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	Plan or project name, brief description or application reference number
	Application number – PAN-032239 
Application for a different term’s renewal of Water Resource Licence WA/057/0031/002.



	HRA iteration/version
	N/A


[bookmark: _Toc167970046][bookmark: _Toc181009139][bookmark: _Hlk167451781]1.	Plan or Project Details
	Information about the plan or project  

	1
	Date application received
	23/03/2026

	2
	Applicant details
	The Royal Mint Limited 

The Royal Mint
Pontyclun
Llantrisant
Rhondda Cynon Taf
CF72 8YT

	3
	NRW team responsible for carrying out, or requiring to be carried out, the plan or project, and name of lead officer
	N/A

	4
	Activity/ies proposed

	An application to renew an abstraction licence under different terms has been submitted for licence number WA/057/0031/002. The abstraction licence authorises abstraction for the purpose of process water to be used in the coin manufacturing process at the Royal Mint. The abstraction point is sited in the River Ely at NGR ST 02990 84652.

The application received reflects changes to site and business operations. The Royal Mint has ceased production of international currency and consequently, decommissioned its onsite furnaces. This has significantly reduced the site’s water demands and therefore, the Licence Holder is seeking a reduction to the daily and annual licenced abstraction quantities, while retaining the hourly quantities to retain their operational flexibility. 

Historically, the onsite furnaces required process water for cooling purposes. Water abstracted for cooling was previously discharged back to the River Ely approximately 400 metres downstream. As the site no longer requires cooling water, the applicant proposes to remove condition 9.1 of the licence, which authorises this discharge. . 

All process water going forward is to be treated at an onsite treatment plant before being discharged to sewer under a trade effluent consent. As no abstracted water will be returned to the River Ely under this proposal, the abstraction licence will be wholly consumptive.

The discharge of abstracted water has been authorised by EPR Permit KP3135KV since 2009, which notes that the only discharge to surface water is uncontaminated surface run off and the discharge of non-contact (uncontaminated) cooling water. Therefore, the activity has always in part been consumptive. 

The existing licence was first issued on 22/03/2010. The applicant is applying to renew the licence under different terms to the next catchment common end date 31/03/2041.

The reduction in authorised abstraction quantities is as followed: 
	
	Existing licenced quantities 
	Proposed licenced quantities 

	Cubic metres per hour
	75
	75

	Cubic metres per day
	1,800
	410

	Cubic metres per year
	657,000
	149,650



At an instantaneous rate not exceeding 20.8 litres per second.


	5
	Relevant legislation or statutory basis
	· Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017	
· Environment Act 1995
· Water Resources Act 1991 as amended by the Water Act 2003
· Water Resources (Abstraction and Impounding) Regulations 2006
· Article 3 of the Natural Resources Body for Wales (Establishment) Order 2012
· The Natural Resources Body for Wales (Functions) Order 2013
· The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017

	6
	Location
	Abstraction site: The Royal Mint, River Ely,  Llantrisant.
Abstraction point (Point A): ST 02990 84652
[image: ]



	7
	Plan or project documents, including any application documents
	Supporting documents were not required for this application.

	8
	Environmental Statement (ES)
	N/A


	9
	Pre-application correspondence 
	N/A.


	10
	NRW team responsible for preparing this HRA report, and lead officer
	Water Resources Permitting Team.
Kayleigh Miles


	11
	Team or person responsible for approving the plan or project (competent authority role)
	As row 10. 



[bookmark: _Toc167970047][bookmark: _Toc181009140][bookmark: _Hlk167452201]2.	Determining the need for a Habitats Regulations Assessment
	2.1 Is there any possibility that the plan or project could negatively affect any European sites?
	Yes.


	2.2 Is the whole of the plan or project directly and only connected with or necessary to the management of one or more European sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the European site(s) is/are designated?
	No. 

	2.3 Is there a possibility that the plan or project could affect any other feature of the European site(s) concerned, or of another European site, in a way that would undermine that feature’s conservation objectives?
	No. 



[bookmark: _Toc167970048][bookmark: _Toc181009141]3.	Considering the likelihood of a significant effect (LSE) 
3.1	Renewal of a project authorisation on the same or more restrictive terms as an extant authorisation
	Is this a renewal of an extant authorisation which complies with NRW approved criteria for ruling out significant effects of renewals (see Part 2 of OGN200) without conducting a project-specific LSE test?
	No. 


