Template for Stage 1 screening assessment for compliance with the WFD Regulations 2017
Guidance note

Reference number: GN078
Document Owner: Integrated Water Planning Team, NRW
What is this document about? 
Screening template for compliance with the WFD Regulations 2017. Please refer to ‘Complying with the WFD Regulations screening guidance for further information.
Who is this document for? 
Anyone designing projects and activities that may impact on the water environment. 

You must provide WFD compliance information to support any application for activities that may cause deterioration to a WFD water body or prevent it (or WFD Protected Areas) from achieving the objectives set out in the River Basin Management Plan.

Be aware that you are likely to need to employ a suitably experienced and qualified consultant to do a WFD assessment. You may also need specialist technical input depending on the activity and potential impacts.
Contact for queries and feedback
Integrated Water Planning Team, Evidence, Policy and Permitting Directorate
WFDWales@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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To report issues or problems with this guidance contact: guidance.development@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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Notes on completing this form
[bookmark: _Toc145421360][bookmark: _Toc47453127]All text in blue (this colour) throughout this form, is for guidance only and should be deleted. 
Guidance note – 078 Complying with the WFD Regulations 2017: screening; will help you complete this template.
Use of this template is optional, it can be amended as required. 

[bookmark: _Toc60747019][bookmark: _Toc60747512][bookmark: _Toc74825722][bookmark: _Toc9262718]How to find water body information 
[bookmark: _Hlk145409046]go to Water Watch Wales, 
select WFD Cycle 3 2021 map (always use the most up to date WFD classification data),
select data layers that are relevant to your proposal,

Low risk activities: 
In relation to discharges to water, any Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR) registered exemption or standard rules permit. Find out if you need a permit for discharges to surface water and groundwater.
Main river activities that are exempt or excluded from NRW Flood Risk Activity Permits 
Marine licensing Band 1 activities. 
You can find more information on our website: Natural Resources Wales / Permits and permissions.
Please note this list only relates to NRW authorisations, you will also need to consider WFD risk for other authorisations such as Ordinary Watercourse Consents.





[bookmark: _Toc47453132][bookmark: _Toc145421361]WFD Compliance Assessment of Ferryside 1904 Outfall Improvements
[bookmark: _Toc47453133][bookmark: _Toc145421363]Stage 1 step 1: proposal details.
	Project reference number 
	 309519

	Proposal	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: Brief description of your proposal, include all activities that will be included in your proposal.
For example: Hydropower unit which includes the following activities:
•	New Abstraction 
•	Vegetation clearance
•	Construction of new Impoundment
•	Discharge of water 
•	Maintenance of impoundment structure / means of abstraction
Decommissioning of impoundment* (will not be considered as part of this application)
	
Re-extending a surface water outfall from Ferryside into the Towy. This work will include:
· Movement of existing rock along the route of the proposed culvert (where required)
· Excavation for culvert installation
· Placement of gravel bedding of foundations
· Installation of culvert sections
· Placement of concrete mattress over the culvert sections
· Placement of gravel over mattress sides
· Backfill with removed beach material
· Protection placement along the culvert top using locally collected cobbles/pebbles
· Connection to the existing short outfall
· Installation of a new outfall including non-return control valve.


	List all permissions that may be required where known	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: Note here any other permissions that are or may be required (from NRW or from other authorities), as far as you are aware. For example Abstraction and impoundment licence
	· Marine Licence (NRW)
· SSSI Licence (NRW)
· Bed/beach disturbance (Crown Estates)


	Location (include map where appropriate)	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: As appropriate: name of application site, and/or grid reference, and/or longitude/latitude. 
Can be included as an appendix to this assessment.  
	Grid reference: SN 36400 09703 Map showing the location of the existing outfall, the proposed outfall and the historical outfall (prior to storm damage) is given in the appendices. 


	Estimated extent of footprint/impact of the works	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: Likely footprint/extent of impact – how much of the water body will the scheme impact? For example, a new weir may only take up a short amount of channel length, BUT the impounding effects of the weir may be a much larger extent of the water body. 
	The excavation for the culvert will be approximately 3m wide and less than 38m long. The excavation area is fully within the area between mean spring high tide level and low tide level. The culvert will be buried and so will not have an impact on the tidal flow once installed. The outfall structure is 4m long, 2.2m wide and 1.27m high, with strip foundations beneath. This is the only section of the structure that will remain above ground level, and is at the western end of the culvert.

	Supporting documents 	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: Include: Project purpose and background, site map, scaled plan, site photographs and working method statement. Also include any pre-application correspondence.
	Included in the appendices are supporting documents showing:
· Design General Arrangements
· Location map (showing current outfall, proposed outfall and historic outfall locations)

A contractor has not been allocated to the works yet, however the methodology will be the excavation of the beach to the required depth (as shown on the GA drawing), placement of bedding material, placement of the culvert pipe, placement of geotextiles and concrete mattress, placement of mattress edge protection (aggregate), placement of excavated bed material, placement of locally sourced materials for scour protection. The outfall will be constructed during the lowest tide periods, to allow longest curing period of insitu concrete pour. As the current culvert is still active, it is anticipated the connection to the existing outfall will be done last, to allow water to drain unimpeded until the new culvert is ready to be active. 


