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Protected sites advisor response to an internal consultation on the Habitats Regulations Assessment of a project 
TO: 

Debbie Nicholas, Marine Licensing Team 
FROM: 
Delyth Rowlands, Development Planning Advice Service 
SUBJECT:
Habitats Regulations Assessment of Ground Investigation Works at A494 River Dee Bridge (RML1860)
Thank you for consulting the Development Planning Advice Service on the above project and sending us a copy of the draft Form 1 HRA report on the 14th November 2018. Our comments are as follows:
The proposal is located within the Afon Dyfrdwy a Llyn Tegid / River Dee and Bala Lake Special Area of Conservation (SAC).
Originally due to be complete by no later than the 8th March, the proposed work period has now been extended until the 15th March. There will be some adult Atlantic salmon (a feature of the SAC) migrating upstream in March, with the main downstream salmon smolt run beginning at the end of that month. We advise that although we agree with the HRA conclusion reached with respect to this SAC feature, should the period of works be further delayed we would wish to be re-consulted to provide further advice. This comment is also relevant to river and sea lamprey SAC features. 

There are records of otter activity in close proximity to the application site and the area of scrub close to the proposed access route (for the crane option of delivery) appears suitable for otter holt or resting-up areas. Otter are a feature of the River Dee SAC and are a European Protected Species. To reduce the risk of damage or disturbance to potential otter holts or resting-up areas we recommend that the applicant avoids the most densely scrubbed area on the north-western side of the site identified for access and temporary storage of the crane. We advise that night-time lighting of the works is kept to a minimum. Provided that these measures are adhered to it is not anticipated that the proposed works will have an adverse effect on the otter feature.
Signed: Delyth W Rowlands 
Date: 18th December 2018
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