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[bookmark: _GoBack]To:	Debbie Nicholas – Marine Licensing Team
From:	Rhys Morgan – Natural Resources Planner (Marine)
Date:	29 November 2018 

Marine Licence consultation: 
Foundation works to support overhead power lines associated with electrification works at the River Taff Rail Bridge, Cardiff

Marine Licence application CML1854
Applicant: Network Rail

Response to email from Debbie Nicholas dated 16 November 2018

Summary
The proposed works involve the installation of a cluster of 4 x 610 mm tubular piles to support a platform (pile cap) on which to later mount a gantry for the electrification of the rail line. The piling rig is to operate from an adjacent road; it is estimated that all works will take 15 days. The permanent works will have a footprint of approximately 4m2 and located at the top of the river bank outside the river channel.  
   
The Marine Licensing Team has requested comments from NRW Advisory. 

Material submitted
Consultation letter dated 16 November 2018
Marine Licence application dated 2 October 2018
Location plan
WFD scoping template
WFD Assessment dated 15 November 2018

NRW Advisory Comments
We have no objection to the proposed activity as long as it is undertaken as described in the submitted documentation and inaccordance with the ‘Additional comments’ made below. 

Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assesment) Regulations 2007 (as amended)
NRW Advisory concurs that an EIA is not required for the proposed works.

European Protected Species (EPS)
NRW Advisory believes that the proposed works will have no impact on any EPS in the manner
outlined in S.41 (1) of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (as amended).  



Biodiversity Duty under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
NRW Advisory consider that the proposed works is unlikely to impact on the local ecosystem and those connected to it, and no impact upon any of the species and habitats listed under Section 7 of the Act (that has replaced List 42 of the NERC Act 2006).

EU Water Framework Directive Assessment
We agree with the Assessment’s conclusion in that it is unlikely for the proposed works will have an effect on the current waterbody status nor is it likely to prevent the water body from reaching the 2021 target status.

Additional comments
We recommend that the applicant is made aware of the following: 

Adjacent NRW Flood protection scheme
The banks of the River Taff at this location have been strengthened using a concrete filled mattress.  Any damage to this mattress as a result of the installation of the piles is to be repaired to NRW’s satisfaction.  This work will be at the expense of the applicant.  

NRW is to be informed immediately if the nearby flood wall is damaged during the installation of the piles.  Any repairs to the wall must be agreed with NRW before any remedial work takes place.

Ecology
Any scrub clearance will have a significant impact on birds present during the nesting season. If there is suitable habitat for nesting birds that has to be removed, site clearance should occur outside the nesting season of March to July inclusive. If it is likely that piling works may occur within this period, we suggest that the site is cleared before the end of February.
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Rhys Morgan
Natural Resource Planner (Marine)
Natural Resources Planning Team


NRW Advisory consultation record
Rhys Morgan, SE Area Natural Resources Planning Team
Carl Llewellyn, Flood Risk Analysis Team
Nicola Broadbridge, Biodiversity Technical Officer, Taff NRM Team
James Galsworthy, Asset Systems Management Technical Specialist
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