


Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Variation 

We have decided to issue the variation for  Coleg Gwent Campus, operated by Monmouthshire County Council.

The application number is PAN-033030

The permit number is AB0082201.

We have decided to review and where appropriate issue variations for Environmental Permitting Regulations water discharge activity permits from an agreed list of non water company operated Waste Water Treatment Works (WwTW). These are the most significant permitted water quality discharges of phosphorus entering into the catchment area of a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) river in Wales. These are bespoke permits for Water Quality discharges of and equivalent to dry weather flow of 20m3/day or more. We reviewed WwTWs operated by Dŵr Cymru Cyfyngedig in a previous round of this review. The SAC river catchments covered by this review are Cleddau, Eden, Gwyrfai, Teifi, Tywi, Glaslyn, Dee, Usk and Wye.  The variations at a site may include consolidating more than one discharge activity into a single permit where different discharges at a site are currently regulated by multiple permits.

We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process 
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Key issues
Key issues of the decision 
Review of Permits (RoP)
In January 2021 NRW published a report in which we presented our compliance assessment for phosphorus in river Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) against revised targets. 
We have a duty under Article 6(2) of the Habitats Directive and associated Regulations to take appropriate measures to avoid the deterioration of SACs.  One of the appropriate measures we have decided to take in relation to managing the phosphorus levels in our SAC rivers is to review the permits of discharges that contain phosphorus to ensure that the permit holders contribute their ‘fair share’ of the reduction in phosphorus levels required to avoid deterioration.
The permit review was undertaken in line with that undertaken for other sectors including evidence from inspections undertaken by the compliance team and where a Notice was required response from the operator to an Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 Regulation 61(1) Notice.
· RoP with new backstop 5 mg/l P limit
For those permits not requiring any improvement (and don’t already have a tighter P limit) a phosphorus backstop limit of 5mg/l will be added effective five years after the date of issue. We will apply an annual average for Total Phosphorus (TP) expressed as mg/l in these permits.
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