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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	Hannah Pearce, Water Resources Permitting

	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-032194
Un-named lake at Bulmore, Newport

	1. a. SSSI names
b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. Severn Estuary (Wales) SSSI
b. Monmouthshire, Cardiff, Newport & the Vale of Glamorgan
c. Marine Advice Team

a. River Usk (Lower Usk) / Afon Wysg (Wysg Isaf)
b. Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly & Newport (South East)
c. Blaenau Gwent, Caerphilly & Newport ET 


	1.  Brief description of proposal

	Licence number 20/56/11/0025 is expiring on 31/03/2026 and the applicant, The Celtic Manor Resort Limited, is applying to renew the licence on the same terms The renewed licence will expire on 31 March 2038.

Licence details below:

	Abstraction details
	New Proposal (as per previous licence)

	Location of abstraction
	Bulmore, Newport

	Source of supply
	Inland water (lake) known as un-named lake

	Point of abstraction (NGR)
	ST 36330 91700

	Purpose of abstraction
	· 4.1: Filling an existing off-stream storage reservoir marked ‘Point B’ on the map for subsequent spray irrigation.
· 4.2: Spray irrigation.

	Period of abstraction
	For purpose 4.1: From 01 November to 31 March inclusive.

For purpose 4.2: From 01 April to 31 October inclusive.

	4.1: Quantities and rates:
	

	cubic metres per hour
	126

	cubic metres per day
	1400

	cubic metres per year
	15,000

	litres per second
	35

	4.2: Quantities and rates:
	

	cubic metres per hour
	126

	cubic metres per day
	1400

	cubic metres per year
	84,000

	litres per second
	35

	Means of abstraction
	· 2 transfer pumps. 
· 4 irrigation pumps

	Measurement of abstraction
	Meters


 

	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:

Severn Estuary SSSI

14. The changing of water levels and tables and water utilisation (including irrigation, storage and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes.

River Usk (Lower Usk) / Afon Wysg (Wysg Isaf)

14. The changing of water levels and tables and changes in water utilisation including irrigation, storage and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes. 
The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

Severn Estuary SSSI

The Severn Estuary lies on the south west coast of Britain at the mouth of four major rivers (the Severn, Wye, Usk and Avon) and many lesser rivers. The immense tidal range (the second highest in the world) and classic funnel shape make the Severn Estuary unique in Britain and very rare worldwide. The intertidal zone of mudflats, sand banks, rocky platforms and saltmarsh is one of the largest and most important in Britain. The estuarine fauna includes: internationally important populations of waterfowl; invertebrate populations of considerable interest; and large populations of migratory fish, including the nationally rare and endangered Allis Shad (Alosa alosa). 
The estuary has a diverse geological setting and a wide range of geomorphological features, especially sediment deposits. It is important for the interpretation of coastline dynamics and land-forms, and also past changes, in sea level, sediment supply, climate and river flow. The estuary's overall interest depends on its large size, and on the processes and inter-relationships between the intertidal and marine habitats and its fauna.
Seven species of migratory fish move through the Estuary between the sea and rivers. There are particularly large numbers of Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar and Common Eel Anguilla anguilla. The other species are Allis Shad, the nationally rare Twaite Shad Alosa fallax, the Sea Trout Salmo trutta, Sea Lamprey Petromyzon marinus and the Lampern or River Lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis.

The Severn Estuary SSSI is located approximately 15km downstream of the point of abstraction. Although the mobile features of the SSSI (diadromous fish) are likely to migrate upstream via the River Usk, the abstraction is from lake which is not in connectivity with the nearby unnamed tributary of the River Usk and, as a result, will not impact the designated features of the Severn Estuary SSSI. It should be noted that no conditions were included on the original licence to avoid impacts to fish (e.g. screening), therefore the proposed activity is not likely to damage the SSSI.

River Usk (Lower Usk) / Afon Wysg (Wysg Isaf)

The River Usk (Lower Usk) is a rare example of a large mesotrophic lowland river which has not been subject to significant modification by man. Of particular significance to the river’s morphology and biology are the extensive deposits of fluvio-glacial and alluvial material in the Usk valley between Abergavenny and Newport. The Lower Usk has developed a wide floodplain with a complex and active system of meanders, cut-off and back channels which contribute to the biological interest and diversity of the site.

The invertebrate fauna is characteristic of a large lowland river. Of special interest are the craneflies associated with silty river margins in the vicinity of Newbridge on Usk. The fish fauna is of international significance including several rare and scarce species and there is an expanding population of otters Lutra lutra. Several scarce higher plant species occuring along the river’s tidal reaches are also of special interest.

The Afon Wysg (Wysg Isaf) SSSI is located approximately 300m downstream of the point of abstraction. Mobile species such diadromous fish and otter may have access to the nearby unnamed watercourse and surrounding area however, the abstraction is from lake which is not in connectivity with the nearby unnamed tributary of the River Usk therefore impacts up fish are unlikely. Regarding otter, any of the impacts identified outside of the SAC boundary which could impact on the range, supporting habitat and species, and thus population, restoration and recovery of otter, can be considered a de minimis (small scale) impact, i.e., there is an impact pathway in principle but significant effects as a result of this proposal are unlikely. 
It should be noted that no conditions were included on the original licence to avoid impacts to fish (e.g. screening) and otter, therefore the proposed activity is not likely to damage the SSSI.

	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)

	No concerns raised during internal consultation (People and Places, 27/03/2025 & Marine Advice Team, 28/03/2025)

	1. Recommendation

	[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest


	1. Signature and date assessment made

	Hannah Pearce
11/06/2026

	1. Officers name and job title
	Hannah Pearce
Senior Permitting Officer, Water Resources
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