
Template for Stage 2 scoping assessment for compliance with the WFD Regulations 2017
Guidance note

Reference number: GN078
Document Owner: Integrated Water Planning Team, NRW
What is this document about? 
Scoping template for compliance with the WFD Regulations 2017. Please refer to ‘Complying with the WFD Regulations scoping guidance for further information.
Who is this document for? 
Anyone designing projects and activities that may impact on the water environment. 

You must provide WFD compliance information to support any application for activities that may cause deterioration to a WFD water body or prevent it (or WFD Protected Areas) from achieving the objectives set out in the River Basin Management Plan.

Be aware that you are likely to need to employ a suitably experienced and qualified consultant to do a WFD assessment. You may also need specialist technical input depending on the activity and potential impacts.
Contact for queries and feedback
Integrated Water Planning Team, Evidence, Policy and Permitting Directorate
WFDWales@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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[bookmark: _Toc47453132][bookmark: _Toc145421361]WFD Compliance Assessment of Glascoed Weir Bypass Channel – Renewal of Abstraction/Transfer Licence
[bookmark: _Toc145421366][bookmark: _Toc47453133][bookmark: _Toc145421363]Stage 2: Scoping Assessment 
[bookmark: _Toc145421367]Stage 2, step 1 – Relate activity to receptors


The Glascoed Weir bypass scheme previously benefitted from a transfer licence (MD/054/0001/0066) and associated impoundment licence (MD/054/001/007) issued on 14/11/2016. Administrative issues within NRW’s permitting function led to NRW not being notified of a need to renew the transfer licence which subsequently expired on 31/03/2022. 

For all intents and purposes the application is in practice a renewal of a previous licence which would ordinarily be screened out as a low-risk activity not requiring WFD scoping. However, considering the application as a non-renewal and completing this scoping assessment ensures due diligence with respect to assessing any impacts from a WFD perspective. It does however mean that it relates to elements of the proposal that have long been completed and established on site and have become the status quo. 



Scoping table for:

Scoping table for River and Lake water bodies

	Scoping table for River and Lake water bodies
Water body name:  Afon Cynllaith - source to confluence Afon Tanat
Water body ID:  GB109054055060

	Elements
	Applicable 
	Potential Impact (include direct and indirect potential impacts)
	Avoidance measures included in the proposal

	Rivers and Lake water bodies

	Choose one of the following: 
Direct – risk of direct impact
Indirect – risk of indirect impact
N/A – no impact pathway
N/A – other – include additional text to explain

	Further detail on potential impacts. 
Where N/A is included then provide detail to explain. 
	Briefly describe any measure included within the proposal at this point that will ensure the potential effects are avoided.

Where impacts can be avoided through measures already included in the scheme then add Scoped Out.
Or where further assessment is required add Scoped In

	Hydromorphology – hydromorphology constitutes both ‘hydrology’ and ‘geomorphology’ and describes the physical characteristics and processes of a water body.
Could the proposal lead to: 

	· quality and dynamics of water flow: Limited - See note
· connection to groundwater bodies No
· river continuity or residence time for lakes No
· river/lake depth and width variation No
· structure and substrate of the river/lake bed No
· structure of the riparian zone/lake shore No
	N/A – other 
	The limited and localised changes in flow dynamics over the short bypass  length is not considered to be of a scale or nature to give rise to potential hydromorphological impacts.
	Scoped Out.

	Is the proposal in a HMWB?
	Yes/No
	
	If yes then scope in for detailed assessment to check mitigation measures 

	Water quality 
An activity can modify the flow of water, introduce artificial materials or remove sediment and/or vegetation. These can all affect the water quality – particularly physico-chemical aspects of water quality - such as levels of dissolved oxygen, nutrients and ammonia.
Include water quality in the detailed assessment if the activity could affect:

	· water clarity (turbidity or suspended particulate matter concentration)
· temperature
· oxygen levels
· nutrients: total phosphorus concentration (Lakes); soluble reactive phosphorus concentration (Rivers).
· salinity/conductivity
· acidification status
	N/A – no impact pathway

	None identified.  The design of bypass with pools and riffles may indirectly help improve water quality via oxygenation
	. Scoped Out

	Chemicals - A detailed assessment will also be required if the activity uses or releases chemicals, for example, through sediment disturbance or building works. This is necessary when either the:

	· chemicals are on the Environmental Quality Standards Directive (EQSD) list
· or, if the activity releases chemicals on the EQSD list and has a mixing zone, like a discharge pipeline or outfall, follow the Environment Agency’s surface water pollution risk assessment guidance. This is part of the Environmental Permitting Regulations guidance.
	N/A – no impact pathway