3.2	Likelihood of significant effects (LSE) test 
3.2.1 Which European sites might be affected by the plan or project?
	(a)
	Based on the plan or project specification, or information provided in the application, it is considered that these European sites have features which could be negatively affected by the plan or project
	Severn Estuary SAC (UK0013030) and Ramsar (UK11081)
The Severn Estuary SAC and Ramsar site was identified during this renewal application approximately 32 kilometres downstream of the abstraction point. This site and its features were not considered during the original determination of the licence; and based on the type of features (mobile) and advice received from the Appropriate Nature Conservation Body (ANCB), it is necessary to consider this site as part of this proposal to renew the abstraction licence

	(b)
	The potential for the plan or project to negatively affect these European sites was also initially considered, but can be ruled out without further consideration
	Severn Estuary SPA (UK9015022) 
This site was identified during this renewal application as approximately 32 kilometres downstream of the point of abstraction. The above site was initially considered; however, it is designated for its assemblage of nationally important populations of waterfowl, internationally important populations of wintering bird species and migratory bird species. Therefore, given the nature of the designated features and their distance downstream from the proposals, it can be immediately ruled out.  


3.2.2 Screening for likelihood of significant effect
	TABLE 3.2.2  Screening assessment

	Designated site feature 
	Relevant conservation objectives 


	Screening conclusion – ‘SCREEN OUT’, ‘SCREEN IN’ or ‘IN COMB’ 

	Explanation 


	European site name: The Severn Estuary / Môr Hafren SAC


	· Migratory fish 

The Severn Estuary is of particular importance for migratory fish. The estuary is one of the most important British estuaries for three rare species - river lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis), sea lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) and twaite shad (Alosa fallax) which are all designated features of the SAC.

	River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis 
The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met: 
i. the migratory passage of both adult and juvenile river lamprey through the Severn Estuary between the Bristol Channel and any of their spawning rivers is not obstructed or impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows, or poor water quality; 
ii. the size of the river lamprey population in the Severn Estuary and the rivers which drain into it, is at least maintained and is at a level that is sustainable in the long term;
iii. the abundance of prey species forming the river lamprey’s food resource within the estuary, is maintained. 
iv. Toxic contaminants in the water column and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above.
	Screen out/In combination
	River lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis and Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus

The application received is to renew an abstraction licence with reduced daily and annual abstraction quantities. 

The abstraction has been in operation since 1967. Although the activity was only licenced in 2010. The original licence authorised abstraction with significantly higher abstraction quantities, 1,150,000m3 per year, which was subsequently reduced later to 657,000m3 per year in 2017.  Given the long-standing history of the abstraction, it can be considered to form part of the baseline conditions of both the waterbody and wider catchment. 

The proposed reduction in the licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there will be a greater volume of water retained within the River Ely. This has the potential to support River Lamprey or Sea Lamprey populations designated under the River Severn SAC. 

It is important to note, however, that increased flows within the Ely have the potential to affect the functionality of the fish pass which is located immediately downstream of the point of abstraction. Higher flows can result in increased water velocities passing over the fish pass, which may impede fish migration if the velocities exceed the fish species limited burst speed/swimming capacity. This could create the risk of fish becoming fatigued while attempting to pass the fish pass, potentially limiting their upward migratory trajectory.

The reduction in licenced abstraction quantities proposed by this application is not considered to adversely affect the functionality of the fish pass. Abstraction at the Royal Mint site has been operating at a reduced abstraction rate for the past year, as evidenced in their return submission. NRW have conducted site visits during this time, including when abstraction has not been occurring at full capacity or at all. The fish pass continued to function effectively at these visits.

Therefore, while the proposal will result in a change in flow over the fish pass, the changes are not expected to have a significant adverse effect on the ability of migratory fish species to utilise the fish pass. 
 
The existing licence requires a 10 millimetre fish screen to be fitted at the point of abstraction to prevent the entrapment, entrainment and impingement of fish. While a 10mm screen is not in line with current fish screening guidance, the site has been operating with this fish screening requirement since it was originally issued.

