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Environment Act 1995 

Water Resources Act 1991 as amended by the Water Act 2003 
Water Resources (Abstraction and Impounding) Regulations 2006 
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TRANSFER LICENCE TO ABSTRACT WATER 
 
The Natural Resources Body for Wales (hereafter referred to as “NRW”) grants this licence 
to:- 
 
Associated British Ports  (“the Licence Holder”) 
 
25 Bedford Street 
London 
WC2E 9ES 
 
Company Registration Number: ZC000195 
  
This licence authorises the Licence Holder to abstract water from the source of supply 
described in the Schedule of Conditions to this licence and subject to the provisions of 
that Schedule. The licence commences from the effective date shown below and shall 
remain in force until the date of expiry shown below. 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
Ashley Lansdown 
Permitting Team Leader 
Permitting Service  
Natural Resources Wales 
Welsh Government Offices  
Cathays Park  
King Edward VII Avenue 
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ 

 
 
Date of issue………………..03 March 3026 

 
Date effective……………….03 March 2026 

 
Date of expiry……………….31 March 2029 

 
Date of original issue:...30 September 2022 
 

 
 
 

 
This licence should be kept safe and its existence disclosed on any sale of the property to 
which it relates.  Please read the ‘important notes’ on the cover to this licence.
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SCHEDULE OF CONDITIONS  
 

1.  
 
1.1 

 
 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY  
 
Inland water (River) known as River Afan at Green Park Weir, Aberavon, Neath 
Port Talbot. 
 

2. 
 
2.1 

 
 

POINT OF ABSTRACTION 
 
At National Grid Reference SS 76039 89707 marked ‘Point A’ on the map. 
 

3. 
 
3.1 
 

 
 

MEANS OF ABSTRACTION 
 
Refurbished concrete weir consisting of crump style north weir with fish pass, 
stepped south weir with smolt by-wash, trash and fish screen; dock feeder 
channel with scour protection; twin arch culvert with glass reinforced plastic  
lining; two penstock pipes; upstream River Afan level sensor and electronic 
control system allowing a maximum abstraction rate not exceeding 4,400 litres 
per second; in accordance with specification and drawing: 
 
‘Dock feeder culvert elevations’ drawing number 2016s4601_D403 
 
Submitted on page 38 of “Application Annexes (Supporting Info)”, dated 
16/12/2019, or such minor amendments to this document that is accepted in 
writing by NRW. 
 

4.  
 
4.1 
 
4.2 

 
 
  

PURPOSES OF ABSTRACTION 

 
Transfer for the purpose of navigation. 
 
Transfer for subsequent abstraction under abstraction licence numbers 
21/58/61/0009 and 21/58/61/0042.  
 

5. 
 
5.1 

 
 
 

PERIOD OF ABSTRACTION 
 
All year.  
 

6. 
 
6.1 
 
 
6.2 
 
 
 
 
6.3 

 
 

FURTHER CONDITIONS 
 
No abstraction shall take place unless the Licence Holder has installed a water 
level sensor in the River Afan at National Grid Reference SS 76078 89737.  
 
The Licence Holder shall use the measuring device specified in condition 6.1  
to record the level of water at 15 minute intervals during the whole of the period 
during which abstraction is authorised or as otherwise approved in writing by 
NRW. 
 
The Licence Holder shall provide records of the data required by condition 6.2 
as requested by NRW.   
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6.4 
 
 
 
6.5 
 
 
 
 
6.6 
 
 
 
6.7 

 
 
  

No abstraction shall take place at National Grid Reference SS 76039 89707  
unless the flow in the fish pass is no less than 30 litres per second.  This flow 
shall be known as the fish pass prescribed flow.   
 
No abstraction shall take place during 01 March and 30 September inclusive,  
or as otherwise agreed in writing by NRW, unless a fish screen with spacing no 
greater than 10 millimetres is in place at the point of abstraction to prevent the 
entrapment, entrainment or impingement of fish. 
 

No abstraction shall take place during 01 March and 30 September inclusive, or 
as otherwise agreed in writing by NRW,  unless the smolt by-wash is open and 
operational.   
 
