NCA.

Marine Character Are

as (Marine Management Organisation 2018)

MCA 36 —
Dee and
Mersey
Estuaries
and
Coastal
Waters

Medium

The low-lying open landscape contains
nationally and internationally significant
conservation features, although it is
influenced by the presence of existing
large-scale infrastructure. Susceptibility
to change arising from the Proposed
Development is therefore considered to
be low as this is consistent with the

defining characteristics of the NCA.

Medium

Marine Character Areas (Natural Resources Wales 2015, and Welsh
National Marine Plan 2019)

MCA 01 —
Dee
Estuary
(Wales)

High

The Dee Estuary is internationally and
nationally designated for biodiversity
and contains important cultural
elements. Area is influenced by the
presence of existing large-scale
infrastructure such as the steel works,
Existing Gas Treatment Plant at
Connah's Quay, landfill site, and a
chemical manufacturing plant.
Susceptibility to change arising from
the Proposed Development is therefore
considered to be low as this is
consistent with the defining
characteristics of the NCA.

Medium

Areas of Special Cou

nty Value in Cheshire West and Chester (2017)

Area 2 —
Dee
Coastal
Area
(ASCV)

High

Dramatic vistas across the Dee
estuary, particularly from elevated
viewpoints away from the ASCV
boundary towards the coast across
well-managed pastoral farmland
offering exceptional panoramic views
across the Dee Estuary. The
susceptibility to change arising from the
Proposed Development is considered
to be low due taking into account the
factors above.

Medium
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Landscape
receptor

Sensitivity Assessment

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

Wirral Landscape Character Assessment (2019)

LCA 1b:
Dee
Estuarine
Edge

High

The area has a rural character with
open and expensive views over the
Dee Estuary, the susceptibility to
change arising from the Proposed
Development is considered to be low
due to the presence of other existing
large-scale infrastructure.

Medium

LCA 3b:
Thurstaston
and
Greasby
Sandstone
Hills

High

This is one of the most wooded
character areas within Wirral with
woodland concentrated around
Thurstaston Hill, Caldy Hill and Royden
Park. Deciduous woodland is mostly
located on the slopes of the hills,
although there is some tree cover on
the ridgeline. Narrow bands of mature
woodland along the fringes of fields
and periphery of public open spaces
create the impression of a densely
wooded landscape, particularly when
viewed from high ground. Farmland is
mixed with a higher proportion of
pasture to arable. Field pattern varies;
to the south, fields are often long and
linear, and bordered by heavily wooded
boundaries. The susceptibility to
change arising from the Proposed
Development is considered to be low
due to the location of the Proposed
Development in relation to other
existing large-scale infrastructure and
distance and lack of inter-visibility of
the landscape receptor from the
Proposed Development Site.

Medium

LCA 3c:
Irby and
Pensby
Sandstone
Hills

High

An elevated ridgeline, which is wooded
in parts, provides a backdrop to the
surrounding landscape, and a sense of
separation between the urban
settlements and the coastal landscape
along the Dee Estuary. The
susceptibility to change arising from the
Proposed Development is considered
to be low due to the location of the
Proposed Development in relation to
other existing large-scale infrastructure
and distance and lack of inter-visibility

Medium
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Landscape
receptor

Sensitivity Assessment

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

of the landscape receptor from the
Proposed Development Site.

LCA 3d:
Heswall
Dales
Sandstone
Hills

High

A small high area of wooded heathland
to the west of Heswall, retains a remote
and ‘natural’ character. It has
expansive views over the Dee Estuary
to the Welsh coastline and hills beyond
and is popular for informal recreation.
The susceptibility to change arising
from the Proposed Development is
considered to be low due to the
distance between the Proposed
Development and the limited available
views.

Medium

LCA 4b:
Thornton
Hough
Lowland
Farmland
Estates

Medium

A largely flat landform between 40 m
and 50 m AOD, rising to wooded
ridgelines outside the area which
create a bowl-like landscape.
Substantial geometric blocks of mixed
deciduous woodland are prominent
within large arable fields. Overall, an
agricultural landscape, with regular
large fields in arable and pastoral use.
Fields are bordered by well-maintained
mature hedgerows with hedgerow trees
or Cheshire rail fencing which provides
an estate character. The susceptibility
to change arising from the Proposed
Development is considered to be low
due to the distance between the
Proposed Development and the limited
available views.

Medium

LCA 6a:
Dee
Estuary

High

Extensive views over the Dee Estuary,
mudflats, saltmarsh to the Welsh
coastline and Clwydian Range
contribute to the perception of a large-
scale exposed landscape. Valued for
formal and informal recreation,
providing access to the coast via Wirral
Country Park and the Wirral Way
coastal path. The susceptibility to
change arising from the Proposed
Development is considered to be low
taking into account the above.