There have been no significant changes to the abstraction infrastructure, in-river structures or fish populations since the licence was first issued that would suggest there is now an increased risk to fish entrainment, entrapment or impingement. Given the long standing abstraction operation with a 10 millimetres fish screen and the absence of evidence of adverse effects, it is not considered that renewing the licence with the same fish screening requirements (10 millimetres) would result in significant impacts on River Lamprey or Sea Lamprey populations of the Severn Estuary SAC. 

It is considered that  there is unlikely to be any significant impacts on the integrity of the River Lamprey and Sea Lamprey feature of the Severn Estuary SAC as a result of this application. 
 

	· 
	Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus
The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met:

i. the migratory passage of both adult and juvenile sea lamprey through the Severn Estuary between the Bristol Channel and any of their spawning rivers is not obstructed or impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows, or poor water quality; 
ii. the size of the sea lamprey population in the Severn Estuary and the rivers which drain into it, is at least maintained as is at a level that is sustainable in the long term; 
iii. the abundance of prey species forming the sea lamprey’s food resource within the estuary, is maintained. 
iv. Toxic contaminants in the water column and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above.
	
	

	· 
	Twaite shad Alosa fallax
The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes, each of the following conditions are met:
i. the migratory passage of both adult and juvenile twaite shad through the Severn Estuary between the Bristol Channel and their spawning rivers is not obstructed or impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows or poor water quality; 
ii. the size of the twaite shad population within the Severn Estuary and the rivers draining into it is at least maintained and is at a level that is sustainable in the long term.
iii. the abundance of prey species forming the twaite shad’s food resource within the estuary, in particular at the salt wedge , is maintained.
iv. Toxic contaminants in the water column and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above.
	Screen out
	Twaite shad Alosa fallax

The application received is to renew an abstraction licence with reduced abstraction quantities. 

The abstraction has been in operation since 1967. Although the activity was only licenced in 2010. This authorised abstraction with significantly higher licenced abstraction quantities, 1,150,000m3 per year, which was subsequently reduced to 657,000m3 per year in 2017.  Given the long-standing history of the abstraction, it is considered to form part of the baseline conditions of both the waterbody and wider catchment. 

The proposed reduction in the licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there will be a greater volume of water retained within the River Ely. These flows have the potential to support Twait shad populations designated under the River Severn SAC. 

It is important to note, however, that increased flows within the Ely have the potential to affect the functionality of the fish pass located immediately downstream of the point of abstraction. Higher flows can result in increased water velocities passing over the fish pass, which may impede fish migration if the velocities exceed the fish species limited burst speed/swimming capacity. This could create the risk of fish becoming fatigued while attempting to pass the fish pass, potentially limiting their upward migratory trajectory.

The reduction in licenced abstraction quantities proposed by this application is not considered to adversely affect the functionality of the fish pass. Abstraction at the Royal Mint site has been operating at a reduced abstraction rate for the past year, as evidenced in their return submission. NRW have conducted site visits during this time, including when abstraction has not been occurring at full capacity or at all. The fish pass continued to function effectively at these visits.

Therefore, while the proposal will result in a change in flow over the fish pass, the  change is not expected to have a significant adverse effect on the ability of migratory fish species to utilise the fish pass. 
 
The existing licence requires a 10 millimetre fish screen to be fitted to the point of abstraction to prevent the entrapment, entrainment and impingement of fish. A 10 millimetres screen is considered to be suitably protective for twaite shad populations . 

It is considered that  there is unlikely to be any significant impacts on the integrity of the Twaite shad feature of the Severn Estuary SAC as a result of this application. 


	Estuary
The Estuary is an over-arching feature of the SAC which incorporates all aspects of the physical, chemical and biological attributes of the estuary as an ecosystem. The physical nature of the tidal regime determines not only the structure of the estuary and individual habitats but also the conditions affecting it and the biological communities it therefore supports. When considering the impacts of this proposal, the major river feeding estuary is the River Taff.

