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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Pink text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	Hannah Pearce, Water Resources Permitting


	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-030740 & PAN-030741
Afon Gennog


	1. a. SSSI names
b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. Eryri SSSI
b. Llyn and Eryri
c. North west / Mon ac Arfon ET

a. Llyn Padarn SSSI
b. Llyn and Eryri
c. North west / Mon ac Arfon ET

a. Llyn Peris SSSI
b. Llyn and Eryri
c. North west / Mon ac Arfon ET

a. Afon Seiont SSSI
b. Llyn and Eryri
c. North west / Mon ac Arfon ET


	1.  Brief description of proposal
 
	[bookmark: _Hlk221281870][bookmark: _Hlk221281881]The applicant, WM Jones & Co, have applied for a new abstraction licence and a new impoundment licence for a 100kW Hydroelectric Power (HEP) scheme at SH 62109 56648 on the Afon Gennog at Blaen-y-nant, Llanberris, Gwynedd.

This scheme was previously licenced in 2013 under licence numbers WA/065/0016/009 & WA/065/0016/016 and is built and operational however, the previous licences lapsed due to a failed vesting. As a result, the Licence Holder has applied for new licences to authorise the existing abstraction and impoundment. This application is to re-licence the scheme as per the previous licences, with no proposed changes.

[bookmark: _Hlk221282023]The following maximum abstraction rates are proposed: 190 litres per second (l/s), 684 cubic metres per hour (m3/hour), 16,416 cubic metres per day (m3/day) and 5,991,840 cubic metres per year (m3/year).

The intake design consists of a concrete weir with a Coanda intake screen with 2mm aperture size. The scheme also includes a gravity feed penstock pipe, powerhouse and discharge outlet pipe fitted with a 10mm screen. 

The intake structure is designed to physically secure a residual flow of Q95 (14 litres per second) and an abstraction of 50% of the available flow (above the residual flow all year up to a maximum of 190 litres per second (1.09 x Qmean)).

The intake design include the following:

· 2 millimetre (mm) Coanda screen
· A flow split with a 50% take of available flow
· V-notch to secure residual flow.

All abstracted water will be discharged to SH 62267 56921. The pipe will be fitted with a 10mm vertical bar screen.


	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:

Eryri SSSI

13b. Modification to the structure of water courses including rivers, creeks, ditches, drains, including their banks and beds, as by re-alignment, regrading, damming or dredging.

14. Alterations to water levels and tables and water utilisation including irrigation, storage and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes. Also the modification of current drainage regime, (eg through the installation of new pumps).

Llyn Padarn SSSI

14. Changes in the present utilisation of water or the changing of water levels and 
water tables, including storage and abstraction.

Llyn Peris

23. Erection of permanent or temporary structures or the undertaking of engineering works, including the laying, maintenance or removal of pipelines and cables.

Afon Seiont

 14. Changes in the present utilisation of water including storage, the raising of water levels, irrigation and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes.

23. Erection of permanent or temporary structures or the undertaking of engineering works, including drilling or the laying, maintenance or removal of pipelines and cables.

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

Eryri SSSI
This site has been selected for its features of geological, geomorphological and biological interest. 
It is of special interest for its upland habitats including lichen and bryophyte heath, montane heath, dry heath, wet heath, blanket bog, flush and spring, calcareous grassland, tall herb and fern ledges, vegetated scree and broadleaved woodland communities and for its inland rock exposures with crevice vegetation and low nutrient lakes, with a mixture of other habitats including acid and neutral grasslands, fen, rush pasture and marshy grassland, swamp, bracken and scrub along with a large number of streams and rivers. 
The site supports vascular plant species of special interest,  assemblages of rock, cliff ledge and crevice plants, montane grassland plants and aquatic and marginal plants,  lower plants and supports large assemblages of bryophytes and lichens. 

The site is also of special interest for chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax and for an assemblage of upland moorland and grassland birds. Other animal species of interest include salmon Salmo salar, the rainbow leaf beetle Chrysolina cerealis and an upland invertebrate assemblage.

The activity (the abstraction and impoundment and discharge) is located within the Eryri SSSI, as a result, there is a mechanism/pathway of impact based on the designated features of interest. 

Regarding Salmon, further dicssusions with fisheries have confirmed that a small section of the lower part of the depleted reach is flat and that migratory salmonids (salmon) are able to access this section, hence why salmon spawing grounds have been identified within the depleted reach. The majority of the depleted reach is steep and there are multiple cascades present which severely limits salmon movement beyond the small lower section of the depleted reach at the point of discharge. Fisheries confirmed that the spawning area identified is limited in terms of quantity and quality and that there are additional inflows that feed into the Afon Gennog, upstream of the spawning area, which helps to ensure that there are sufficient flows to support salmon populations in the lower sections of the depleted reach. On this basis the abstraction regime of a 50% take above a HoF of Q95 is deemed acceptable.