Medium
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Landscape
receptor

Sensitivity Assessment

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

A Landscape Strategy for Cheshire West and Cheshire Borough (2016)

LCA4d:
Burton and
Shotwich

Low

The flat landform and long panoramic
views contribute to the perception of a
large scale, exposed landscape. The
landscape has an industrial character
where the Deeside / Shotton industrial
area including Connah’s Quay power
station, pylons and the Flintshire Bridge
are visually dominant. Susceptibility to
change arising from the Proposed
Development as part of the existing
landscape character is therefore
considered to be low.

Low

LCA 6a:
Willaston

Medium

The study area covers small sections of
this LCA in the areas of Neston and
east of the A540 north-east of Burton.
There is a strong urban and suburban
as well as busy transport infrastructure
(A540) influence on the landscape
character in the section around Neston.
The section near Burton is close to the
A540 and contains a small field pattern
with pockets of woodland. Susceptibility
to change arising from the Proposed
Development as part of the existing
landscape character is therefore
considered to be low.

Medium

LCA 6b:
Neston

High

The Neston Enclosed Farmland
landscape character type is a small
character area enclosed to the north,
east and south by the built-up suburbs
of Neston. To the west, open views of
the Dee Estuary, the Mudflats,
Saltmarsh, and water body is the main
focus in available open views. The
Welsh shoreline and Clwydian range
beyond form the horizon in the
distance. Susceptibility to change
arising from the Proposed
Development as part of the existing
landscape character is therefore
considered to be very low.

Medium
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Landscape
receptor

Sensitivity Assessment

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

LCA 6¢:
Neston to
Saughall

High

The Neston to Saughall Enclosed
Farmland character area extends from
Neston in the west to Saughall.
Landscape scale, enclosure and views
are dependent on location where
hedgerows, trees and woodland
provide partial screening, however,
some larger scale panoramic views
westward across the Dee Estuary
afford views of Wales and the Clwydian
Range in the distance. The Shotton
industrial area and the Connah’s Quay
Power Station are visible from this
LCA. Susceptibility to change arising
from the Proposed Development as
part of the existing landscape character
is therefore considered to be low.

Medium

LCA 6d:
Ness,
Burton,
Puddington
and
Shotwick
Slopes

High

The Ness, Burton, Puddington &
Shotwick Slopes Enclosed Farmland is
in active agricultural use. It is a medium
to large scale landscape with open
expansive views westward across the
Dee Estuary towards north Wales and
the Clwydian Hills; also views to the
south towards the Shotton industrial
area where both the Connah’s Quay
Power Station stacks and the dramatic
Flintshire Bridge are visible. An area to
the south and west of Burton is
designated at county level as part of
the Dee Coastal ASCV.

Medium

LCA 6e:
Capenhurst
Plateau

Medium

The Capenhurst Plateau Enclosed
Farmland character type is an almost
flat area of land surrounding the
Capenhurst industrial complex to the
west of Ellesmere Port. Distant views
are not a feature of this landscape,
unlike other character areas within the
same character type.

Low

LCA9d:
Saughall to
Waverton
Plain

Low

Contrasting and complex character of
rural and urban landscapes together in
fragmented patterns where overhead
wires and pylons locally dominate the
skyline. The susceptibility to change
arising from the Proposed

Low
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Landscape
receptor

Sensitivity Assessment

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

Development is considered to be low
due to the industrial character.

LCA 16b:
Dee
Estuary
Banks

Medium

The Dee Estuary landscape character
area is an area of inter-tidal mudflats
and saltmarsh along the western
coastline of the Wirral peninsula. The
flat open landform and long views
contribute to the perception of a large
scale, exposed landscape. The Dee
estuary is highly dynamic and there are
continuous shifts in the transport and
distribution of sediments and the
development of habitats, but the visual
balance of features remains similar and
in good condition. The susceptibility to
change arising from the Proposed
Development is considered to be
medium.

Medium

LANDMAP Wales

Built Land

Low

Landscape containing large scale
industrial development, residential
areas and smaller villages.
Susceptibility to change arising from
the Proposed Development is therefore
considered to be low considering the
above.

Low

Coastal
Intertidal
Marsh

High

The landscape has unique and rare
qualities due to the influence of the Dee
Estuary and is an ‘area of national &
international value’. Area is influenced
by the presence of existing large-scale
industrial and road infrastructure such
as the steel works, Connah's Quay
Power Station, and a chemical
manufacturing plant.

Susceptibility to change arising from
the Proposed Development is therefore
considered to be high considering the
above.

High

Lowland

Medium

Simple and discordant landscape with
strong contrasts extending over
agricultural land to the north of the
River Dee. Low scenic quality with
detracting features associated with the

Medium



Connah’s Quay Low Carbon Power

EN010166/APP/6.4

Environmental Statement Volume IV
Appendix 15-D: Landscape Impact Assessment

Landscape
receptor

Sensitivity Assessment

Value

Susceptibility

Sensitivity

industrial influence from adjacent
areas. Susceptibility to change arising
from the Proposed Development is
therefore considered to be low.

