
OGN 72 Appendix 2
Operational guidance note

Reference number: 72
Document Owner: Integrated Water Planning Team
What is this document about? 
WFD Compliance Assessment template
Before completing this template for a WFD compliance assessment, refer to OGN72  for definitions, processes and further links to useful websites. 
Who is this document for? 
Internal NRW staff who need to complete an a WFD compliance assessment
Contact for queries and feedback
Integrated Water Planning Team
Version History
	Document version
	Date published
	Summary of changes

	1
	September 2020
	Document created and ready for trialling

	2
	Dec 2020
	Document updated following trial

	2.1
	Feb 2021
	Final draft 

	3
	Feb 2024
	Updated



To report issues or problems with this guidance contact: guidance.development@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
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[bookmark: _Toc47453132]WFD Compliance Assessment of a same-terms renewal of full abstraction licence number 20/56/11/0025
[bookmark: _Toc47453133]Stage 1 step 1: proposal details. 

	Project details where an external party has applied to NRW for any form of authorisation 


	Application reference number & link to documents
	PAN-032194

	Date application received 
	18/03/2026 

	Applicant details 
	The Celtic Manor Resort Limited

	Activity proposed 
	
Renewal of an existing abstraction licence on the same terms.

Abstraction from an unnamed tributary of the River Usk (ST 3633 9170) to fill an off-stream storage reservoir for subsequent spray irrigation. 

Abstraction to fill the pond is authorised during the months of November to March inclusive at the following quantities: 
126 m3/hour
1,400 m3/day
15,000 m3/year
Abstraction is via two ‘transfer pumps’ with a combined capacity not exceeding 35 l/s.

Abstraction for spray irrigation is authorised during the months April to October inclusive at the following quantities:
126 m3/hour
1,400 m3/day
84,000 m3/year
Abstraction is via 4 ‘irrigation pumps’ with a combined capacity of 35 l/s.

The transfer pumps shall not be operated at the same time and the irrigation pumps.



	Relevant legislation 
	· Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017
· Environment Act 1995
· Water Resources Act 1991 as amended by the Water Act 2003
· Water Resources (Abstraction and Impounding) Regulations 2006
· Article 3 of the Natural Resources Body for Wales (Establishment) Order 2012
· The Natural Resources Body for Wales (Functions) Order 2013
· The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017

	List other permissions that may be required where known
	N/a - operational

	Location (include map where appropriate)
	Abstraction Point: ST 3633 9170

	Application documents 
	Application Form WRI

	Environmental Statement 
	N/a 

	List ongoing maintenance requirements. All structures will require maintenance
	Maintenance to pumps and pipeline

	Timing of works
	N/a - operational

	Pre-application correspondence 
	N/a 

	NRW team responsible for drafting this WFD Compliance Assessment report, and name of lead officer 
	Hannah Pearce
Water Resources Permitting


	Date of assessment
	05/06/2026



[bookmark: _Toc47453134].Stage 1, step 2 : Collate baseline information on all water bodies at risk from the proposal.
Date of classification information: 2024 cycle 3 interim classification
	Water body ID
	Water body name
	Water body type
	HMWB
	Overall water body status
	Morphology status* 
	Relevance to the proposal

	GB530905415401
	Severn Lower
	Transitional
	Yes
	Moderate
	N/a
	hydrologically linked – potential risk

	GB530905415404
	Usk
	Transitional
	Yes
	Moderate
	N/a
	hydrologically linked – potential risk


*where there is no information, or a null value then assume it is at good status for morphology (or hydromorphology for TraC water bodies) or, if the water body is designated HMWB the morphological status is not applicable (please be aware that these water bodies are still sensitive to physical modifications).

