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Internal application for an NRW statutory authorisation:
Habitats Regulations Assessment by the authorising team
This form should be be completed by the authorising team.
AUTHORISING TEAM:	Water Resources Permitting Team

APPLICANT: 	Projects & Programme Delivery – Ruairi Barry 

APPLICATION DATE:	07/01/2026

TYPE OF AUTHORISATION:	Transfer Licence

PROJECT DETAILS:	Application for a transfer abstraction licence to operate an existing fish bypass channel on the Afon Cynllaith around the Glascoed Weir. The bypass channel was constructed in 2014 as part of Natural Resources Wales (NRW) ‘Salmon for Tomorrow’ programme. The bypass channel diverts some flows around the Glascoed Weir improving fish passage around the weir and providing fish species and aquatic ecology with the Afon Cynllaith access to additional habitat and spawning grounds within in the upper catchment, above the Glascoed Weir. 
                                       
                                                     The transfer activity has been previously licenced under licence number WA/054/0001/0001. However, this licence expired and the applicant did not apply to renew the licence. 

                                                     An application has now been received to reinstate the bypass channel with an improved design to the inlet structure as a result of significant scour and storm impacts which lead to instability of the structure in 2022, which closed the bypass channel. 


1.	We have carefully considered the Form 1 HRA report provided with this application, and we consider that it adequately addresses the potential implications for any European sites potentially affected by the project. We note that, where relevant, the necessary consultation has taken place with the ANCB and that their representations have been properly taken into account. On this basis, we adopt the reasoning and conclusions of the HRA report provided. Any additional comments are noted below.

2.	We have carefully considered the Form 1 HRA report provided with this application and we have discussed the HRA with applicant. We are not satisfied that the applicant’s HRA adequately addresses the potential implications for European sites. Our main reasons for this are summarised below. We have carried out our HRA which is recorded in the attached HRA report. 

3.	We note that no HRA report has been provided with this application and we are satisfied that the project does not require an HRA. Any additional comments are noted below.


Signed:         K Miles
Name:	          Kayleigh Miles, Water Resources Permitting Officer
Date:	          07/05/2026
Additional comments by the authorising team:

Although, we agree that the HRA Form 1 assessment adequately addresses the potential implications to European sites potentially affected by the project. We note that there is no documentation of European sites which have been initially considered but ruled out without  further consideration, this would have been expected to be included within Section 3.2.1 of the Form 1 assessment. 

European sites that have not been included in the assessment and could have the potential to be negatively affected by the project have been considered by the Permitting Team. The European sites which have been considered but can be immediately ruled out of the assessment without further consideration include:

Montgomery Canal

No conceivable impact on the above European site, by virtue of the scale or location or nature of the project - this site was identified during the Permitting Teams screening exercise of this application, approximately 18 kilometres downstream of the point at which transfered water is discharged back the Afon Cynllaith. This site was considered by the Permitting Team; however, it is designated for floating water plantain and all transferred water is returned to the Afon Cynllaith 18 kilometres upstream of the sites boundary, it can immediately be ruled out without the need for further consideration. 

The Severn Estuary SPA

No conceivable impact on the above European site, by virtue of the scale or location or nature of the project - this site was identified during the Permitting Teams screening exercise of this application, approximately 250 kilometres downstream of the point at which transfered water is discharged back the Afon Cynllaith. This site was considered by the Permitting Team; however, it is designated for its populations of migratory bird species, populations of wintering bird species and populations of waterfowl with the estuary, intertidal mud and sand, Atlantic salt meadow/salt marshes, hard substrate habitats (Rocky shores) and freshwater grazing marsh / Neutral grassland features acting as supporting habitats to the designated bird interests. Therefore, given the nature of the designated features and their distance downstream from the proposal, it can be immediately ruled out.
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