Mosaic
Rolling
Lowland

Medium

Gently undulating lowland which
extends up to the Dee Estuary edge
with distinct east/west grain and areas
of linear woodland stream valleys,
farmland, and ribbon settlement along
the urban fringe. The Visual Sensory is
evaluated to be moderate. The
landscape value of Rolling Lowland is
assessed to be moderate.
Susceptibility to change arising from
the Proposed Development is therefore
considered to be low as this is
consistent with the defining
characteristics of the receiving
environment.

Medium

Upland

High

The Clwydian Range comprises of
scrub and open rough grassland, to
medium scale improved grassland
shoulders, and smaller more intimate
scale hedged pastures with traditional
farming. The upper plateau is simple
and harmonious with few detracting
features. It is considered unlikely
construction activities would be
discernible from this distance.
Considering the above, the
susceptibility to change arising from the
Proposed Development is considered
to be high.

High

National Landscape

Clwydian
Range and
Dee Valley

High

This National Landscape includes high
levels of tranquility, remoteness,
wilderness, space, and freedom.
‘Tranquility is associated with an
atmosphere of calm and stillness;
peace and quiet; and with dark night
skies.’ It also includes access to the
landscape and the uninterrupted and
extensive views and a sense of
belonging and attachment to the
landscape.

High
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Landscape -
Sensitivity Assessment
receptor
Value |Susceptibility Sensitivity
Considering the above, the
susceptibility to change arising from the
Proposed Development is considered
to be high.
uni

per
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Landscape Type

Sensitivity of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Construction

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of
effect

National Landscape Character Areas Wa

les

NLCA 13 - Glannau
Dyfrdwy a Wrecsam

/Deeside and Wrexham

Medium

Construction activities associated with the
Proposed Development would directly impact the
NLCA. Construction activities would be viewed in
context with other large-scale power related
structures. Due to the presence of large-scale
structures which lie within this NLCA and the nature
of construction activities, it is assessed that the
Proposed Development would have very limited
potential to affect the landscape character and
perception of the NLCA. Impacts would be very low,
over a small geographical extent, medium term and
reversible.

Very low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)

NCA 59: Wirral

=

ss)
0=.
ﬁ

Medium

The Proposed Development lies outside of this
area but would introduce long distance views of
construction activity within limited views from it.
Due to existing views containing large-scale
industrial structures it is considered that the
construction of the Proposed Development would
result in very limited perceptible change to the
landscape character and tranquility of the NCA.
Impacts are assessed to be very low, over a limited
geographical area in the medium term that would
be reversible.

Very Low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)
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Landscape Type

Sensitivity of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Construction

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of
effect

MCA 36 — Dee and
Mersey Estuaries and
Coastal Waters Marine
Management
Organisation (MMO)

Medium

Construction activities associated with the
Proposed Development would indirectly impact the
MCA. Due to the existing influence of large-scale
structures and road infrastructure within the
surrounding area, it is considered that the
Proposed Development would have limited
potential to affect the character and tranquility of
the MCA. Impacts are assessed to be very low,
over a limited area, medium term and reversible.

Very low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)

MCA 01 — Dee Estuary
(Wales)

Medium

Construction activities associated with the
Proposed Development would indirectly impact the
MCA. Due to the existing influence of large-scale
structures and road infrastructure within the
surrounding area, it is considered that the
Proposed Development would have limited
potential to affect the character and tranquility of
the MCA. Impacts are assessed to be low, over a
limited area, medium term and reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

Areas of Special County Value in Cheshire West and Chester

Area 2 - Dee Coastal
Area (ASCV)

uni
per

Medium

The Proposed Development lies outside of this
area but would introduce long distance views of
additional power related structures within limited
views from it. Due to existing views containing
large-scale industrial structures it is considered that
the construction of the Proposed Development
would result in small perceptible change to the
landscape character and tranquility of the ASCV

Very low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)

13
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Landscape Type

Sensitivity of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Construction

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of
effect

during the construction stage. Impacts are
assessed to be very low, over a limited
geographical area in the medium term that would
be reversible.

Wirral Landscape Character areas

LCA 1b: Dee Estuarine
Edge

Medium

Construction activities associated with the
Proposed Development would indirectly impact the
LCA. Due to the existing influence of large-scale
industrial structures and road infrastructure within
the surrounding area, it is considered that the
Proposed Development would have limited
potential to affect the character and tranquility of
the LCA. Impacts are assessed to be low, over a
small geographical area, medium term and
reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

LCA 3c: Irby and Pensby
Sandstone Hills

Medium

The Proposed Development when seen across the
Dee Estuary and would introduce views of
structures associated with the Proposed
Development within it. Due to the existing influence
of large-scale industrial structures and road
infrastructure within the surrounding LCA, it is
considered that the construction of the Proposed
Development would have low impact over a small
geographical area, medium term and reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

LCA 3d: Heswall Dales
Sandstone Hills

uni
per

Medium

The Proposed Development lies outside of this
area but would introduce long distance views of

Very Low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)

14



Connah’s Quay Low Carbon Power

EN010166/APP/6.4

Environmental Statement Volume IV

Appendix 15-D: Landscape Impact Assessment

Landscape Type

Sensitivity of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Construction

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of
effect

additional power related structures within limited
views from it. Due to existing views containing
large-scale industrial structures it is considered that
the construction of the Proposed Development
would result in very limited perceptible change to
the landscape character and tranquility of the LCA.
Impacts are assessed to be very low, over a limited
geographical area in the medium term that would
be reversible.

