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Dear Natural Resources Wales,  

Greenlink Interconnector – MCA Response to Scoping Request

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Scoping Request for the proposed Greenlink Interconnector, running from Wales to the Republic of Ireland. 

The MCA Navigation Safety Branch’s remit is to consider potential risks proposed by the works to the safety of navigation. We have reviewed the report provided and have the following comments to make;

Navigation Risk Assessment

We would expect to see a detailed and current Navigation Risk Assessment (NRA) before consent can be granted. This should include appropriate risk mitigation measures and a detailed methodology, to ensure the risk remains reduced to ALARP (As Low As Reasonably Practicable). This should also include assessments on collision risk, emergency response, marking and lighting during the works and the promulgation of Notices to Mariners.

This should further include considerations for the effects on vessel navigation and communication equipment, as well as any electromagnetic deviation on ships compasses. The MCA would be willing to accept a three degree deviation for 95% of the cable route. For the remaining 5% of the route no more than five degrees will be attained. The MCA would however expect a deviation survey post the cable being laid; this will confirm conformity with the consent condition. The developer should then provide this data to the UKHO via a hydrographic note (H102), as they may want a precautionary notation on the appropriate Admiralty Charts.

Particular attention should also be paid to cabling routes and burial depth for which a Burial Protection Index study should be completed and, subject to the traffic volumes, an anchor penetration study may be necessary. Any consented cable protection works must ensure existing and future safe navigation is not compromised, accepting a maximum of 5% reduction in surrounding depth referenced to Chart Datum.

Smalls Traffic Separation Scheme

We note that the proposed cable routes pass through the Southern end of the TSS, including both East and Western “Areas to be Avoided”. These are established under the International Convention for the Prevention of Collisions At Sea 1972 (COLREGs), to regulate North/South traffic flows and to establish areas where vessels can anchor/take refuge in the event of emergency. Contravention of the COLREGs may constitute an offence against UK maritime legislation. It should be noted that the COLREGs do make provisions for cable-laying operations.

Within the NRA we would want to see consideration of both the regulations and the traffic environment. We would want to see a method statement including consideration of guard and support vessels to mitigate potential risks whilst transiting roughly perpendicular through the TSS lanes. It should also be noted that in the “Areas to be Avoided”, given the likelihood of vessels dropping anchor, there is the increased risk of cable strike. Full prior consultation and engagement will be needed with local maritime stakeholders in advance and during the works.

Receiver of Wreck / Unexploded Ordnance

At the formal marine licencing stage, the MCA would also likely give the standard advisory reminding the licensee of their obligations to report any recovered wreck material to the MCA Receiver of Wreck and are required to take any recovered wreck to a UK port only. A significant breach of this legislation may also constitute an offence under UK law.

Finally, we note that the cable route through the Irish Sea will have a high probability of encountering unexploded ordnance (UXO) during laying operations. Appropriate safeguards should be put in place by the applicant for safe disposal and mitigation where needed.

As this project progresses, we would encourage the developers to keep the MCA informed, and welcome early discussion on the points raised above.

Yours Sincerely,




Thomas Bulpit

Marine Licencing Lead
Navigation Safety Branch
Maritime & Coastguard Agency
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