· Migratory fish (salmon, eel, sea trout and Allis Shad)
· Assemblage of fish species (>100 species)
· Internationally important populations of migratory bird species*
· Internationally important populations of wintering bird species*
· Assemblage of nationally important populations of waterfowl*
· Hard substrate habitats (Rocky shores)
· Assemblage of vascular plant species

* Part of notable species sub-feature of estuary feature

	The conservation objective for the “estuaries” feature of the Severn Estuary SAC is to maintain the feature in favourable condition. The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes , each of the following conditions are met:

i. the total extent of the estuary is maintained; 
ii. the characteristic physical form (tidal prism/cross sectional area) and flow (tidal regime) of the estuary is maintained; 
iii. the characteristic range and relative proportions of sediment sizes and sediment budget within the site is maintained;
iv. the extent, variety and spatial distribution of estuarine habitat communities within the site is maintained
v. the extent, variety, spatial distribution and community composition of hard substrate habitats and their notable communities is maintained; 
vi. the abundance of the notable estuarine species assemblages is maintained or increased; 
vii. the physico-chemical characteristics of the water column support the ecological objectives described above;
viii. toxic contaminants in water column and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above. 
ix. airborne nutrient and contaminant loads are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above
	Screen out/ In combination
	Estuary

The application received is to renew an abstraction licence with reduced abstraction quantities. 

The abstraction has been in operation since 1967. Although the activity was only licenced in 2010. This authorised abstraction with significantly higher licenced abstraction quantities, 1,150,000m3 per year, which was subsequently reduced to 657,000m3 per year in 2017.  Given the long-standing history of the abstraction, it is considered to form part of the baseline conditions of both the waterbody and wider catchment. 

The proposed reduction in the licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there will be a greater volume of water retained within the River Ely. These flows have the potential to support migratory fish populations designated under the River Severn SAC. 

It is important to note, however, that increased flows within the Ely have the potential to affect the functionality of the fish pass located immediately downstream of the point of abstraction. Higher flows can result in increased water velocities passing over the fish pass, which may impede fish migration if the velocities exceed the fish species limited burst speed/swimming capacity. This could create the risk of fish becoming fatigued while attempting to pass the fish pass, potentially limiting their upward migratory trajectory.

The reduction in licenced abstraction quantities proposed by this application is not considered to adversely affect the functionality of the fish pass. Abstraction at the Royal Mint site has been operating at a reduced abstraction rate for the past year, as evidenced in their return submission. NRW have conducted site visits during this time, including when abstraction has not been occurring at full capacity or at all. The fish pass continued to function effectively at these visits.

Therefore, while the proposal will result in a change in flow over the fish pass, the change is not expected to have a significant adverse effect on the ability of migratory fish species to utilise the fish pass. 
 
The existing licence requires a 10 millimetre fish screen to be fitted at the point of abstraction to prevent the entrapment, entrainment and impingement of fish. While a 10mm screen is not in line with current fish screening guidance for European Eels, the site has been operating with this fish screening requirement since it was originally issued.

There have been no significant changes to the abstraction infrastructure, in-river structures or fish populations since the licence was first issued that would suggest there is now an increased risk to fish entrainment, entrapment or impingement. Given the long standing abstraction operation with a 10 millimetre fish screen and the absence of evidence of adverse effects, it is not considered that renewing the licence with the same fish screening requirements (10 millimetres) would result in significant impacts on migratory fish species populations of the Severn Estuary SAC. 

It is considered that  there is unlikely to be any significant impacts on the integrity of the Estuary feature of the Severn Estuary SAC as a result of this application. 


	Subtidal sandbanks, Intertidal Mud and Sand, Atlantic salt meadow / salt marshes, Reefs
	The conservation objectives for the “subtidal sandbanks”, “intertidal Mud and Sand”, Atlantic salt meadow / salt marshes” and “Reefs” features of the Severn Estuary SAC are to maintain the feature in favourable condition.
	Screen out
	The proposal takes place entirely outside of the SAC boundary, approximately 32 kilometres upstream. 

The abstraction has been in operation since 1967. Although the activity was only licenced in 2010. This authorised abstraction with significantly higher licenced abstraction quantities, 1,150,000m3 per year, which was subsequently reduced to 657,000m3 per year in 2017.  Given the long-standing history of the abstraction, it is considered to form part of the baseline conditions of both the waterbody and wider catchment. 