LCA 6a:
Dee Estuary

Medium

The construction activities associated with the
Proposed Development include excavators, cranes
and heavy machinery which would all contribute to
visual disturbance of this LCA. Due to existing
views containing large-scale industrial structures
similar in scale, it is considered that the
construction of the Proposed Development would
result in no perceptible change to the landscape
character and tranquility of the LCA. Impacts are
assessed to be very low, over a limited
geographical area in the medium term that would
be reversible.

Very low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)

Cheshire West and Cheshire Character Areas Construction

LCA4d: Burton and
Shotwich

uni
per

Low

The Proposed Development would result in long
distance views of construction activity, intervisibility
between the Main Development Area and the LCA
would be limited by the industrial nature of the
available landscape features. Due to existing

Very Low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)

15
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Landscape Type

Sensitivity of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Construction

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of
effect

landscape character containing large-scale
industrial structures and road network
infrastructure, it is considered that the construction
of the Proposed Development would result in no
perceptible change to the landscape character and
tranquility of the LCA. Impacts are assessed to be
very low, over a small geographical area in the
medium term that would be reversible.

LCA 6a:
Willaston

Medium

The urban / suburban areas east and north of
Neston would mainly not experience open
westward vistas and rarely experience long
distance views of construction activity on the Main
Development Area. Views from within the area
around the A540 north-east of Burton are also
limited, if possible at all, due to intervening
vegetation and topography. Due to the limited
availability of views towards the Proposed
Development and existing large-scale industrial
structures similar in scale, it is considered that the
construction of the Proposed Development would
result in no perceptible change to the landscape
character and tranquility of the LCA. Impacts are
assessed to be very low, over a limited
geographical area in the medium term that would
be reversible.

Very Low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)

LCA 6b: Neston

=

ss)
0=.
ﬁ

Medium

Extensive long distance views westward from
above Parkgate towards the Main Development

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

16
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Landscape Type

Sensitivity of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Construction

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of
effect

Area are available and construction activity would
be visible. Over this distance, the scale of cranes
and large construction machinery, and the
incremental development of the built form in an
industrial area across the Dee Estuary would result
in no perceptible change to the landscape
character and tranquility of the LCA. Impacts are
assessed to be low over a small geographical area
in the medium term that would be reversible.

LCA 6¢c: Neston to
Saughall

=
U5

Medium

The Neston to Saughall enclosed farmland
character with open westward vistas would
experience long distance views of construction
activity on the Main Development Area. The
existing Connah’s Quay Power Station is visually
prominent, and the Proposed Development
construction would introduce long distance views of
construction activities, operating machinery, and
the incremental development of large scale power
infrastructure. Due to existing views containing
large-scale industrial structures similar in scale, it is
considered that the construction of the Proposed
Development would result in no perceptible change
to the landscape character and tranquility of the
LCA. Impacts are assessed to be low, over a
limited geographical area in the medium term that
would be reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)
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Landscape Type

Sensitivity of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Construction

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of
effect

LCA 6d: Ness, Burton,
Puddington and Shotwick

Slopes

Medium

Construction activity, including excavators, cranes,
and heavy machinery, would contribute to visual
disturbance from Burton and the western part of the
LCA. The area towards Shotwick is considered less
likely to experience visual impact. While existing
views contain large-scale industrial structures
similar in scale, it is considered that the
construction of the Proposed Development would
result in no perceptible change to the landscape
character and tranquility of the LCA. Impacts are
assessed to be low over a small geographical area
in the medium term that would be reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

LCA 6e: Capenhurst

Plateau

Low

The Capenhurst Plateau Enclosed Farmland
character type is an almost flat area of land
surrounding the Capenhurst industrial complex to
the west of Ellesmere Port. Distant views are not a
feature of this landscape, unlike other character
areas within the same character type. It is
considered that the construction of the Proposed
Development would result in no perceptible change
to the landscape character and tranquility of the
LCA.

No impact

No impact

LCA 9d: Saughall to
Waverton Plain

uni
per

Low

The Proposed Development lies to the west of this
LCA but may introduce long distance views of
construction activity of the taller elements of the

Very low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)
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Landscape Type

Sensitivity of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Construction

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of
effect

Proposed Development. Due to existing views
containing large-scale industrial structures it is
considered that the construction of the Proposed
Development would result in no perceptible change
to the landscape character and tranquility of the
LCA. Impacts are assessed to be very low, over a
small geographical area in the medium term that
would be reversible.