	None identified
	Scoped Out

	Biology 
Expert judgement will be required to consider whether any changes to the hydromorphology or water quality brought about by the project will potentially impact upon the Biological Quality Elements (BQEs) and may cause deterioration in status. 
· Identify if the activity or project could impact on the abundance or composition of the following biological elements: benthic invertebrates, phytoplankton, macrophytes and phytobenthos or fish.
Could the proposal lead to: 

	   changes to the composition and abundance of aquatic flora, and or;
   changes to the composition and abundance of benthic invertebrate fauna?
	N/A – other
	None identified
	Scoped Out

	Fish fauna: could the proposal lead to:

	   changes to the composition, abundance and age structure of fish fauna,
   an impact on normal fish behaviour like movement, migration or spawning (for example creating a physical barrier, noise, vibration, chemical change or a change in habitat, depth or flow),
   entrainment or impingement of fish,
    refuge/predation areas? 
	N/A – other
	The nature of the bypass proposal is designed to deilver positive improvements to fish behaviour and improve their abundance in the upstream reach
	Scoped Out





Invasive Non-Native Species
Refer to the Check Clean Dry campaign to help prevent the spread of invasive plants and animals in British waters. 

[bookmark: _Hlk72838754]Does your proposal have the potential to introduce or spread INNS?
Yes - Complete impact assessment. 
No – The bypass channel is not considered to have any increase potential to introduce and spread of INNS. Note Himalayan Balsam is already prevalent on site and NRW already undertake measures manage this on an ongoing basis. Dringthe recent works the contractors undertook additional work to clear the site of balsam. This is likely to remain an annual activity given how widestread it has become in the Afon Cynllaith. No impact assessment required.
[bookmark: _Toc47453142]WFD Protected Areas 
You must ensure that your proposal will not prevent any Protected Area/s from achieving their objectives. Include WFD protected areas in your assessment if your activity is within the zone of influence. 
Other Protected and Priority habitats and species.
Refer to completed HRA and associated Form 3 provided with this application or available at: Link to HRA 
Summary of step 1 scoping
[bookmark: _Toc145421368]Q2.1 Is there a risk that a component of the proposal may cause deterioration of any element that makes up water body status?
No components of the bypass channel are considered to have previously caused or have potential to cause deterioration of any element that makes up water body status.
No 
Yes 
Stage 2, step 2: Summary of scoping decision of the project ‘alone’
Q2.2 Is there a risk that a component of the proposal may prevent the water body or Protected Area from achieving its objectives in the future?

NO 
Yes 
[bookmark: _Toc47453144][bookmark: _Toc145421369]Stage 2, step 3: Assessing potential in combination and/or cumulative impacts
Q2.3 Can the risk of deterioration or prevention of achieving water body objectives from in combination and or cumulative effects be ruled out?
Yes, the limited nature and beneficial nature of the proposal (ecologically) are considered such that the proposal carries no risk of giving rise to deterioration or preventing the waterbody from achieving water body objectives. 
Refer to the provided Outline Design Report to clarify how the abstraction design is limited in its capacity and how the design considers flows and features to facilitate the passage of fish allowing key species to access the upper reaches of the Afon Cynllaith and improve ecological value within the watercourse. 

Stage 2, Step 4: Overall scoping decision
	Overall scoping decision

Q2.4 Is there a potential risk that the proposal may cause deterioration or prevent a water body from meeting its objectives either alone or in combination?

	

There is no risk of deterioration or prevention of the water body achieving its objectives as a result of the proposal, either alone or in combination/cumulative, and no further consideration under the WFD Regulations 2017 is required in order to determine the application.







[bookmark: _Authorisation][bookmark: _Conclusion_of_WFD][bookmark: _Toc47453149][bookmark: _Toc47453148]Conclusion of WFD Regulations 2017 Compliance Assessment & Authorisation

	WFD stage 2 scoping has been completed and the activity/project is considered as having no risk of causing deterioration or preventing any water body or WFD Protected Area from reaching its objectives and taking account of the advice from technical officers - is considered compliant with the WFD Regulations 2017. 

	Name of authorising officer
	Ruairí Barry


	Job title and date
	
Project Manager   - Projects & Programme Delivery.

Date: 02/04/2026



	
	

	Technical specialist comments 
	Oliver Lowe (Specialist Advisor, Geomorphology) has been consulted and advised of no concerns and supports the applicable.

Jason Jones is NRW’s project ‘Senior User’ has advised in a technical capacity with respect to impacts (positive) for fish and fish passage and supports the application. 