The Licence Holder shall return all water abstracted in pursuance of this licence 
and not subsequently transferred for abstraction under licence number 
21/58/61/0009 to the Port Talbot Dock at National Grid Reference SS 75783 
89394 marked ‘Point Q’ on the map. 
 

6.8 
 
 
6.9 
 
 
6.10 

 No abstraction shall take place unless the Licence Holder has installed a gauge 
board in the River Afan at National Grid Reference NGR SS 76058 89757. 
 
The Licence Holder shall ensure that the gauge board is set up and working at 
all times when abstraction takes place. 
 
The Licence Holder shall maintain the gauge board in such a condition, and if 
necessary replace it, so as to ensure that accurate measurements of the River 
Afan are recorded at all times. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDIITIONAL INFORMATION 

Note: the following information is provided for information only.  It does not form part of the 
licence. 

REASONS FOR CONDITIONS 

The licence is time-limited to a date to reflect the timing of a future review of the catchment 
resources availability. 
 
Conditions 6.1 to 6.3: to measure water levels and ensure the abstraction occurs in 
accordance with the electronic control system.   
 
Condition 6.4: to ensure safe downstream passage of fish  
 
Condition 6.5:  to prevent the entrapment, entrainment and impingement of fish at the point 
of abstraction.   
 
Condition 6.6: to allow for the downward passage of salmon smolt and fish.   
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Condition 6.7: to ensure the transfer for the purpose of navigation abstraction can be 
classed as non-consumptive.   
 
Conditions 6.8, 6.9 and 6.10 to demonstrate compliance with condition 6.4 
 
IMPORTANT NOTES 

The original licence was issued under the Water Abstraction (Transitional Provisions) 
Regulations 2017, which requires previously exempt abstractions to become regulated.  
The licence authorises abstraction for the previously exempt navigation activity plus 
abstraction for transfer and subsequent re-abstraction under existing abstraction licences, 
21/58/61/0009 and 21/58/61/0042.  The fish screens and smolt by-wash are operated and 
maintained by a third party. 

For the purpose of Conditions 3.1, 6.5 and 6.6, the Licence Holder shall contact: 
 
Senior Officer 
South West People and Places Team 
Natural Resources Wales 
Maes Newydd 
Llandarcy 
Neath Port Talbot 
SA10 6JQ 
 
Tel: 0300 065 3000 
 
Email: PeopleandPlacesSW@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk  
 
Water efficiency note  
The Licence Holder should use water abstracted under the terms of this licence in an 
efficient manner. NRW may refer to its guidance on water efficiency (or equivalent 
guidance) in determining whether water is being used efficiently and may offer advice on 
any measures considered necessary to meet particular recommendations. 
 
Screening 
NRW will have regard to its Screening for Intakes and Outfalls: a Best Practice Guide (or 
equivalent guidance) in agreeing where, how and what type of fish screens should be 
installed and together with the results of any monitoring in determining whether the fish 
screens are properly effective and maintained, and in judging whether it is necessary to 
require repair or replacement of the fish screens. 
 
 Licence history 

Licence Serial  Number 
Issue and 

Effective Date 
Expiry 
Date 

Summary of Changes 

WA/058/0061/0060 30/09/2022 31/03/2029 Licence issued 

WA/058/0061/0060/V001 

Issued 
03/03/2026 
Effective  
03/03/2026 

31/03/2029 

Licence varied to remove 
reference to 5 of the 6 level 
sensors and added conditions for 
a gauge board.  
Appended drawing 
‘2016s4601_D403’ removed as 
scale too large to append to 
licence. 

mailto:PeopleandPlacesSW@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk%20


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAP ACCOMPANYING LICENCE NUMBER / MAP I GYFEILIO TRWYDDED RHIF 
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Scale l Graddfa 1:10,000 

© Crown Copyright and database rights Ordnance Survey.Natural Resources Wales, 100019741,2015. © 

Hawlfraint y Goron a hawl cronfa ddata Arolwg Ordnans.Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru, 100019741, 2015. 
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Would you like to find out more about us, 

or about your environment? 

 

Then call us on 

 0300 065 3000 (Mon-Fri 9-5) 

 

email 

enquiries@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 

 

or visit our website 

www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 

 
 

incident hotline 0300 065 3000 (24hrs) 

floodline 0345 988 1188 
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