LCA 16b: Dee Estuary
Banks

Medium

The construction activities associated with the
Proposed Development include excavators, cranes
and heavy machinery which would all contribute to
visual disturbance of this LCA. Due to existing
views containing large-scale industrial structures
similar in scale, it is considered that the
construction of the Proposed Development would
result in no perceptible change to the landscape
character and tranquility of the LCA. Impacts are
assessed to be low, over a limited geographical
area in the medium term that would be reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

LANDMAP Wales

Built Land

=

ss)
0=.
ﬁ

Low

The construction of the Proposed Development is
partially located within this LCA, but as a result of
the existing large-scale industrial structures there
would be a small perceptible change on the
character. Impacts are assessed to be very low,

Very low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)

19



Connah’s Quay Low Carbon Power
ENO010166/APP/6.4

Environmental Statement Volume IV
Appendix 15-D: Landscape Impact Assessment

LANDMAP Wales

over a limited geographical area in the medium
term that would be reversible.

Coastal Intertidal Marsh

High

The Proposed Development is located on the
shoreline of the Dee Estuary. Occasional views
may be available containing large-scale industrial
structures of the existing Connah’s Quay Power
Station and construction activities would introduce
cranes and large structures associated with the
Proposed Development within its small
geographical area. Due to the existing influence of
large-scale industrial structures and road
infrastructure within the surrounding LCA, it is
considered that the Proposed Development would
have very low impact over a small geographical
area, long term and reversible.

Very low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

Lowland

Medium

The Proposed Development is located adjacent to
the Lowland LCA. The Visual Sensory across these
areas is evaluated to be medium with areas
evaluated as low adjacent to the industrial areas.
The Proposed Development construction would
have a small perceptible change on the character
and tranquility of the lowlands. Impacts are
assessed to be low, over a limited geographical
area in the medium term that would be reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

Mosaic Rolling Lowland

uni
per

Medium

The gently undulating lowland, with linear stream
woodlands, has an overall estuarine influence and
intermittent intervisibility of the Proposed
Development Site. The resulting Visual Sensory is
evaluated to be moderate. The landscape value is

Very low

Negligible adverse
(not significant)
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LANDMAP Wales

also medium. Construction activities on the Main
Development Area would be visible in places; the
absorber stacks would require temporary structures
and heavy lifting equipment. It is considered that
the construction of the Proposed Development
would result in no perceptible change to the
landscape character and tranquility of the LCA.
Impacts are assessed to be very low, over a limited
geographical area in the medium term that would
be reversible.

Upland

High

The Proposed Development would introduce long
distance views of additional power related
structures within a number of views in this attractive
upland with pastoral slopes of the Clwydian hills.
Due to available long-range views containing large-
scale industrial structures, it is considered that the
addition of the Proposed Development would result
in an intensification of the existing industrial
landscape character at this location although this
would cause no perceptible change to the
landscape character and tranquillity of the NCA.
Impacts are assessed to be very low, over a small
geographical area in the medium term that would
be reversible.

Very low

Minor adverse (not
significant)

National Landscape

Clwydian Range and
Dee Valley

uni
per

High

Construction activities associated with the
Proposed Development would be located to the
north-east of the National Landscape. As a result of
the long distance and limited intervisibility,

No impact

No impact
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LANDMAP Wales
construction activities associated with the Proposed
Development would not impact on the special
qualities of the National Landscape.
uni
per
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Landscape Sensitivity o _ Predic_:ted o
Type of Description of landscape effects - Operation maghnitude | Significance of effect
receptor of impact
National Landscape Character Areas Wales
The Proposed Development would introduce views of
NLCA 13 - additional infrastructure within the NLCA. Due to the
Glannau existing influence of other large-scale industrial structures
Dyfrdwy a and road and rail infrastructure within the NLCA, the
Wrecsam | Medium Proposed Development would result in a small change to  |Very Low | Negligible adverse (not significant)
/Deeside the character without altering the overall characteristics of
and the landscape. Impacts would be very low, over a small
Wrexham geographical area, long term and reversible.
The Proposed Development lies outside of this NCA but
would introduce views of structures into it. Due to
expansive views containing large-scale industrial
structures and associated infrastructure and road
NCA 59: Medi infrastructure, it is considered that the Proposed Verv L Negligible ad t significant
Wirral edium Development would result in limited perceptible change to ery Low egligible adverse (not significant)
the landscape character and tranquility of the NCA.
Impacts would be very low, over a medium geographical
area, long term and reversible.
MCA 36 — The Proposed Development would indirectly impact the
Dee and MCA and would introduce views of structures associated
Mersey Medium with the Proposed Development. The existing influence of |Very Low |Negligible adverse (not significant)
Estuaries other large-scale industrial structures within the MCA
and would result in a small change to the character without