During determination of licence numbers WA/065/0016/009 & WA/065/0016/016 in 2013, discussions were had regarding impacts upon bryophytes and lichens. The bryophyte survey (2013) submitted during determination of the previous licences shows that the stream is not of particular bryophyte importance: the more interesting species recorded (eg Rhabdoweisia crennulata and Racomitrium ellipticum) are unlikely to be impacted by HEP.  The lichen survey (2013) submitted during determination of the previous licences shows that the site is of high conservation value however, the report concluded that the scheme was highly unlikely to have an impact upon lichens. Of the species mentioned in the report it was concluded that Baeomyces careus would be unlikely to be impacted adversely by changes in the flow rate owing to its location, approximately 1 metre above the water level at the time of the survey. Other species mentioned were Pilophorus strumaticus, Rhizocarpon anaperum, Porocyphus coccodes and Pertusaria melanochlora. On review of the report, it is concluded that the species would be unlikely to require constant irrigation and so the scheme would be unlikley to have an adverse impact on them.

On this basis, the proposed activity is not likely to damage the festures of interested designated under this SSSI.

Llyn Padarn SSSI
This site is notified for its biological and geological interest. It is one of only three remaining natural localities in Wales for the Arctic charr Salvelinus alpinus L., a glacial relict fish species, and is a classic geological site of national importance.

All abstracted water is returned to the Afon Gennog approximately 5.1 km upstream and outside of Llyn Padarn SSSI and there is no mechanism/pathway of impact based on the designated features of interest therefore the proposed activity is not likely to damage the SSSI.



Llyn Peris
This site is selected for its geomorphological interest as a classic Quaternary location and comprises part of the shores of Llyn Peris, a component reservoir of the Dinorwig Pump Storage scheme half a mile south of Llanberis.

All abstracted water is returned to the Afon Gennog approximately 3.5 km upstream and outside of Llyn Peris SSSI and there is no mechanism/pathway of impact based on the designated features of interest therefore the proposed activity is not likely to damage the SSSI.

Afon Seiont
Afon Seiont is a small, tidal river in the town of Caernarfon, North Wales. This site is of special interest for strata which are exposed in the west river bank (cliff) of Afon Seiont and in a former river cliff, inland, alongside the A487 some 200 m east of the river. The exposed rocks include strata from two series within the Ordovician Period, namely the Arenig and overlying Llanvirn series.

All abstracted water is returned to the Afon Gennog approximately 21 km upstream and outside of Afon Seiont and there is no mechanism/pathway of impact based on the designated features of interest therefore the proposed activity is not likely to damage the SSSI.

	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)

	Fisheries – consultation with Fisheries Officers confirmed that although migratory salmonids are able to access the lower reaches of the depleted reach, movement is limited to the lower reaches due to the steep gradients in this section of the watercourse. Confirmed that retaining a percentage take of 50%, as previously licensed, is acceptable (see ICEPack dated 28/01/2026, saved to the DMS)

Bryophytes and Lichens – consultation with Specialist Advisor, Terrestrial Habitats and Species confirmed that issue of the licence as applied for is acceptable (see email dated 12/02/2026, saved to the DMS).


	1. Recommendation


	
[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest because of conditions.


	1. Signature and date assessment made

	Hannah Pearce
24/04/2026

	1. Officers name and job title
	Hannah Pearce
Senior Permitting Officer, Water Resources











[image: coloured logog jpeg.jpg]Permitting
Formal Notification under Section 28I of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Part 2 Formal notification under S28I – To be completed for all permit applications assessed as: not likely to damage because of conditions, likely to damage SSSI and those where we are unable to conclude no likely damage.

	1. Date Notice of intention to permit activity likely to damage SSSI sent to NRW (SCNB)


	24/04/2026

We have assessed that PAN-030740 – Afon Gennog HEP scheme is likely to damage the Eryri SSSI and request your formal advice. We have assessed that this damage could be mitigated by including conditions.

· A flow split with a 50% take of available flow (above the residual flow all year up to a maximum of 190 litres per second (1.09 x Qmean)).
· V-notch to secure residual flow of Q95

Information on the permit application can be found in Part 1 of this form and saved here on the DMS.

	1. Advice received from NRW (SNCB)



	We agree with your assessment and the operation may be permitted subject to the conditions.





	1. Name and job title of conservation/marine officer (sign and date)
	
Rhodri Parry, Tîm Amgylchedd Môn & Arfon, 22/05/2026.



	Part 3 – To record NRW decision following SNCB Advice
	

	
1. DECISION 

.
	The permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest because of conditions.

The following conditions will be in place on the abstraction licence:
· A flow split with a 50% take of available flow (above the residual flow all year up to a maximum of 190 litres per second (1.09 x Qmean)).
· V-notch to secure residual flow of Q95

On review of the surveys undertaken and discussions had regarding lichen poulations during determination of the previous application in 2013, it is confirmed that continued abstraction with the same flow regime as previously licensed is still acceptable, in line with NRWs current Hydropower Guidance, and will not impact upon the lichen species designated under the Eryri SSSI.

NRW are satisfied that the evidence available is robust enough to give the confidence that this HEP scheme will not have an impact upon the features of interest, and that the abstraction regime applied for is appropriate in ensuring continued protection.

On this basis, an abstraction regime of 50% take above a Q95 up to a maximum of 190 litres per second (1.09 x Qmean),  is deemed acceptable (as per conditions on the licence).


	1. Natural Resources Wales (Section 28G Authority) (permitting service) is minded to 
	Issue the permission with conditions to ensure no damage to SSSI 
 


	1. Is decision in line with advice from SNCB

	Yes



	1. Signature and date assessment completed
	22/05/2026

	1. Officers name and job title
	Hannah Pearce
Senior Permitting Officer, Water Resources
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