	Name, job title and date 
	Jason Jones
Senior Office People and Places 
02/04/2026



Consultation with technical advisors/specialists
	Relevant section of the WFD compliance assessment
	Date(s) of correspondence* and any meeting(s) with technical advisor(s) and include the name of the technical advisor
	Description of how the comments from technical advisors have been considered 

	Hydromorphology
	 06/08/2025
	 NRW’s (Specialist Advisor, Geomorphology) Oliver Lowe has been consulted at various stages of the project. Most pertinently in a meeting to consider the Licence application on 06/08/2025 he advised of no impacts and that potentially that the WFD impacts could be screened out. 

Link to notes of discussion from Project DMS



	Biology 
	Throughout the project. 


	As part of NRW’s wider Salmon for Tomorrow programme, NRW’s Fisheries Team (as Senior Users) provided informed technical advice to Consultants and Contractors in relation to environmental and fish matters throughout the project to inform the proposals


	Environmental 
	03/05/2023
	

Screened in accordance with Operational Guidance Note 86 and considered to be “Low Environmental Risk”



Where there is a dispute on the conclusion the decision should be taken by the Leadership Team member of the team exercising the competent authority.
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Environmental Screening: Low Risk File Note



		Project name

		Glascoed Weir Fish Pass Repairs/Improvements

		Project manager

		Susie Tudge

		Prepared by

		James Dunn

		Date Screened

		03/05/2023







Introduction

This project has been screened for environmental risk following Operational Guidance Note 86 and is considered to be “Low Environmental Risk” and does not require a statutory Environmental Impact Assessment. Whilst the project has been screened “Low Environmental Risk”, there may still be environmental risks and consents that need to be considered by the Project Manager as detailed in this note. How these recommendations have been followed up should be made clear in any business case submissions.



Please consult the Environmental Assessment Team again should you have any queries regarding the information provided, or if the nature of the project changes as we may need to review our advice. Our email address is: environmental.assessment.team@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 



		Description of Project / Scheme

		Project Delivery are proposing to deliver a project under Salmon for Tomorrow 2 which aims to improve and repair a fish passage on the Afon Cynllaith, 750m east of Llansilin village, 6 miles west of Oswestry



The Glascoed Bypass Channel was built in 2014 and modified in 2015 to ease fish passage around Glascoed weir. Storms in 2021 caused damage to the soft engineering including erosion matting and rock rolls. 



The bypass channel has had to be temporarily blocked to avoid further damage. Repairs are required and a flow control mechanism will be investigated to control future flows into the channel and ensure extreme high flows can be prevented from causing further damage.



		Location (Grid Ref)

		SJ 21688 28205
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		Environmental constraint / opportunity

		Identified Receptor 

		Consent / assessments, which are likely to be required: (Delete as appropriate)

		Project Manager to consult further with:



		International and National Sites Network Designations (SAC, SPA, Ramsar)

		

There are no International or National Sites Network Designations within 2km of the site.

		N/A

		N/A



		Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

		There are no SSSIs within 2km of the site.

		N/A

		N/A



		Waterbody

		The existing fish pass is situated on the Afon Cynllaith.



The Afon Cynllaith - source to conf Afon Tanat is designated as achieving an overall status of ‘Moderate’.



There is potential to generate suspended solids into local watercourses during the work.





		A preliminary Water Framework Directive (WFD) Assessment may be required for the proposed works.



Works may require a Flood Risk Assessment Permit (FRAP).



As works will be ‘in-river’ method statements for any construction work must be discussed and agreed with the relevant Environment Officer.



Works should be undertaken in accordance with GPP5: ‘works and maintenance in or near water’.

		Consult with the Local Environment Team who can advise on the scope of this WFD screening assessment.



The area WFD coordinator (Helen.millband@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk) should be made aware of the project works.



The project team should seek guidance from the permitting team (floodpermitting.northmid@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk) on whether these activities are exempt or will require a standard or bespoke Flood Risk Activity Permit (FRAP).



Geomorphology North require consultation regarding the proposed works and any SMNR opportunities to improve/restore the river environment and/or work with natural processes (WWNP).





		Fisheries

		Project aims to improve fish passage along the Afon Cynllaithh.

		Early consultation with NRW fisheries team is required to ensure the methods of working and seasonality of any riparian or in-river works do not interfere with specific fish (i.e. salmon and trout) breeding and migratory seasons. 



Additionally, liaise with NRW fisheries regarding potential multiple benefits for fisheries that can be incorporated into the scheme.



		Consult with NRW Fisheries Team 



		Contaminated Land

		There are no Authorised or Historic Landfills operating within 500m of the proposed works. 