[bookmark: _Toc47453135]Stage 1, Step 3: Risk Screening 
Complete for each water body listed above that is either in the water body or hydrologically linked with potential risk
	Water body name: Severn Lower
Water body ID: GB530905415401

	[bookmark: _Toc47453136]Question number
	[bookmark: _Toc47453137]Risk screening questions
	[bookmark: _Toc47453138]Name of activity
	[bookmark: _Toc47453139]Screening decision – delete as appropriate

	Q1.1
	Is the proposal in a water body at high status or high status for morphology or hydromorphology?
	N/A
	No – go to Q1.2 

	Q1.2
	Is the activity listed in Annex D as a green activity? 
Complete new row for each activity
	Renewal of abstraction licence
	
Yes – go to Q1.3 

The renewal is on the same terms, not within a protected area, there are no monitoring conditions on existing licence, no recorded concerns from specialists and will be time limited.


	Q1.3
	Are there any potential cumulative/in combination impacts? Or is there Local Expert Override*?
	No
	No – go to Q1.4

	Q1.4
	Is the water body at Good overall status?  
	No
	
No -  Go to Q1.5

	Q1.5
	Record best practice measures that the works include to help achieve the objectives of the water body. 
	The Licence Holder should use water abstracted under the terms of this licence in an efficient manner. 


*Expert judgement may be required i.e. for complex or cumulative interactions; or a particularly sensitive site/activity (including target water bodies).

	Water body name: Usk
Water body ID: GB530905415404


	Question number
	Risk screening questions
	Name of activity
	Screening decision – delete as appropriate

	Q1.1
	Is the proposal in a water body at high status or high status for morphology or hydromorphology?
	N/A
	No – go to Q1.2 

	Q1.2
	Is the activity listed in Annex D as a green activity? 
Complete new row for each activity
	Renewal of abstraction licence
	
Yes – go to Q1.3 

The renewal is on the same terms, not within a protected area, there are no monitoring conditions on existing licence, no recorded concerns from specialists and will be time limited.


	Q1.3
	Are there any potential cumulative/in combination impacts? Or is there Local Expert Override*?
	No
	No – go to Q1.4

	Q1.4
	Is the water body at Good overall status?  
	No
	
No -  Go to Q1.5

	Q1.5
	Record best practice measures that the works include to help achieve the objectives of the water body. 
	The Licence Holder should use water abstracted under the terms of this licence in an efficient manner. 



[bookmark: _Authorisation][bookmark: _Conclusion_of_WFD][bookmark: _Toc47453149][bookmark: _Toc47453148]Conclusion of WFD Regulations 2017 Compliance Assessment & Authorisation

	WFD stage 1 screening has been completed and the activity/project have been ruled out as not requiring any further WFD Regulations 2017 assessment. Or, further assessment is not required because there is no conceivable impact pathway to any water body or Protected Area.

	WFD stage 2 scoping has been completed and the activity/project is considered as having no risk of causing deterioration or preventing any water body or WFD Protected Area from reaching its objectives and taking account of the advice from technical officers - is considered compliant with the WFD Regulations 2017. 

	In light of the conclusions of a detailed compliance assessment (Stage 3), and taking account of the advice received from technical specialist advisors, it has been established that the activity/project has no potential to cause deterioration of any water body or prevent a water body or WFD Protected Area from meeting its objectives, taking into account any legally binding avoidance measures or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other activities. 

	In light of the conclusions of the detailed compliance assessment, it has not been ascertained that the project has no potential to cause deterioration or prevent water bodies or WFD Protected Areas from meeting their objectives, as documented in stage 3 of this form. If the conclusion of stage 3 detailed compliance assessment identifies a risk of deterioration of one or more water bodies that cannot be mitigated or may prevent a water body or WFD Protected Area from meeting its objectives, then approval for the project cannot be given unless either: 
• the project specification, and/or the terms under which it might be approved, are modified so as to remove the risk of deterioration or prevention of achievement of objectives, and a revised compliance assessment report is prepared, or 
• the project satisfies the requirements of Regulation 19 (Article 4(7) (including 4.8 & 4.9) of the Water Framework Directive, and is approved by the NRW executive team.

	Name of authorising officer
	Hannah Pearce

	Job title and date
	Senior Permitting Officer (Water Resources)
05/06/2026

	
	

	Technical specialist comments 
	Internal consultation sent on 06/02/2026, no concerns raised

	Name, job title and date 
	 See renewal consultation 
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