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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Pink text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	Matthew Fryer
Senior Permitting Officer
Installations and RSR Permitting Team


	2. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-026085
EPR/TP3639BH/V012
7 Steel Manufacturing Limited – Tremorfa Meltshop


	3. Name of SSSI
	a. Severn Estuary (Wales) SSSI (33WGX): Located 88-320m away from the site and relevant activities. 
b. Gwent Levels – Rumney and Peterstone (33WET) ~1500m away from the site boundary.



	4.  Brief description of proposal
	Variation to the 7 Steel Meltshop and Asphalt Plant to allow:

1) Asphalt Plant: Bring the asphalt plant into line with the rest of the activities at the Tremorfa Melt Shop allow 24hr operation for 7 days of the week, for 52 weeks a year. No changes as to how or how much material will be processed. 
2) Melt shop: Enable processing of the material collected by the drop-out box and Quench Tower (DOB & QT) screening and milling treatments to improve the material recovery rates. 


	5. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:
7 – Dumping, spreading, or discharging any materials  - Through changes in in emissions brought on by the proposals of this variation. 

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

Designated features of the the Severn Estuary SSSI are as follows:

· Estuary Process
· Intertidal mud and sand
· Rocky shores
· Saltmarsh
· Reeds and swamp
· Eel grass and beds
· Assemblages of birds
· Assemblages of fish
· Food plain grazing and marsh 

The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest as there are no mechisms for impact. 

The reasons for this will be discussed below but focussing on the only risks that are changed by the proposal to vary the permit brought in by the operator. 

This includes: 
1) Noise as a result of the operation of the Asphalt Plant overnight (introduced by changing to 24hr operation). 
2) Toxic contamination and/or smothering through emissions from the processing of material from the dropout box and quench tower. 


Noise emissions from Asphalt Plant

Disturbance (Noise) 

Whilst the change would introduce additional noise emissions into the environment overnight the main Tremorfa Melt Shop facility operated by 7 Steel Manufacturing Ltd is already operational for 24hrs a day.  And is a direct neighbor to this Asphalt Plant. The main 7 steel meltshop facility and the surrounding area has been heavily industrialised for several decades. With this in mind, industrial sounds like those that may be emitted via this proposal are an intrinsic part of the acoustic environment at this geographical location. There is no reason to assume that any species present will suddenly be impacted as a result of the proposed change in operation if they weren’t already impacted by the wider industrial context that the protected site sits within.

Processing material from the Dropout Box and Quench Tower

Toxic Contamination and Smothering 

In relation to particulate matter and dust , the mechanism for damage to habitats is deposition and subsequent smothering. There are no applicable environmental assessment levels for the impact of smothering by dust on habitats sites. We therefore cannot make a numeric assessment like we could if the pollutant of interest was NOx. We can only assess the potential impact of smothering. 

This tends to be a risk for habitats or none moving species such as trees or lichens as opposed to submerged or mobile specieis like birds or fish that cannot themselves be smothered.  

The only pollutants of interest as a result of the operators proposals are PM10 and PM2.5, and we therefore assess these through the risk of smothering not toxic contamination. 

The processing of the collected material through milling and crushing may result in a change to the emissions profile of the PM10 and PM2.5 in the point source emissions from site as a result of extracted air from the crushing and milling activities.But there is no changes to the permitted limit of both of these classes of Particulate Matter. We therefore consider that no change to the potential impact as the  Operator is satisfied that this will not prevent them from meeting the current permitted limits for PM10 and PM2.5 as they have not request a change in these limits as part of their application. 

The proposal is actually likely to present a betterment or reduction in particulate matter released from site via fugitive emissions.

The current processes the site undertake results in the collected material from the DOB and QT being stored in 1 tonne bags externally until transfer for disposal at an apprioriate landfill. During NRW inspections this has been highlighted as a source of fugitive emissions on site. While the new process will still utilise 1 tonne bags (initially) to collect the material from the QT and DOB the material will be transferred soon after to the new process and will not be stockpiled outside indefinitiley. Thus removing or at the least reducing the time any 1 tonne bags are sources of fugitive emissions and during processing all emissions generated via the material processing (milling /crushing) are captired by Local Exhaust Ventilation and channelled back into the extraction system and dedust system prior to being emitted to air. 


	








	6. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)


	N/A


	7. Recommendation

	

[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest



	8. Signature and date assessment made

	16/06/2026

	9. Officers name and job title
	Matthew Fryer – Senior Permitting Officer
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