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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Pink text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	 
Liz Cole
Water resources permitting

	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-031400 & PAN031401
Afon Goch HEP variation


	1. a. SSSI name(s) 
b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. Llyn Padarn 
b. Afon Goch, tributary of Llyn Padarn, Llanberis.
c.Mon ac Arfon



	1.  Brief description of proposal


Add links to DMS documents if helpful and you end up completing part 2 of this assessment.

	Applications to vary existing abstraction licence (no. WA-065-0016-017) & impoundment licence (no. WA-065-0016-018) which authorise abstraction for a hydropower scheme on the Afon Goch, Llanberis, Gwynedd.  The construction of the HEP scheme differs to the drawings included in the existing licences; therefore the applications are to update the licence drawings so that the scheme is compliant.  There are no proposed changes to the already licensed abstraction percentrage take of 70% take, the protective HoF measure of 7 l/s or the licensed abstraction quantities.  The structure has been built in a mirror image to that licensed, the proposed new drawings reflect this design alteration.    

	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:

14. Changes in the present utilisation of water or the changing of water levels and water tables, including storage and abstraction. 

23. Erection of permanent or temporary structures or the undertaking of engineering works, including drilling.

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:
Llyn Padarn is designated for its genetically distinct race of Arctic Charr (Salvelinus alpinus perisii) as well as aquatic plants including the floating water-plantain Luronium natans and small quillwort Isoetes echinospora. Otters and small numbers of wildfowl frequent the lake and the outflow.  Changes in water level within the lake may impact upon these features.  There is also no expected impact on Arctic Charr, a main SSSI feature, due to the Afon Goch having a natural barrier below the discharge point preventing the upstream migration of migratory salmonids.

	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)


	
N/a
















	1. Recommendation



	

[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest



	1. Signature and date assessment made

	23/06/2026

	1. Officers name and job title
	
Liz Cole
Water resources permitting
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Part 2 Formal notification under S28I – To be completed for all permit applications assessed as: not likely to damage because of conditions, likely to damage SSSI and those where we are unable to conclude no likely damage.

	1. Date Notice of intention to permit activity likely to damage SSSI sent to NRW (SCNB)

If you assess activity as being likely to damage  even if you think this can be mitigated by conditioning you need to formally notify SNCB send them a copy of this notice with part 1 of this form. Environment teams have 28 days to respond.

Environment teams please complete question 11 and 12 using the information in questions 1-9

	Insert date

We have assessed that [permit ref/name of site] is likely to damage [insert name of SSSI] and request your formal advice.  We have assessed that this damage could be mitigated by including conditions[remove if not applicable].

Or

We are unable to conclude that [permit ref/name of site] is not likely to damage [insert name of SSSI] and request your formal advice.

Information on the permit application can be found in Part 1 of this form and [include link to DMS documents if required]

	1. Advice received from NRW (SNCB)

Environment Teams and Marine Area Management and Advice Teams are expected to log and issue formal statutory advice through our CAMS system.  The advice letter generated can simply by attached/appended here.  ET/MAAMT can just refer to that here or write a summary of advice here too.

To be completed by environment officers. 
Within 28 days of receiving notice from a permitting/licensing regime, you should advise whether the operation: 
• Should be allowed to proceed. 
• Should be allowed to proceed with certain conditions. 
• Should not proceed.

Please ensure all advice provided is evidenced and comprehensive.  Advice provided may be scrutinised as part of a formal appeal.  

	










	1. Name and job title of conservation/marine officer (sign and date)
	




	Part 3 – To record NRW decision following SNCB Advice
	

	
1. DECISION 

Provide reasoning for your decision and how you have considered advice from NRW(SNCB) in the box opposite and delete text in blue that is not relevant.  This might be the same as the info and decision in part 1 of the form

Large amounts of supporting information can be appended to this form.
	
The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest

The permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest because of conditions


The permission is likely to damage


	1. Natural Resources Wales (Section 28G Authority) (permitting service) is minded to 

Delete as appropriate

If this decision is not in line with advice received from NRW(SNCB) please outline your reasoning (please note that you should try to resolve any differences in opinion)
	Issue the permission
 
Issue the permission with conditions to ensure no damage to SSSI 
 
Refuse the permission due to likely damage to SSSI 


	1. Is decision in line with advice from SNCB

If your decision is not in line with the recommendations from SNCB you must formally notify them using the appropriate online form or letter.

 Record the date the notice/letter was sent opposite and save a link. The permitted operation cannot commence for 21 days following service of this notice.  
	Yes/No

If No record date notice was sent to SNCB

	1. Signature and date assessment completed
	

	1. Officers name and job title
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