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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Pink text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	 Bryan Burn / Waste Permitting 


	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-031382
Ffynnoncyff Farm
Ferwig, Cardigan, Ceredigion
SA43 1QD

	1. a. SSSI name(s) 
b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. Aberarth Carreg Wylan SSSI
b. Ceredigion
c. Environment Team 5- Ceredigion


	1.  Brief description of proposal


	Landspreading deployment under SR2010No4 Mobile plant permit. Spreading 02 05 02 Waste from the dairy products industry – sludges from onsite effluent treatment, from 1 site.

The waste produced by Volac/Sensient–Felinfach is high in readily available nitrogen.

The waste to be applied is from permitted temporary storage facility - Mr Daniel Aneurin Rhodri James, Mrs Carys Ellen James, Mr
Gareth Rhodri James, and Mrs Sian James EPR/DB3090CE Ffynnoncyff Lagoon, Ffynnoncyff Farm, Ferwig, Ceredigion, SA43 1QD.
The producer of the waste in temporary storage in this permitted facility is Volac/Sensient, Felinfach – permit: EPR/BP3135EB.

The activity is not wholly or partly within the SSSI boundaries.

Fields Ffynnoncyff 1 (A&B), 2, 3 (A&B), 4, 5, 6, 7 (A,B&C) will be spread in a single application up to 37t/ha in February –
April 2026 prior to cultivations and the spring barley crops being planted. The liquid sludge will be incorporated into the
soil within 12 hours following spreading.

Field Ffynnoncyff 28 will be spread in February – April 2026 prior to first cut silage and following silage cuts May –
September 2026. Spreading of this grass field will be split into up to 4 applications & the total of all applications will not exceed the max application rate for the field as listed in table 1. Each individual application will not exceed 50t/ha in any one application to the field.

The liquid sludge is to be spread from permitted temporary storage facility EPR/DB3090CE Ffynnoncyff Lagoon onto the
deployed fields at the required timings as stated above. This is done by either umbilical method with the liquid delivered to tractor in deployed fields pumped through hose and spread by dribble bar applicator mounted onto the back of the tractor, or a tractor and vacuum tanker with dribble bar applicator. The dribble bar applicator places the liquid in bands onto the surface of the ground. This spread method is effective in limiting odour generation & nutrient losses associated
with higher trajectory spread methods such as splash plate. Spreading is undertaken with the use of flow meters to ensure correct rates are applied.

Spreading of the waste will be carried out in accordance with the Code of Good Agricultural Practice, The Water
Resources (Control of Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) Regulations 2021 and in accordance with the requirements of the deployment and Environmental Permitting Regulations.

NRW will be informed at least 48 hours prior to any spreading commencing and no spreading will occur within 48 hours of forecasted heavy rainfall.

Farm
SN 19382 50533
Fields 
Ffynnoncyff 1 (A&B) -SN 19194 50810 
Ffynnoncyff 2  - SN 19016 50802 
Ffynnoncyff 3 (A&B) - SN 18830 50865 
Ffynnoncyff 4 - SN 18801 50631 
Ffynnoncyff 5 - SN 18977 50554 
Ffynnoncyff 6 - SN 19158 50508 
Ffynnoncyff 7 (A,B&C) - SN 18876 50333 
Ffynnoncyff 28 - SN 19341 50930
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	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:
1.	Cultivation, including ploughing, rotovating, harrowing and re-seeding.
2.	Mowing or cutting vegetation, the introduction of mowing or cutting and alterations to the mowing or cutting regime
3.	Application of manure, slurry, silage liquor, fertilisers and lime.
4.	Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

Aberarth - Carreg Wylan
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/641362/SSSI_0355_SMS_EN0017c63.pdf  
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/641262/SSSI_0355_Citation_EN0018c6a.pdf 

1.	Zonation of intertidal communities honeycomb worm reefs and overhangs and caves 
2.	Maritime cliff crevice and ledge 
3.	Maritime and wild thyme grassland and coastal heathland 
4.	Rare and uncommon plant species 
5.	Bottlenose dolphin and seals 
6.	Kittiwake 
7.	Chough 
8.	Lesser black-backed gull 
9.	Rare and uncommon invertebrates species 
10.	Caledonian structures exposed in the sea cliffs and foreshore (Traeth Penbryn and Cwmtudu) 
11.	Pleistocene / Quaternary sedimentary profiles exposed in the sea cliffs and foreshore (Mwnt and Poppit)

As well as the features listed above, Aberarth – Carreg Wylan SSSI has other habitats that contribute to the special wildlife interest. These include sand dune, continuous bracken and woodland, dense scrub, acid grassland, marshy grassland, together with other elements such as hedgerows, streams, springs, flushes, small rock outcrops and individual trees.