uni
per
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Landscape Sensitivity o _ Predi(_:ted o
Type of Description of landscape effects - Operation maghnitude | Significance of effect
receptor of impact
Coastal altering the overall characteristics of the landscape. The
Waters impacts would be very low, over a small geographical
(MMO) area, long term and reversible.
The Proposed Development would indirectly impact the
MCA and would introduce views of structures associated
MCA 01 — with the Proposed Development. The existing influence of
Dee Medium other large-scale industrial structures within the MCA Low Minor adverse (not significant)
Estuary would result in a small change to the character without
(Wales) altering the overall characteristics of the landscape. The
impacts would be low, over a small geographical area,
long term and reversible.
Areas of Special County Value in Cheshire West and Chester
The Proposed Development would introduce long distance
views of tall elements of the power infrastructure. Raised
elevation and low density of development in the ASCV
contrast with surrounding settled and industrial and urban
landscapes. Due to available views containing large-scale
Area 2 - industrial structures, it is considered that the addition of the
Dee . Proposed Development would result in an intensification of . o
Coastal Medium  |he existing industrial landscape character at this location | Very low | Negligible adverse (not significant)
Area ASCV although this would cause no perceptible change to the

=

ss)
0=.
ﬁ

landscape character and tranquility of the ASCV. Impacts
are assessed to be very low, over a small geographical
area in the medium term that would be reversible.
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Landscape Sensitivity Predicted
o escription of landscape effects - Operation magnitude | Significance of effec
— P f D ipti f landscape effects - Operati gnitude | Signifi f effect
yp receptor of impact
Wirral Landscape Character Areas
The Proposed Development is located on the shoreline of
the Dee Estuary and would indirectly impact the LCA. The
influence of large-scale industrial structures, power
LCA 1b: infrastructure and road infrastructure within the
Dee Medium surrounding area are part of the landscape character of Low Minor adverse (not significant)
Estuarine the LCA. It is considered that the Proposed Development 9
Edge would have limited potential to affect the existing
landscape character and tranquility of the LCA. Impacts
are assessed to be low, over a small geographical area,
long term and reversible.
The Proposed Development when seen across the Dee
LCA 3c: Estuary would introduce views of structures associated
Irb and with the Proposed Development within it. Due to the
y . existing influence of large-scale industrial structures and , S
Pensby Medium d infrastruct ithin th dina LCA. it i Low Minor adverse (not significant)
Sandstone road infrastructure within the surrounding ,itis
Hills considered that the operation of the Proposed
Development would have a low impact over a small
geographical area, long term and reversible.
The Proposed Development is located across the Dee
LCA 3d: Estuary. Occasional views may be available containing
Heswali large-scale industrial structures of the existing Connah’s
Dales Medium Quay Power Stafuon anq would introduce views of Very low Negligible adverse (not significant)
Sandstone st_ru<_:tures associated W|_th the Proposed Deve_lopment
Hills within a small geographical area. Due to the distance, lack

uni
per

of intervisibility and where views may be available, the

existing influence of large-scale industrial structures and
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Landscape
Type

Sensitivity
of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Operation

Predicted
magnitude
of impact

Significance of effect

road infrastructure within the surrounding LCA, it is
considered that the Proposed Development would have
very low impact over a small geographical area, long term
and reversible.

LCA 6a:
Dee
Estuary

Medium

The Proposed Development is located across the Dee
Estuary. Occasional long distance views may be available
containing large-scale industrial structures of the existing
Connah’s Quay Power Station and would introduce views
of structures associated with the Proposed Development
within a small geographical area. Due to the distance, lack
of intervisibility and where views may be available, the
existing influence of large-scale industrial structures and
road infrastructure within the surrounding LCA, it is
considered that the Proposed Development would have
very low impact over a small geographical area, long term
and reversible.

Very low

Negligible adverse (not significant)

Cheshire West and Cheshire Character Areas

LCA 4d:
Burton and
Shotwich

=

ss)
0=.
ﬁ

Low

The Proposed Development lies outside of this LCA but
would introduce views of structures associated with
existing power infrastructure. Due to expansive views
containing large-scale industrial structures and associated
infrastructure and road infrastructure, it is considered that
the Proposed Development would result in limited
perceptible change to the landscape character and
tranquility of the LCA. Impacts would be very low, over a
small geographical area, long term and reversible.

Very low

Negligible adverse (not significant)
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Landscape
Type

Sensitivity
of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Operation

Predicted
magnitude
of impact

Significance of effect

LCA 6a:
Willaston

Medium

The urban / suburban areas east and north of Neston
would mainly not experience open westward vistas and
rarely experience long distance views of construction
activity on the Main Development Area. Views from the
area around the A540 north-east of Burton are also limited,
if possible at all, due to intervening vegetation and
topography. The Proposed Development would be located
at least 6 km from this LCA. Due to the limited availability
of views towards the Proposed Development and existing
large-scale industrial structures similar in scale, it is
considered that the Proposed Development would result in
an intensification of the existing industrial landscape
character at this location although this would cause no
perceptible change to the landscape character and
tranquility of the LCA. Impacts are assessed to be very
low, over a small geographical area in the long term that
would be reversible.