The proposed reduction in licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there will be a greater volume of water to be retained within the River Ely to support flows downstream into the Severn Estuary SAC.  
 
Therefore there is unlikely to be any significant impacts on the integrity of the features as a result of this proposal. 


	European site name:  The Severn Estuary / Môr Hafren Ramsar


	· Estuary
· Migratory fish (salmon, eel, sea trout and Allis Shad)
· Assemblage of fish species (>100 species)
· Internationally important populations of migratory bird species*
· Internationally important populations of wintering bird species*
· Assemblage of nationally important populations of waterfowl*
· Hard substrate habitats (Rocky shores)

* Part of notable species sub-feature of estuary feature

The area of the estuarine ecosystem designated as Ramsar Site is smaller than that of the SAC as it is restricted to the terrestrial and intertidal areas and excludes all subtidal areas.

	The conservation objective for the “estuaries” feature of the Severn Estuary Ramsar Site is to maintain the feature in favourable condition. The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes , each of the following conditions are met:

i. the total extent of the estuary is maintained; 
ii. the characteristic physical form (tidal prism/cross sectional area) and flow (tidal regime) of the estuary is maintained; 
iii. the characteristic range and relative proportions of sediment sizes and sediment budget within the site is maintained;
iv. the extent, variety and spatial distribution of estuarine habitat communities within the site is maintained
v. the extent, variety, spatial distribution and community composition of hard substrate habitats and their notable communities is maintained; 
vi. the abundance of the notable estuarine species assemblages is maintained or increased; 
vii. the physico-chemical characteristics of the water column support the ecological objectives described above;
viii. toxic contaminants in water column and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above. 
airborne nutrient and contaminant loads are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above
	Screen out/ In combination
	Estuary

The application received is to renew an abstraction licence with reduced abstraction quantities. 

The abstraction has been in operation since 1967. Although the activity was only licenced in 2010. This authorised abstraction with significantly higher licenced abstraction quantities, 1,150,000m3 per year, which was subsequently reduced to 657,000m3 per year in 2017.  Given the long-standing history of the abstraction, it is considered to form part of the baseline conditions of both the waterbody and wider catchment. 

The proposed reduction in the licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there will be a greater volume of water retained within the River Ely. These flows have the potential to support migratory fish species populations designated under the River Severn RAMSAR Estuary feature. 

It is important to note, however, that increased flows within the Ely have the potential to affect the functionality of the fish pass located immediately downstream of the point of abstraction. Higher flows can result in increased water velocities passing over the fish pass, which may impede fish migration if the velocities exceed the fish species limited burst speed/swimming capacity. This could create the risk of fish becoming fatigued while attempting to pass the fish pass, potentially limiting their upward migratory trajectory.

The reduction in licenced abstraction quantities proposed by this application is not considered to adversely affect the functionality of the fish pass. Abstraction at the Royal Mint site has been operating at a reduced abstraction rate for the past year, as evidenced in their return submission. NRW have conducted visits during this time, including when abstraction has not been occurring at full capacity or at all. The fish pass continued to function effectively at these visits.

Therefore, while the proposal will result in a change in flow over the fish pass, the change is not expected to have a significant adverse effect on the ability of migratory fish species to utilise the fish pass. 
 
The existing licence requires a 10 millimetre fish screen to be fitted at the point of abstraction to prevent the entrapment, entrainment and impingement of fish. While a 10mm screen is not in line with current fish screening guidance, the site has been operating this this fish screening requirement since it was originally issued.

There have been no significant changes to the abstraction infrastructure, in-river structures or fish populations since the licence was first issued that would suggest there is now an increased risk to fish entrainment, entrapment or impingement. Given the long standing abstraction operation with a 10 millimetre fish screen and the absence of evidence of adverse effects, it is not considered that renewing the licence with the same fish screening requirements (10 millimetres) would result in significant impacts on the migratory fish species designated under the Estuary feature of the Severn Estuary RAMSAR. 

It is considered that  there is unlikely to be any significant impacts on the integrity of the Estuary feature of the Severn Estuary RAMSAR as a result of this application. 