		As stated in GPP5 Work or Maintenance in or near water, precautions are necessary to minimised the risk of mobilising polluted sediments during works. 



Should local knowledge, or any GI data, identify additional risks of sediment/soil contamination, NRW Geoscience Team should be consulted.

		NRW Geoscience Team should be consulted. 



geoscience@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk



 



		Public Right of Way

		The mapping identifies a PRoW to the east of the Afon Cynllaith

		Check Definitive Rights of Way map and consult with public right of ways officer if diversions or closures are required.

		Consult the Local Authority (LA) public right of ways officer if diversion likely required.



		Protected Species / Invasive Species

		

There is Local Record Centre evidence of protected & priority species in the Afon Cynllaith:

Atlantic Salmon

Brown/Sea Trout



		Ecological walkover/survey will be required to determine and agree the appropriate mitigation controls required. The surveys should be completed by ecologists with the appropriate licences. 

		Contact Local Environment Team for assistance regarding surveys. 



		Historic Environment (WAT to provide text)

		There are a number of listed buildings within the village of Llansilin to the west of the existing fish pass.



There are no Scheduled Monuments in close proximity to the site.



		The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust should be consulted regarding known or unknown archaeological features within the area.

Response Pending

		



		Landscape

		

The site does not fall within a National Park or an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), Heritage Landscape Area.





		

· Tree Preservation Orders.

		

Contact the LA with respect to the presence of any Tree Preservation Orders.



		NNR, LNR, Local Wildlife Site, Ancient Woodland, other designations. 

		The site lies outside NNR, LNR, Local Wildlife Sites, Ancient Woodland areas, and has no other designations.

		N/A

		N/A



		Is planning consent likely under the Town and Country Planning Regulations? 

		 

No



		Does the project fall under NRW Permitted Development Rights as per the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted development) Order? 

		Yes.



The PM must advertise the project in accordance with Environmental Impact Assessment (Land Drainage Improvement) Regulations. Advert must be placed: on site; local newspaper; NRW website; and circulated to statutory consultees. Work must not commence on site prior to 30 days from the date at which the advert was published, therefore permitting time for representation to be made. PM must ensure this is done, as non-compliance is EMS auditable.





		Contact Environmental Assessment Team (EAT) for further guidance and to obtain advert template. environmental.assessment.team@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk





		Enhancements / Multiple Benefits 

		Consider: 

· [bookmark: _Hlk87514729]Are there any opportunities for using green engineering or green infrastructure?

· Can the project build in measures to slow the flow of water, consequently having flood risk and water quality benefits?

· [bookmark: _Hlk86908185]Where associated with water courses can the project help deliver WFD regulations benefits, for example bank naturalisation, treatment of Invasive Non Native Species, hydromorphological improvements? 

· Are there any opportunities to promote simple changes to land management to provide new or enhanced wildlife habitat, including food, shelter and nest sites for pollinators?

· Are there any opportunities for habitat improvement or creation, paying particular attention to resilience (connectivity, diversity, condition) of habitats within or linked to the study area? 

· Are there any opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with the project (including procurement), e.g. substituting materials, reducing transport?

· Are there any opportunities to protect or enhance habitats of importance for carbon storage?

· Are there any opportunities for to improve protected species populations?

· Can recreational or access opportunities be delivered through your project, including active travel opportunities to connect communities and amenities?

· Are there any opportunities for community engagement or education?

· Collaborative opportunities with others to deliver wider well-being benefits – e.g. green gym; social enterprise?









Environmental Good Practice Guidance



The project manager should ensure that the contractor is aware of and complies with the following good practice (i.e. it is beneficial to include these specification within Works Information):

· Environment Good Practice on Site, 3rd Edition, 2010 (CIRIA).

· Construction Industry Publication (CIP) Construction Environmental Manual.

· Bio-security Guidance (Forestry Commission) https://naturalresources.wales/media/2637/biosecurity-guidance.pdf & https://naturalresources.wales/forestry/tree-health-and-biosecurity/biosecurity/?lang=en.

· Natural Resources Wales’s Environmental Policy Statement www.cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk/about-us/managing-our-environmental-impact/?land=en  

· Guidance for Pollution Prevention (Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland). http://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/pollution-prevention-guidelines-ppgs-and-replacement-series/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpps-full-list/  



For an extensive and broader list of UK environmental guidance that is currently available see https://www.gov.uk/topic/environmental-management



Note: Consultation on Low Risk File notes is usually limited to the Welsh Archaeological Trusts, however the note will include recommendations for consulting certain teams, which must be followed up by the Project Manager or their advisors. 
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