Very Low

Negligible adverse (not significant)

LCA 6b:
Neston

Medium

Available views will contain large-scale industrial
structures similar in scale to the existing Connah’s Quay
Power Station. The Proposed Development would be
approximately 6 km from this LCA. Due to available views
containing large-scale industrial structures, it is considered
that the addition of the Proposed Development would
result in an intensification of the existing industrial
landscape character at this location although this would
cause no perceptible change to the landscape character
and tranquility of the LCA. Impacts are assessed to be low,

Low

Minor adverse (not significant)
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Landscape Sensitivity o _ Predi(_:ted o
Type of Description of landscape effects - Operation maghnitude | Significance of effect
receptor of impact
over a small geographical area in the long term that would
be reversible.
Available views of the Welsh shoreline contain large-scale
industrial structures and the existing Connah’s Quay
Power Station. The Proposed Development would
introduce additional large structures associated with the
LCA 6c: power infrastructure. The Main Development Area
Nestonto | Medium comprises a small geographical area in the larger Low Minor adverse (not significant)
Saughall industrial region along the Dee Estuary. Due to the existing
influence of large-scale industrial structures and road
infrastructure in available views, it is considered that the
Proposed Development would have low impact over a
small geographical area, long term and reversible.
At operation, the presence of large industrial structures,
such as absorber stacks, and extensive built form would
LCA 6d: dominate the landscape over a small geographical area.
Ness, The development would not alter the landscape character,
Burton, rather intensify the industrial built form. Due to existing
Puddington |Medium views containing large-scale industrial structures similarin |Low Minor adverse (not significant)
and scale, it is considered that the operation of the Proposed
Shotwick Development would result no perceptible change to the
Slopes landscape character and tranquility of the LCA. Impacts
are assessed to be low, over a limited geographical area in
the medium term that would be reversible.
LCA 6e: The Capenhurst Plateau Enclosed Farmland character
Capenhurst |Low type is an almost flat area of land surrounding the No impact |No impact
Plateau Capenhurst industrial complex to the west of Ellesmere
un

per

28



Connah’s Quay Low Carbon Power

Environmental Statement Volume IV

EN010166/APP/6.4 Appendix 15-D: Landscape Impact Assessment
Landscape Sensitivity Predicted
Type P€ | of Description of landscape effects - Operation magnitude | Significance of effect
yp receptor of impact
Port. Distant views are not a feature of this landscape,
unlike other character areas within the same character
type.
The Proposed Development may introduce long distance
views of the taller elements of the Proposed Development.
LCA 94: Due to existing available views containing large-scale
Sau héll o industrial structures it is considered that the addition of the
9 Low Proposed Development would result in no perceptible Very low | Negligible adverse (not significant)
Waverton »
Plai change to the landscape character and tranquility of the
ain
LCA. Impacts are assessed to be very low, over a small
geographical area in the long term which would be
reversible.
The Proposed Development would indirectly impact the
LCA. The introduction of large scale structures associated
. with the Proposed Development alongside the existing
LCA 16b: . . : e
. influence of other large-scale industrial structures within , -
Dee Medium this LCA i Iti Il ch to the ch ¢ Low Minor adverse (not significant)
Estuary is would result in a small change to the character
without altering the overall characteristics of the
landscape. The impacts would be low, over a small
geographical area, long term and reversible.
LANDMAP Wales
The Proposed Development is partially located within this
Built Land | Low LCA, but as a result of the existing large-scale industrial Very low Negligible adverse (not significant)

un
)

(1]
ﬁ

structures there would be a small perceptible change on
the character. Impacts are assessed to be very low, over a
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Landscape
Type

Sensitivity
of
receptor

Description of landscape effects - Operation

Predicted
magnitude
of impact

Significance of effect

limited geographical area in the long term that would be
reversible.

Coastal
Intertidal
Marsh

High

The Proposed Development is located in an area
containing large scale industrial structures. Due to the
existing influence of Connah’s Quay Power Station, other
power related infrastructure and road infrastructure within
the surrounding LCA, it is considered that the Proposed
Development would have a very low impact over a small
geographical area, long term and reversible.

Very low

Minor adverse (not significant)

Lowland

Medium

The Proposed Development is located adjacent to the
Lowland LCA. The operation of the Proposed
Development would result in a small perceptible change
on the character and tranquility of the Lowland LCA.
Impacts are assessed to be low, over a limited
geographical area in the long term that would be
reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not significant)

Mosaic
Rolling
Lowland

=

ss)
0=.
ﬁ

Medium

The Proposed Development is located adjacent to this
LCA. The taller elements, including the absorber stacks,
would be clearly visible from this LCA. However,
intervisibility of tall power infrastructure alongside the Dee
Estuary is currently experienced from within this LCA. The
Proposed Development would have a small perceptible
change on the character and tranquility of the LCA.
Impacts are assessed to be low, over a limited
geographical area in the medium term that would be
reversible.