	Assemblage of migratory fish species

	The feature will be considered to be in favourable condition when, subject to natural processes , each of the following conditions are met:
i.  the migratory passage of both adults and juveniles of the assemblage of migratory fish species through the Severn Estuary between the Bristol Channel and any of their spawning rivers is not obstructed or impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows, or poor water quality;
ii. the size of the populations of the assemblage species in the Severn Estuary and the rivers which drain into it, is at least maintained and is at a level that is sustainable in the long term;
iii. the abundance of prey species forming the principal food resources for the assemblage species within the estuary, is maintained.
iv. Toxic contaminants in the water column4 and sediment are below levels which would pose a risk to the ecological objectives described above
	Screen out/ In combination
	Assemblage of migratory fish species

The application received is to renew an abstraction licence with reduced abstraction quantities. 

The abstraction has been in operation since 1967. Although the activity was only licenced in 2010. This authorised abstraction with significantly higher licenced abstraction quantities, 1,150,000m3 per year, which was subsequently reduced to 657,000m3 per year in 2017.  Given the long-standing history of the abstraction, it is considered to form part of the baseline conditions of both the waterbody and wider catchment. 

The proposed reduction in the licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there will be a greater volume of water retained within the River Ely. These flows have the potential to support populations of migratory fish designated under the assemblage of migratory fish species feature designated under the River Severn RAMSAR. 

It is important to note, however, that increased flows within the Ely have the potential to affect the functionality of the fish pass located immediately downstream of the point of abstraction. Higher flows can result in increased water velocities passing over the fish pass, which may impede fish migration if the velocities exceed the fish species limited burst speed/swimming capacity. This could create the risk of fish becoming fatigued while attempting to pass the fish pass, potentially limiting their upward migratory trajectory.

The reduction in licenced abstraction quantities proposed by this application is not considered to adversely affect the functionality of the fish pass. Abstraction at the Royal Mint site has been operating at a reduced abstraction rate for the past year, as evidenced in their return submission. NRW have conducted visits during this time, including when abstraction has not been occurring at full capacity or at all. The fish pass continued to function effectively at these visits.

Therefore, while the proposal will result in changes in flow over the fish pass, these changes are not expected to have a significant adverse effect on the ability of migratory fish species to utilise the fish pass. 
 
The existing licence requires a 10 millimetre fish screen to be fitted at the point of abstraction to prevent the entrapment, entrainment and impingement of fish. While a 10 millimetres fish screen is not in line with current fish screening guidance, the site has been operating this this fish screening requirement since it was originally issued.

There have been no significant changes to the abstraction infrastructure, in-river structures or fish populations since the licence was first issued that would suggest there is now an increased risk to fish entrainment, entrapment or impingement. Given the long standing abstraction operation with a 10 millimetres fish screen and the absence of evidence of adverse effects, it is not considered that renewing the licence with the same fish screening requirements (10 millimetres) would result in significant impacts on the assemblage of migratory fish species feature designated under the Severn Estuary RAMSAR. 

It is considered that  there is unlikely to be any significant impacts on the integrity of the assemblage of fish species feature of the Severn Estuary RAMSAR as a result of this application.


	· Internationally important populations of waterfowl:
· Bewick’s swan
· European white-fronted goose
· Dunlin
· Redshank
· Shelduck
· Gadwall
	The conservation objective for the “internationally important assemblage of waterfowl” feature of the Severn Estuary Ramsar Site is to maintain the feature in favourable condition
	Screen out
	The proposal takes place entirely outside of the SAC boundary, approximately 32 kilometres upstream. 

The application received is to renew an abstraction licence with reduced abstraction quantities. 

The abstraction has been in operation since 1967. Although the activity was only licenced in 2010. This authorised abstraction with significantly higher licenced abstraction quantities, 1,150,000m3 per year, which was subsequently reduced to 657,000m3 per year in 2017.  Given the long-standing history of the abstraction, it is considered to form part of the baseline conditions of both the waterbody and wider catchment. 

The proposed reduction in the licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there will be a greater volume of water retained within the River Ely. These flows have the potential to support downstream flows into the River Severn RAMSAR. 

Therefore there is unlikely to be any significant impacts on the integrity of the internationally important populations of waterfowl feature as a result of this proposal. 



