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	FORM WR-29  

Water Resources Act 1991 (Section 37) as substituted
Water Resources (Abstraction and Impounding) Regulations 2006 (Regulation 7(4)) as amended


Dispensation with public notice 

	Name and address of applicant: The Royal Mint Limited, Llantrisant, Pontyclun, CF72 8YT

	Brief description of proposal: 
An application for a different term’s renewal of licence number WA/057/0031/002. This licence was originally granted on 22/03/2010 following the loss of a Crown Exemption in which the abstraction was previously operating under. The licence was renewed with reduced licenced quantities in 2017, with a licence expiry date of 31/03/2029. An application has now been received to renew the licence to 31/03/2041, in line with the South East Valleys CED.
As part of the renewal, the applicant proposes to reduce their licenced quantities in response to a change in site operations which has significantly reduced their water requirements. See table below for reduction quantities. 

Existing licenced quantities 

Proposed licenced quantities 

Cubic metres per hour

75

17.1
Cubic metres per day

1,800

411

Cubic metres per year

657,000

150,000

The reduction is a result of the decommissioning of their onsite furnaces which had required process water for cooling purposes. Abstracted water used for non-contact cooling was previously discharged back to the River Ely approximately 500 metres downstream of the abstraction point. 
As abstracted water is no longer used for cooling purposes,  the applicant does not return water to the river downstream. Therefore, the existing licence condition (9.1) is to be removed as part of this proposal. Instead, all process water abstracted under this licence is to be used operationally in the coin manufacturing process before being treated at an onsite treatment plant and discharged to sewer under a trade effluent consent. Therefore, the licence is to become wholly consumptive as part of this proposal.

The discharge of abstracted water has been authorised by EPR Permit KP3135KV
 since 2009. This permit notes that the only discharge to surface water is uncontaminated surface run off and the discharge of non-contact (uncontaminated) cooling water. 
The original determination of this licence in 2010 assessed the proposal with typical discharge rates of 25% to public sewer and 75% returned to the River Ely. The licence condition is that ‘The Licence Holder shall return water abstracted in pursuance of this licence to the River Ely’ and doesn’t legally require all the water to be returned. Therefore, the licence has been non-consumptive in some aspect since its first issue. 

The previous impact assessment of the last renewal concluded that there were no concerns with regard to protected rights, lawful users or the environment (see determination dated 03/04/2017, saved to the DMS).

As the proposal is to reinstate the licence with significantly reduced licenced quantities (77% reduction) no additional impact on protected rights, lawful uses or the environment above that already observed are anticipated and the reduction is considered to be of environmental benefit. 
There have been no reports of any issues arising from the original licence and there are no concerns regarding the continued sustainability of the abstraction licence were it to be granted.
Therefore it is concluded that the proposal will have no appreciable adverse effect on protected rights, lawful uses or the environment and that advertising is not required.



	Having considered the proposal the Natural Resources Body for Wales (“Natural Resources Wales”) is of the opinion that it does not require advertising because it would have ‘no appreciable adverse effect’ on:


	Tick to confirm each point:

	· any licensed abstraction (protected rights);
	

	· any abstraction to which the restriction on abstraction does not apply (lawful users of water and non-licensed protected rights);
	

	· the environment (this includes any SSSI or other site of conservation value; or a building or other site of archaeological, architectural or historic interest; any other amenity impact; or affect a local water feature).
	


In exercise of its discretion under the Water Resources (Abstraction and Impounding) Regulations 2006 (Regulation 7(4)), Natural Resources Wales has decided to waive the normal publicity and notice requirements of section 37(1) and (2) of the Water Resources Act 1991 (as substituted by section 14 of the Water Act 2003 ) in relation to this proposal.

	Note: The proposed waiver should not be approved unless all boxes above can be ticked.
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Signed:  
Position: Team Leader, Water Resources Permitting

	Date:           04/06/2026                         
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