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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	 
Kayleigh Miles, Water Resources Permitting Officer

	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-032048 – Hendre Glyn Farm


	1. a. SSSI name(s) b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. River Usk SSSI (Upper, Lower and Transitional)
b. South East
c. Monmouthshire and Torfaen Environment Team

a. Severn Estuary SSSI
b. South East
c. Monmouthshire and Torfaen Environment Team

	1.  Brief description of proposal


	Application for same terms renewal of an abstraction licence at Hendre Glyn Farm for use to operate a hydro-electric scheme. The abstraction point is sited at National Grid Reference SO 28105 07595. 

The existing licence was issued  on 07/08/2008 with and expiry date of 31/03/2026.

The applicant is applying to renew  the licence under the same terms to the next catchment common end date 31/03/2038.



	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?

The following activities are likely to cause damage:

· The changing of water levels and tables and changes in water utilisation including irrigation, storage and abstraction from existing water bodies and through boreholes. 

The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

River Usk 

The River Usk is one of the largest rivers in Wales. From its source to its confluence, the main channel is over 120 kilometres long and drains a catchment of 1358 km3. The River Usk comprises a large, linear ecosystem which acts as an important wildlife corridor, an essential migration route and key breeding area for many nationally and internationally important species.

The abstraction is sourced from a stream that is a tributary that feeds into the Nant Rhyd-y-Meirch which then flows into the River Usk. The abstraction is sited entirely outside of the River Usk SSSI, approximately 7 kilometres from the River Usk SSSI boundary. 

Features include: otter, fish species (Atlantic Salmon, Twaite shad and allis shad, sea lamprey, river lamprey, brook lamprey, bullhead, rare craneflies),  breeding birds (common sandpiper, grey wagtail, dipper, goosander, little grebe)woodland, grassland, swamp and marginal vegetation, bracken, mudflats and saltmarsh, rare and scare mosses and liverworts, invertebrates associated with exposed river sediments,  

Severn Estuary SSSI

The Severn Estuary lies on the south west coast of Britain at the mouth of four major rivers (the Severn, Wye, Usk and Avon) and many lesser rivers. It has an immense tidal range (the second highest in the world). The intertidal zone of mudflats, sand banks, rocky platforms and saltmarsh is one of the largest and most important in Britain. The estuarine fauna includes internationally important populations of waterfowl; invertebrate populations of considerable interest; and large populations of migratory fish, including the nationally rare and endangered Allis Shad (Alosa alosa). Seven species of migratory fish move through the Estuary between the sea and rivers. There are particularly large numbers of Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar and Common Eel Anguilla. The other species are Allis Shad, the nationally rare Twaite Shad Alosa fallax, the Sea Trout Salmo trutta, Sea Lamprey Petromyzon marinus and the Lampern or River Lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis.

The estuary has a diverse geological setting and a wide range of geomorphological features, especially sediment deposits. It is important for the interpretation of coastline dynamics and landforms, and also past changes, in sea level, sediment supply, climate and river flow. The estuary's overall interest depends on its large size, and on the processes and inter-relationships between the intertidal and marine habitats and its fauna.

The scheme is sited entirely outside of the Severn Estuary SSSI. The Severn Estuary SSSI is located approximately 55 kilometres downstream of the abstraction point.

For the majority of the designated features of both the River Usk and Severn Estuary SSSIs, we can conclude no mechanisms/pathways due to their nature and distance downstream of the scheme. The abstraction takes place entirely outside of both SSSI boundaries, is non-consumptive and there are multiple tributaries between the abstraction and the SSSI sites which feed into the flows of the River Usk and subsequent Severn Estuary. Therefore, the proposed activity is not likely to damage the many of the SSSI features.
The features of both River Usk and Severn Estuary SSSI which have the potential to be impacted, are the migratory fish species features and otter. 
The abstraction has been licenced since 2008. During this time, there have been no known reported concerns over this abstraction impacting features designated under either the River Usk SSSI or Serven Estuary SSSI.
During the determination of the renewal of the licence, NRW confirmed that there are a number of barriers downstream of the abstraction point which act as a barrier to fish migration, therefore the abstraction site is inaccessible to migratory fish species. As a result, we can conclude no impact pathway is created by renewing the licence and will have no appreciable effect on any designated mobile species.
It is possible otters could be found around the abstraction point. The River Usk SSSI covers an area which has multiple tributaries which flow into the River Usk. Therefore, otters have a large area within the SSSI boundary available to them to use as habitat, as well as multiple tributaries outside of the SSSI boundary. Therefore, any potential impacts identified outside of the SSSI boundary which could impact on the range and supporting habitat, and thus population of Otter, can be considered a de minimis (small scale) impact for this proposal.
Due to the long history of the abstraction with no known reported concerns and knowledge that there are barriers which prevent migratory fish from being able to access the abstraction point and depleted reach, we can conclude that the proposal to renew the abstraction licence is unlikely to have any significant impacts on the sites integrity and features, therefore the renewing the licence is not likely to damage features designated under the River Usk SSSI and Severn Estuary SSSI.
	








	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)


	No response or concerns recorded in Renewal Consultation Spreadsheet 2025-26. 

NRW Specialist confirmed that the abstraction point is inaccessible to migratory fish. 

	1. Recommendation



	

[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest.




	1. Signature and date assessment made.

	K Miles
28/07/2026


	1. Officers name and job title
	Kayleigh Miles
Water Resources Permitting Officer
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