[bookmark: _Hlk167457151]
	TABLE 3.2.3 Screening decision of the plan or project ‘alone’

	(a) If the screening conclusion for all features for all sites in Table 3.2.2 is ‘SCREEN OUT’
	The plan or project is not likely to have a significant effect on any European site, and no further consideration under the Habitats Regulations is required in order to determine the approval/application.


	(b) If the conclusion for any features in Table 3.2.2 is ‘SCREEN IN’ 
	The plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on one or more European sites and therefore an appropriate assessment is required.


	(c) If there are no features in Table 3.2.2 that are ‘SCREEN IN’ and any features that are ‘IN COMB’
	The plan or project is not likely to have a significant effect on any European sites when considered alone, but the possibility of significant effects in combination with other plans and projects needs to be considered.



[bookmark: _Toc181009143][bookmark: _Toc167970051][bookmark: _Toc181009144]
5.	In combination assessment
	Table 5.1 Identification and assessment of in combination effects

	

‘INCOMB’ impacts from screening Table 3.2.2 and/or residual effect from appropriate assessment in section 4
	European site feature concerned
	Other plans or projects with effects that might interact with the effects of the plan or project to render its effects significant/adverse (if any)

	Nature of the in combination effect (if any) and assessment in view of conservation objectives

	Can significant or adverse in combination effects be ruled out for all features? 


	European site name: Severn Estuary SAC 

	Risk of entrainment, entrapment and impingement of fish at the point of abstraction 

	Migratory fish feature

Estuary feature
 
Migratory fish (salmon, eel, sea trout and Allis Shad)

Assemblage of fish species (>100 species)


	At the time of this assessment, two other water resources applications were identified within the Taff and Ely catchment of the South Valleys Rivers (ALS / CAMS); however, no interaction of effects with the current application (PAN-032239) were identified to render effects as significant.

The applications identified were: 

PAN-028966 – this application is for an impoundment licence on the Nant Castellau, a tributary of the River Ely. The Nant Castellau confluences with the River Ely downstream of the point of abstraction of this proposal. The provision of suitable fish passage will be assessed  during the independent determination of the application.

PAN-033111 – this application seeks to vary full abstraction licence WA/057/0031/004. The proposed variation would change the purpose of the licensed boreholes and extend the authorised abstraction period to year-round operation, with no increase to the licenced abstraction quantities. As the abstraction is from groundwater, the proposed variation is not expected to render effect with this current application. 

The current application (PAN-032239) is operational. The proposed reduction in the licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there is to be a greater volume of water retained within the River Ely which has the potential to support downstream flows and fish passage/populations.  

Overall, the potential for in-combination impact on the Severn Estuary SAC features are considered de minimis, given the low number of proposals within the catchment that could interact with this application and the fact that this application would result in a reduction in the licenced quantities. 

	Population, range, supporting habitat and species 

[footnoteRef:1] [1: ] 



	Yes

	European site name: Severn Estuary Ramsar

	Risk of entrainment, entrapment and impingement of fish at the point of abstraction 

	Estuary feature 

Migratory fish (salmon, eel, sea trout and Allis Shad)

Assemblage of fish species feature

	At the time of this assessment, two other water resources applications were identified within the Taff and Ely catchment of the South Valleys Rivers (ALS / CAMS); however, no interaction of effects with the current application (PAN-032239) were identified to render effects as significant is anticipated.

The applications identified were: 

PAN-028966 – this application is for an impoundment licence on the Nant Castellau, a tributary of the River Ely. The Nant Castellau confluences with the River Ely downstream of the point of abstraction of this proposal. The provision of suitable fish passage will be assessed  during the independent determination of the application.

PAN-033111 – this application seeks to vary full abstraction licence WA/057/0031/004. The proposed variation would change the purpose of the licensed boreholes and extend the authorised abstraction period to year-round operation, with no increase to the licenced abstraction quantities. As the abstraction is from groundwater, the proposed variation is not expected to render effect with this current application. 

The current application (PAN-032239) is operational. The proposed reduction in the licenced quantities is considered likely to provide an environmental benefit, as there is to be a greater volume of water retained within the River Ely which has the potential to support downstream flows and fish passage/populations.  