Low

Minor adverse (not significant)
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Landscape Sensitivity o _ Predi(_:ted o
Type of Description of landscape effects - Operation maghnitude | Significance of effect
receptor of impact
Due to available long range views towards the Dee
Estuary and the adjacent large-scale industrial structures,
it is considered that the addition of the Proposed
Development would result in an intensification of the
Upland High existing industrial character at this location although this Very Low | Minor adverse (not significant)
would cause no perceptible change to the landscape
character and tranquility of the area. Impacts are assessed
to be very low, over a small geographical area in the long
term that would be reversible.
National Landscape
The Proposed Development would lie to the north-east of
Clwydian the National Landscape. As a result of the long distance
Range and High and limited intervisibility, the operation of the Proposed No impact |No impact
Dee Valley Development would not impact on the special qualities of

=

ss)
0=.
ﬁ

the National Landscape.
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Impacts arising from the physical decommissioning of the project would be similar in scale and activity to construction, and similar or slightly
shorter in duration.

Landscape
Type

Sensitivity
of receptor

Description of effects - Decommissioning

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of effect

National Landscape Character Areas Wales

NLCA 13 -
Glannau
Dyfrdwy a
Wrecsam
/Deeside and
Wrexham

Medium

Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be
broadly similar as described in Table 2.

Very low

Negligible adverse (not
significant)

NCA 59: Wirral

Medium

Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be
broadly similar as described in Table 2.

Very Low

Negligible adverse (not
significant)

MCA 36 — Dee
and Mersey
Estuaries and
Coastal Waters
Marine
Management
Organisation
(MMO)

Medium

Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be
broadly similar as described in Table 2.

Very low

Negligible adverse (not
significant)

MCA 01 — Dee
Estuary
(Wales)

uni
per

Medium

Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be
broadly similar as described in Table 2.

Low

Minor adverse (not
significant)
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Landscape
Type

Sensitivity
of receptor

Description of effects - Decommissioning

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of effect

Areas of Special County Value in Cheshire West and Chester

Area 2 - Dee o : -
Coastal Area Medium Decomml_ssllonlng actlerles a_nd resulting effects would be Very low N_eg!lglble adverse (not
broadly similar as described in Table 2. significant)
(ASCV)
Wirral Landscape Character areas
LCA 1b: Dee Medium Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Low Minor adverse (not
Estuarine Edge broadly similar as described in Table 2. significant)
LCA 3c: Irby o - . ,
. Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Minor adverse (not
and Pensby Medium o : ; Low N
. broadly similar as described in Table 2. significant)
Sandstone Hills
LCA 3d: Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Negligible adverse (not
Heswall Dales |Medium o ) . Very Low 9
. broadly similar as described in Table 2. significant)
Sandstone Hills
LCA 6a: Medium Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Verv low Negligible adverse (not
Dee Estuary broadly similar as described in Table 2. ry significant)
Cheshire West and Cheshire Character Areas Construction
LCA4d: Burton Low Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Verv Low Negligible adverse (not
and Shotwich broadly similar as described in Table 2. y significant)
LCA 6a: Medium Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Verv Low Negligible adverse (not
Willaston broadly similar as described in Table 2. y significant)
LCA 6b: Medium Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Low Minor adverse (not
Neston broadly similar as described in Table 2. significant)

uni
per
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Landscape
Type

Sensitivity
of receptor

Description of effects - Decommissioning

Predicted
magnitude of
impact

Significance of effect

LCA 6¢: Neston

Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be

Minor adverse (not

to Saughall Medium broadly similar as described in Table 2. Low significant)
LCA 6d: Ness,
Burton, Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would b Minor adverse (not
Puddington Medium ecommissioning activities and resuiting efiects would be 1, ., significant)
. broadly similar as described in Table 2.
and Shotwick
Slopes
LCA Ge: Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be . .
Capenhurst Low e : . No impact No impact
broadly similar as described in Table 2.
Plateau
LCA 9d: o o . -
Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Negligible adverse (not

Saughall to Low o : ; Very low 2

. broadly similar as described in Table 2. significant)
Waverton Plain
LCA 16b: Dee Medium Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Low Minor adverse (not
Estuary Banks broadly similar as described in Table 2. significant)
LANDMAP Wales

. Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Negligible adverse (not

Built Land Low broadly similar as described in Table 2. Very low significant)
Coastal Hiah Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Verv low Minor adverse (not
Intertidal Marsh |' 9 broadly similar as described in Table 2. y significant)
Lowland Medium Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Low Minor adverse (not

uni
per

broadly similar as described in Table 2.

significant)
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LANDMAP Wales

Mosaic Rolling

Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be

Negligible adverse (not

Lowland Medium broadly similar as described in Table 2. Very low significant)

Upland Hiah Decommissioning activities and resulting effects would be Verv low Minor adverse (not
P 9 broadly similar as described in Table 2. y significant)

National Landscape

Clwydian T " :

Range and High bDec%rle_sslllonlng gctlvrqbesda_nd_rrebslultlzng effects would be No impact No impact

Dee Valley roadly similar as described in Table 2.

=

ss)
0=.
ﬁ
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