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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Pink text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	 Jeremy Walters Industrial Decrbonisation and Standards


	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-027989 EPR/DP3934EW
Installation: Point of Ayr Gas Terminal
Operator: Eni UK Ltd



	1. a. SSSI name(s) b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. Dee Estuary SSSI
b. Dee Estuary, Flintshire / Cheshire coastline
The Point of Ayr Gas Terminal is located adjacent to the Dee Estuary at Talacre, Flintshire.
c. North East Wales Environment Team




	1.  Brief description of proposal

Outline briefly what the permit application is for and its proximity to the SSSI (e.g., will the activity be wholly or partly within the SSSI boundary.  What are the proposed working methods; limits and conditions; types of impacts expected from the proposal. Include a link to a map if helpful.

Add links to DMS documents if helpful and you end up completing part 2 of this assessment.

	The application is a normal variation to an Environmental Permit to allow the temporary abstraction, treatment and discharge of groundwater encountered during remediation works at the Point of Ayr Gas Terminal.

Groundwater beneath the site has been identified as containing per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) associated with historic use of firefighting foams (AFFF).

The proposed activity involves:

abstraction of groundwater during site remediation works

treatment of groundwater using granular activated carbon (GAC)

discharge of treated groundwater to the site drainage system which ultimately connects to Talacre Brook, which flows to the Dee Estuary.

Monitoring will be undertaken before and after treatment to confirm treatment performance and removal of contaminants.

The activity is temporary and forms part of the wider remediation strategy for historic contamination identified during redevelopment of the site.

The installation is located adjacent to the Dee Estuary and the discharge pathway via Talacre Brook creates a potential hydrological connection between the activity and the Dee Estuary SSSI.



	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:

Discharge of treated groundwater containing residual PFAS (including PFOS)
· This relates to the activity of abstracting contaminated groundwater, treating it using granular activated carbon (GAC), and then discharging the treated water into the site drainage network, which ultimately flows into Talacre Brook → Dee Estuary SSSI.
· The potential damage pathway considered is:
Groundwater abstraction → treatment → discharge → Talacre Brook → SSSI.

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

Intertidal mudflats and sandflats

saltmarsh communities

estuarine habitats

wintering and migratory bird assemblages

supporting invertebrate and fish communities.

These features are sensitive to changes in water quality and contamination of estuarine sediments and waters.

The aspect of the proposed permission which could theoretically affect the SSSI is:

Discharge of treated groundwater containing residual PFAS compounds (including PFOS).

The potential impact pathway considered is:

Site groundwater abstraction → treatment → discharge to drainage network → Talacre Brook → Dee Estuary SSSI.

At the screening stage it is recognised that:

a hydrological pathway exists between the installation and the Dee Estuary

in principle, PFOS loading could increase if contaminated groundwater were discharged without effective controls.

However the activity must be considered within the existing environmental baseline.

Groundwater contamination by PFAS has arisen from historic site activities. Without intervention this contamination may continue to migrate through the subsurface environment and potentially reach surface waters.

The proposed activity forms part of a remediation strategy designed to intercept and treat contaminated groundwater prior to discharge.

The treatment system uses granular activated carbon, which is widely recognised as an effective technique for removing PFAS from contaminated groundwater.

The system is designed to:

intercept PFAS-contaminated groundwater

remove PFOS and related compounds prior to discharge

reduce the overall contaminant mass leaving the site.

When considered against the existing baseline condition, the activity is therefore expected to reduce PFOS loading to the receiving environment rather than introduce a new source of contamination.

As a result the proposal represents an environmental improvement and pollution reduction measure associated with remediation of historic contamination.

Any reduction in PFOS loading to the Dee Estuary would represent a positive effect on the condition of the SSSI features, particularly those dependent on water quality.
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The proposed activity forms part of a remediation strategy designed to intercept and treat contaminated groundwater prior to discharge.

The treatment system uses granular activated carbon, which is widely recognised as an effective technique for removing PFAS from contaminated groundwater.

The system is designed to:
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Taking account of:

the temporary nature of the activity

treatment of groundwater prior to discharge

the interception and removal of PFAS contamination associated with historic site activities

the reduction in contaminant mass relative to the existing baseline

Natural Resources Wales concludes that the activity is not likely to damage the flora, fauna or geological or physiographical features for which the Dee Estuary SSSI is notified.


.
	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)


	
No formal consultation has been required at this stage.

The assessment has been informed by:

site investigation reports and remediation strategy documents submitted by the applicant

internal technical discussions within NRW permitting teams regarding the proposed groundwater treatment system

publicly available information relating to the Dee Estuary SSSI features and sensitivities.















	1. Recommendation



	

[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest.

This conclusion is based on the assessment that the activity forms part of a remediation strategy addressing historic PFAS contamination, and that interception and treatment of contaminated groundwater will reduce contaminant loading to the receiving environment relative to the existing baseline.

As the proposal is not likely to damage the SSSI, formal notification under Section 28I of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is not required, and Part 2 of this form does not need to be completed.


[bookmark: _Hlk159938289]


	1. Signature and date assessment made

	Jeremy Walters 06/03/2026

	1. Officers name and job title
	Jeremy walters Team Leader Industiral Decrbonisation and Standards Team
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