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	FORM WR-29  

Water Resources Act 1991 (Section 37) as substituted
Water Resources (Abstraction and Impounding) Regulations 2006 (Regulation 7(4)) as amended


Dispensation with public notice 

	Name and address of applicant: 
WM Jones & Co, Bryniog Isaf, Melin​ Y ​Coed, Llanrwst, LL26 0TR

	Brief description of proposal: 
Application for a new abstraction licence and impoundment licence for a 100kW hydropower scheme on the Afon Gennog at Blaen-y-Nant, Llanberis, Gwynedd. 
This scheme was previously licenced in 2013 and is built and operational however, the previous licences lapsed due to a failed vesting. As a result, the Licence Holder has applied for new licences to authorise the existing abstraction and impoundment.
The intake design consists of a concrete weir with a Coanda intake screen with 2mm aperture size. The scheme also includes a gravity feed penstock pipe, powerhouse and discharge outlet pipe fitted with a 10mm screen. The abstraction quantities are the same as preciously licensed - 190 litres per second, 684 cubic metres per hour, 16,416 cubic metres per day and 5,991,840 cubic metres per year. 

The intake structure is designed to physically secure a residual flow of Q95 (14 litres per second) and an abstraction of 50% of the available flow (above the residual flow all year up to a maximum of 174 litres per second (1.09 x Qmean)). All abstracted water will be returned to the Afon Gennog 338 metres downstream.
Abstraction and impoundment point at: SH 78255 61608

Discharge point at: SH 78601 61575
The applicant owns the land at both the point of abstraction, point of discharge and the entire length of the depleted reach.

A site visit was conducted by NRW Environment and Fisheries Officers on 06/09/2024 and the scheme was found to be compliant.

The scheme was previously advertised (09/10/2013) and no representation were received. External notification and consultation was send to DCWW and Eryri National Park Authority (previously Snowdonia National Park Authority), no responses were received.

The hydropower scheme is located within the Eryri/Snowdonia SAC and Eryri SSSI. During original determination a lichen and bryophyte survey was submitted to support the application and, following review, it was concluded that the scheme would be unlikely to have an adverse impact upon the species identified within the depleted reach. 

Migratory salmonids have been found downstream of the discharge point however, during original determination it was confirmed that the depleted reach is unlikely to be accessible to migratory salmonids due to the steep nature of the channel and multiple cascades. The Licence Holder is only permitted to abstract a maximum of 50% of available flows as spawing grounds are located within the depleted reach. Whether the Zone as previously licensed is still appropriate is a matter to be determined during internal consultation.
No protected rights have been identified within the depleted reach and no lawful users were identified during original determination. 

	Having considered the proposal the Natural Resources Body for Wales (“Natural Resources Wales”) is of the opinion that it does not require advertising because it would have ‘no appreciable adverse effect’ on:


	Tick to confirm each point:

	· any licensed abstraction (protected rights);
	

	· any abstraction to which the restriction on abstraction does not apply (lawful users of water and non-licensed protected rights);
	

	· the environment (this includes any SSSI or other site of conservation value; or a building or other site of archaeological, architectural or historic interest; any other amenity impact; or affect a local water feature).
	


In exercise of its discretion under the Water Resources (Abstraction and Impounding) Regulations 2006 (Regulation 7(4)), Natural Resources Wales has decided to waive the normal publicity and notice requirements of section 37(1) and (2) of the Water Resources Act 1991 (as substituted by section 14 of the Water Act 2003 ) in relation to this proposal.

	Note: The proposed waiver should not be approved unless all boxes above can be ticked.
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Signed:  
Position: Team Leader Water Resources Permitting

	Date:              29/01/2026                      