	Environmental Statement 	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: If an ES has been prepared, include reference to the WFD section where appropriate. Otherwise ‘N/A’ 
	N/A

	List ongoing maintenance requirements. All structures will require maintenance	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: Provide details i.e. repointing, maintenance dredge, tidal flap clearance, etc
	The structure has been designed for minimal maintenance, by placing the culvert below ground level. After storm events, the outfall will be inspected for damage and any blocking debris removed. It is not anticipated that debis build up will be significant in normal conditions. Jetting/ clearing of the culvert may be required as silt deposits build. CCTV surveys will determine when silt clearance is needed. CCTV surveys will also identify if any damage internally requires repairs. As the culvert is designed to remain full of water (due to the lowest level design), leaking joints will not present a significant hazard. As this structure is extending the location of the outfall and not introducing a new source, no additional contamination is expected after this structure is complete.

	Timing of works	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: i.e. 10th April – 10th May 2021. Specified dates can be included for e.g. avoidance of spawning or migration.
	No specific dates can yet be given as currently no contractor is allocated the works. Works must be completed during summer of 2026 to mitigate the risk of poor weather slowing/stopping works, and for construction to be complete before stormy weather becomes more routine in autumn/ winter 2026.

	Name of the person completing the assessment	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: Name & job title
	Samuel Aiuto – Capital Projects Technician – Flood Defence and Coastal Protection team, Carmarthenshire County Council.

	Date of assessment
	12/03/2026



[bookmark: _Toc47453134][bookmark: _Toc145421364]Stage 1, step 2 : Collate baseline information on all water bodies at risk from the proposal. 

Date of classification information: Cycle 3 Rivers and Waterbodies Interim 2024	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance: e.g. Cycle 3 2021 classification
	Water body ID
	Water body name
	Water body type
	HMWB
	Overall water body status
	Morphology status* 
	Relevance to the proposal

	GB41002G200500
	Tywi, Taf and Gwendraeths
	Groundwater
	No
	Poor
	Assumed good
	Within proposed footprint

	GB531006013400
	Tywi & Taf & Gwendraeth - Three Rivers Estuary
	Transitional
	No
	Moderate
	Not High
	Immediately adjacent to work site (work site not IN this water body according to mapping tool)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*where there is no information, or a null value then assume it is at good status for morphology (or hydromorphology for TraC water bodies) or, if the water body is designated HMWB the morphological status is not applicable (please be aware that these water bodies are still sensitive to physical modifications).

The potential for the proposal to affect the following water bodies was also initially considered, but can be ruled out without further consideration:	Comment by Sam Aiuto: Guidance e.g.  Burry Inlet Inner (GB531005913500), hydrologically linked but not at risk
· Burry Inlet Outer (GB641008180000) - hydrologically linked but not at risk
· [bookmark: _Toc47453135][bookmark: _Toc145421365]Carmarthen Bay (GB611008590002) - hydrologically linked but not at risk


Stage 1, Step 3: Risk Screening - complete a risk screening table for each water body listed above that has potential risk of impact from the proposal
	Water body name: Tywi, Taf and Gwendraeths
Water body ID: GB41002G200500

	[bookmark: _Toc47453136]Question number
	[bookmark: _Toc47453137]Risk screening questions
	[bookmark: _Toc47453138]Name of activity
	[bookmark: _Toc47453139]Screening decision – delete as appropriate

	Q1.1
	Is the proposal in a water body at high status or high status for morphology or hydromorphology?
	N/A
	No – go to Q1.2 

	Q1.2
	Is the proposed activity listed a low risk activity?
Complete new row for each activity
	Excavation
	Yes – go to Q1.3 (No FRAP required)

	
	
	Installation of culvert
	Yes – go to Q1.3 (No FRAP required)

	
	
	Instalaltion of outfall structure
	Yes – go to Q1.3 (No FRAP required)

	
	
	Sediment removal
	Yes – go to Q1.3 (No FRAP required)

	Q1.3
	Are there any potential cumulative/in combination impacts? 
	Sediment removal
	No – no further WFD assessment needed - Go to conclusion section




	Water body name: Tywi & Taf & Gwendraeth - Three Rivers Estuary
Water body ID: GB531006013400

	Question number
	Risk screening questions
	Name of activity
	Screening decision – delete as appropriate

	Q1.1
	Is the proposal in a water body at high status or high status for morphology or hydromorphology?
	No
	No – go to Q1.2 

	Q1.2
	Is the proposed activity listed a low risk activity?
Complete new row for each activity
	Excavation
	Yes – go to Q1.3 (No FRAP required)

	
	
	Installation of culvert
	Yes – go to Q1.3 (No FRAP required)

	
	
	Instalaltion of outfall structure
	Yes – go to Q1.3 (No FRAP required)

	
	
	Sediment removal
	Yes – go to Q1.3 (No FRAP required)

	Q1.3
	Are there any potential cumulative/in combination impacts? 
	Sediment removal
	No – no further WFD assessment needed - Go to conclusion section
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