Overall, the potential for in-combination impact on the Severn Estuary SAC features are considered de minimis, given the low number of proposals within the catchment that could interact with this application and the fact that this application would result in a reduction in the licenced quantities. 

	Population, range, supporting habitat and species 

	Yes

	(a) If the right hand column is ‘YES’ for all rows
	The plan or project, when considered in combination with other plans and projects, is either not likely to have a significant effect on, or will not adversely affect the integrity of, any European site. 

	(b) If any rows in the right hand column are ‘NO’
	The plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on, or an adverse effect on, European site/s in combination with other plans or projects.  


	Can significant or adverse in combination effects be ruled out for all features? Yes





	Table 5.2 In combination assessment: results

	(a) If the answer for all features considered in Table 5.1 is ‘YES’
	The plan or project, when considered in combination with other plans and projects, is either not likely to have a significant effect on, or will not adversely affect the integrity of, any European site. 


	(b) If the answer for any features considered in Table 5.1 is ‘NO’
	The plan or project in its current form is likely to have a significant effect on, or an adverse effect on, European site/s in combination with other plans or projects.  



[bookmark: _Hlk167463097]6.	Conclusion
	HRA is not required because there is no conceivable impact on any European sites.
(As documented in section 2.1)
	

	HRA is not required because the whole of the plan or project is directly connected with or necessary to the management of one or more European sites, for the purposes of conserving the habitats or species for which the site(s) is/are designated, and the plan or project is not likely to have a significant effect on any other European sites.
(As documented in section 2.2 and 2.3)
	

	This project is a renewal of a current permission which complies with NRW agreed criteria for ruling out likely significant effects of a renewal without conducting a project-specific LSE test. Therefore, it is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any European sites, either alone or in-combination with other plans or projects.
(As documented in section 3.1 of this form)
	

	The plan or project has been screened for likelihood of significant effects and is considered not likely to have a significant effect on any European sites when considered alone, and in combination with other plans and projects.
(As documented in section 3.2 of this form, and section 5 if applicable) 
	X

	In light of the conclusions of an appropriate assessment it has been established that the plan or project will not adversely affect the integrity of any European sites, taking into account any conditions or restrictions as applicable, either alone or in-combination with other plans or projects.
(As documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 if applicable)
	


	In light of the conclusions of the appropriate assessment, it has not been ascertained that the plan or project will not adversely affect the integrity of any European sites, as documented in section 4 of this form, and section 5 if applicable.
Approval for the plan or project cannot be given unless either:
· the plan or project specification, and/or the terms under which it might be approved, are modified so as to remove the risk of adverse effects, and a revised HRA is prepared, or
· the plan or project (not being an SSSI consent*) satisfies the requirements for a derogation and a Derogation Notice is prepared and submitted for consideration by the appropriate authority, normally Welsh Ministers
(*SSSI consents cannot be given as derogations)
	



	Signed: K Miles

Name: Kayleigh Miles                                                                                                Position: Water Resources Permitting Officer

Date: 20/07/2026



	Was this HRA conclusion an escalated decision? YES or NO
	No 



[bookmark: _Toc167970052][bookmark: _Hlk167463243]

[bookmark: _Toc181009145]7.	Consultation with the ANCB and how sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this HRA report (as applicable) take into account that advice

	Relevant section of the HRA report
	Correspondence and/or meetings with the ANCB

	Description of how the comments from the ANCB have been taken into account

	3
	NRW Specialist via email 
	Confirmed that fish screening was assessed in 2010 and 10mm was determined to be adequate. As there haven’t been significant changes at this site with structures in the river or fish numbers, then even though eels and lamprey are present and our guidance states a smaller screen may be required, NRW do not believe we could make the case to change our previous 2010 advice/guidance. 

As for the fish pass, NRW are satisfied that while there will be an impact to the flows through the fish pass, this should not cause a significantly negative impact on its use by fish. From recent visits to the site, the abstraction has not been running at full capacity or running at all, and the fish pass has continued to function effectively. 

	3
	ANCB Consultation 
	Internal consultation on HRA with the ANCB. The ANCB were in agreement that the project has been taken to appropriate assessment and appropriate consideration of alone or in-combination with other plans and projects has been carried out. The ANCB were satisfied that it is established that that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of the above named Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites.
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