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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Pink text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	 Bryan Burn, Waste Permitting 


	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-032332
Fields Farm
Fields Lane, Willington, Tallarn Green, Wrexham. SY14 7LR

	1. a. SSSI name(s) 
b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. Well Rough & Long Plantation
b. Wrexham
c. NE / WrexhamFlintshireEnvironmentTeam@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 


	1.  Brief description of proposal

	Application to spread waste using SR2014No4

Several ponds are located within and adjacent to the proposed spreading fields, as shown on the site plan. Although the fields are predominantly flat and well drained, there is potential for nutrient-rich runoff to enter nearby surface waters during heavy rainfall events.
To mitigate this risk:
A minimum 10 m no-spread buffer will be maintained adjacent to all ponds, ditches, drains and watercourses.
Spreading will not occur on saturated, frozen or snow-covered ground.
Applications will be made in accordance with crop nutrient requirements and agreed deployment rates.
Field conditions will be assessed prior to spreading to ensure soil trafficability and minimise runoff risk.

Weather forecasts will be monitored prior to and during spreading operations to avoid application before significant rainfall events.
Spreading will be undertaken in accordance with industry best practice and the Code of Good Agricultural Practice (Cogap).
With these controls in place, the residual risk to surface water is considered low.

Application via disk injection will reduce odour emissions.
Tractor tankers will be used for loading/unloading to control odour caused by air movement.
Deliveries will be scheduled during normal agricultural working hours to reduce disruption.
Avoidance of spreading during meteorological conditions likely to increase odour travel.
10m buffer to be applied to any properties bordering proposed spreading fields.
Storage will be kept to a minimum, with the lagoon emptied at the end of each day where practicable.
Any odour impacts are expected to be temporary and localised. The overall risk is considered low.
A full Odour Management Plan has been submitted as part of the deployment application.

In the event of machinery breakdown or failure, mobile mechanics are available to attend sites and replacement vehicles, and equipment are available or can
be hired from current suppliers.
There are number of sufficiently trained staff to maintain general sickness and holiday cover.
During prolonged periods of adverse weather, planned spreading may be postponed or cancelled. 


	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:

7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any waste materials.

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

BROADLEAVED, MIXED AND YEW WOODLAND - Lowland

Mechanism of impact

Localised Felling, thinning or coppicing
The activity does not involve Felling, thinning or coppicing

Physical disturbance to wet woodland streams and other water bodies
The activity does not include physical works that would cause physical disturbance to wet woodland streams and other water bodies

Overgrazing by rabbits or livestock 
The activity does not relate to wildlife or livestock management

The proposed activity will not impact these mechanisms given the nature of the waste and the deployment methodology which will be carried out in accordance with the application, permit and Code of Good Agricultural Practice (COGAP).

	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)
	
n/a



	1. Recommendation

	[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest

No mechanism (hazard), the potential pathways have been identified and mitigated in the application Site Specific Risk Assessment and features are not sensitive to this activity. No spread zones take into account field slopes, watercourses, wells/springs/boreholes/issues and woodland.


	1. Signature and date assessment made

	Bryan Burn
01/05/26

	1. Officers name and job title
	Bryan Burn, Permitting Officer
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Part 2 Formal notification under S28I – To be completed for all permit applications assessed as: not likely to damage because of conditions, likely to damage SSSI and those where we are unable to conclude no likely damage.

	1. Date Notice of intention to permit activity likely to damage SSSI sent to NRW (SCNB)

If you assess activity as being likely to damage  even if you think this can be mitigated by conditioning you need to formally notify SNCB send them a copy of this notice with part 1 of this form. Environment teams have 28 days to respond.

Environment teams please complete question 11 and 12 using the information in questions 1-9

	Insert date

We have assessed that [permit ref/name of site] is likely to damage [insert name of SSSI] and request your formal advice.  We have assessed that this damage could be mitigated by including conditions[remove if not applicable].

Or

We are unable to conclude that [permit ref/name of site] is not likely to damage [insert name of SSSI] and request your formal advice.

Information on the permit application can be found in Part 1 of this form and [include link to DMS documents if required]

	1. Advice received from NRW (SNCB)

Environment Teams and Marine Area Management and Advice Teams are expected to log and issue formal statutory advice through our CAMS system.  The advice letter generated can simply by attached/appended here.  ET/MAAMT can just refer to that here or write a summary of advice here too.

To be completed by environment officers. 
Within 28 days of receiving notice from a permitting/licensing regime, you should advise whether the operation: 
• Should be allowed to proceed. 
• Should be allowed to proceed with certain conditions. 
• Should not proceed.

Please ensure all advice provided is evidenced and comprehensive.  Advice provided may be scrutinised as part of a formal appeal.  

	










	1. Name and job title of conservation/marine officer (sign and date)
	




	Part 3 – To record NRW decision following SNCB Advice
	

	
1. DECISION 

Provide reasoning for your decision and how you have considered advice from NRW(SNCB) in the box opposite and delete text in blue that is not relevant.  This might be the same as the info and decision in part 1 of the form

Large amounts of supporting information can be appended to this form.
	
The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest

The permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest because of conditions


The permission is likely to damage


	1. Natural Resources Wales (Section 28G Authority) (permitting service) is minded to 

Delete as appropriate

If this decision is not in line with advice received from NRW(SNCB) please outline your reasoning (please note that you should try to resolve any differences in opinion)
	Issue the permission
 
Issue the permission with conditions to ensure no damage to SSSI 
 
Refuse the permission due to likely damage to SSSI 


	1. Is decision in line with advice from SNCB

If your decision is not in line with the recommendations from SNCB you must formally notify them using the appropriate online form or letter.

 Record the date the notice/letter was sent opposite and save a link. The permitted operation cannot commence for 21 days following service of this notice.  
	Yes/No

If No record date notice was sent to SNCB

	1. Signature and date assessment completed
	

	1. Officers name and job title
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