As the fields are not wholly or partly within the SSSI, suitable no spread buffers are in place where required, method of delivery is inline with guidance and with the applicants adherence to their permit conditions, regulations and guidance; the risk of transference of the applied waste to the SSSI is highly unlikely to impact the features mentioned above.

	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)

	n/a




	1. Recommendation





	[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest

Due to the significant distance the SSSI is from the spreading area (321m) there is no conceivable pathway for any damage of the SSSI to occur from the land spreading operation.
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The wastes will be applied to the fields with an appropriate application method for the types of waste (dribble bar) which is an effective way of applying the wastes to the soils directly which improve spreading accuracy, maximising nutrient use and minimising nutrient losses.

Watercourses/springs/issues have been appropriately buffered.

A site-specific risk assessment has been provided by the operator to take into account any potential issues and has provided appropriate mitigation measures to protect the SSSI’s and other sensitive sites from harm.

The fields in this deployment have been designated as ‘high risk’ following site checks on the proximity to surrounding protected areas (e.g. SSSIs) and groundwater source protection zones with some fields being within 500 metres of Aberarth - Carreg Wylan SSSI and Cardigan Bay / Bae Ceredigion SAC. On the basis of ‘high risk’ the proposed operation will be subject to a site-specific risk assessment for deploying mobile plant under a SR2010 No.4. The potential risks associated with the application of waste on this deployment have been identified as; 

Potential run-off after application: The waste will be applied following the Code of Good Agricultural Practice. The maximum application rate for field Ffynnoncyff 28 will be split into multiple applications and will not exceed 50t/ha in any one application. The fields will be spread using precision spreading dribble bar equipment with no spreading areas enforced as per maps. Fields Ffynnoncyff 1 (A&B), 2, 3 (A&B), 4, 5, 6, 7 (A,B&C) will be cultivated within 12 hours following spreading with the liquid sludge incorporated into the soil prior to the spring barley crops being planted. 

All handling of the waste will be in accordance to current regulations and relevant mitigation strategies will be adopted. 

Odour may potentially be emitted from the spreading of the waste – to mitigate odour generation all handling of waste will be done in accordance to current regulations and relevant mitigation strategies will be adopted. Waste will be spread with low trajectory dribble bar applicator. This is an efficient method to prevent odour transmission & nutrient losses associated with higher trajectory spread methods such as splash plate. If any odour complaints are received, further odour mitigation methods will be implemented in accordance with the site-specific odour management plan. 

The liquid sludge has high readily available nitrogen (over 30% RAN). Spreading is in line with good practice and regulations with the liquid sludge spread with a low trajectory precision dribble bar applicator which places the liquid sludge in bands on the surface of the ground. This method of application minimises contact with the air reducing ammonia volatilization. Fields Ffynnoncyff 1 (A&B), 2, 3 (A&B), 4, 5, 6, 7 (A,B&C) will be cultivated within 12 hours following spreading with the liquid sludge incorporated into the soil prior to the spring barley crops being planted. Field Ffynnoncyff 28 will be spread into the growing grass. The fields are all in a nitrate vulnerable zone (areas designated as being at risk from agricultural nitrate pollution) which applies across Wales. The closed period for spreading organic manures with high readily available nitrogen (Volac / Sensient liquid sludge) on grass field Ffynnoncyff 28 is 15th October – 15th January & 1st October – 31st January for tillage land - fields Ffynnoncyff 1 (A&B), 2, 3 (A&B), 4, 5, 6, 7 (A,B&C) under The Water Resources (Control of Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) Regulations 2021. The stated spreading timings in this deployment are from February to September for grass field Ffynnoncyff 28 and February – April for fields Ffynnoncyff 1 (A&B), 2, 3 (A&B), 4, 5, 6, 7 (A,B&C) when there is crop nutrient requirements and not in the closed periods. 

The liquid sludge applies far less than the crop requirements for nitrogen with the balance required to grow the crops applied as fertiliser by the farmer. 

Spillages: all spillages will be reported immediately to NRW. 

No waste will be spread within 10m of any ditch, pond or surface water, within 50m of any spring, well, borehole, or reservoir that supplies water for human consumption or farm dairies. 

Waste will be spread on delivery (or securely stored as stated above). Operators will aim to empty spreading equipment before the end of each working day to avoid overnight storage of waste in machinery. 

Regular servicing of all machinery is conducted and spreading equipment is annually calibrated. To prevent waste being held in faulty machinery replacement spreading equipment will be available. 

Spreading machinery will travel over the field in a direction which will most easily allow the machinery to turn within the boundaries of the field. Any spreading equipment will be turned off prior to turning at the end of each run. 

Machinery turns will be routed to avoid rutting and wheel slip. The turns will not be executed on any buffer strips. 

There will be sufficient trained staff available to ensure that the operation continues throughout operational hours (i.e. there will be sufficient cover for illness, holiday etc.). 

Rights of way have been marked on the spread risk maps. There are no public rights of way in the fields to be spread under this application. 

Weather conditions will be monitored prior to spreading with wind speed and direction assessed. 

Consideration for the public and local residential receptors will be taken into account. 


	1. Signature and date assessment made

	Bryan Burn 06/02/26

	1. Officers name and job title
	Bryan Burn, Permitting Officer










































[image: coloured logog jpeg.jpg]Permitting
Formal Notification under Section 28I of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Part 2 Formal notification under S28I – To be completed for all permit applications assessed as: not likely to damage because of conditions, likely to damage SSSI and those where we are unable to conclude no likely damage.

	1. Date Notice of intention to permit activity likely to damage SSSI sent to NRW (SCNB)

If you assess activity as being likely to damage  even if you think this can be mitigated by conditioning you need to formally notify SNCB send them a copy of this notice with part 1 of this form. Environment teams have 28 days to respond.

Environment teams please complete question 11 and 12 using the information in questions 1-9

	Insert date

We have assessed that [permit ref/name of site] is likely to damage [insert name of SSSI] and request your formal advice.  We have assessed that this damage could be mitigated by including conditions[remove if not applicable].

Or

We are unable to conclude that [permit ref/name of site] is not likely to damage [insert name of SSSI] and request your formal advice.

Information on the permit application can be found in Part 1 of this form and [include link to DMS documents if required]

	1. Advice received from NRW (SNCB)

Environment Teams and Marine Area Management and Advice Teams are expected to log and issue formal statutory advice through our CAMS system.  The advice letter generated can simply by attached/appended here.  ET/MAAMT can just refer to that here or write a summary of advice here too.

To be completed by environment officers. 
Within 28 days of receiving notice from a permitting/licensing regime, you should advise whether the operation: 
• Should be allowed to proceed. 
• Should be allowed to proceed with certain conditions. 
• Should not proceed.

Please ensure all advice provided is evidenced and comprehensive.  Advice provided may be scrutinised as part of a formal appeal.  

	










	1. Name and job title of conservation/marine officer (sign and date)
	




	Part 3 – To record NRW decision following SNCB Advice
	

	
1. DECISION 

Provide reasoning for your decision and how you have considered advice from NRW(SNCB) in the box opposite and delete text in blue that is not relevant.  This might be the same as the info and decision in part 1 of the form

Large amounts of supporting information can be appended to this form.
	
The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest

The permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest because of conditions


The permission is likely to damage


	1. Natural Resources Wales (Section 28G Authority) (permitting service) is minded to 

Delete as appropriate

If this decision is not in line with advice received from NRW(SNCB) please outline your reasoning (please note that you should try to resolve any differences in opinion)
	Issue the permission
 
Issue the permission with conditions to ensure no damage to SSSI 
 
Refuse the permission due to likely damage to SSSI 


	1. Is decision in line with advice from SNCB

If your decision is not in line with the recommendations from SNCB you must formally notify them using the appropriate online form or letter.

 Record the date the notice/letter was sent opposite and save a link. The permitted operation cannot commence for 21 days following service of this notice.  
	Yes/No

If No record date notice was sent to SNCB

	1. Signature and date assessment completed
	

	1. Officers name and job title
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