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	To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28I duty to notify SNCB and take their advice into account. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
NRW as a Section 28G authority has, when exercising its functions, a general duty to take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features by reason of which the site is of special interest’

Part 1 – SSSI Assessment
Part 2 – Formal notification to SNCB (to be completed if part 1 assessment concludes likely damage, not likely to damage because of conditions or you cannot conclude no likely damage)
Part 3 – Decision 

	Pink text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information and text turned to black.



Part 1 – SSSI Assessment 

	1. Permitting officer/team
	Owen Clee, Waste permitting 

	1. Permit application reference and site name
	PAN-030460 Bersham Colliery 


	1. a. SSSI name(s) 
b. location
c. NRW Operational Area/Environment Team
	a. Stryt Las a'r Hafod 

b. Johnstown, Wrexham, LL14 2LR (grid reference: SJ298459). 

c. Northeast Wales waste reg.

There is one SSSI located within 2km of the proposed site, Stryt Las a'r Hafod and is approximately 720 meters from the site boundary at its closest point (see below).  
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	1.  Brief description of proposal

.

	
Site address: Bersham Colliery, Bersham, Rhostyllen, LL14 4EG (grid reference: SJ 31301 47983). 

A new bespoke waste permit for the physical treatment facility (non-hazardous) of the recovery of colliery wastes. The facility is proposed to accept and physically treat one waste stream EWC 01 01 02.
Physical treatment will consist of screening, crushing, and washing of waste for recovery operations resulting in coal and secondary aggregates as products.
Plant equipment includes a wash plant utilising a Parnaby 8/36 Natural Medium Barrel washer, Parnaby 9m thickener and 2x 3m belt press, screener and crusher.
The wash plant will employ a ‘closed loop’ water treatment system, which will be topped up when required. 
All waste treatment and storage will take place an impermeable surface, forming part of a sealed drainage system. All surface waters on site drain to a sealed sump and then is recycled in the washing process. 
The proposed activity will treat up to 15,000 tonnes per week and 750,000 tonnes per annum with up to 15,000 tonnes of waste stored on site at any one time within the permit boundary. The proposed waste types accepted at the site will solely originate from Bersham colliery spoil heap closely located to the proposed permitted area.
The maximum duration of unprocessed waste on site is 1 month. Filter cake a byproduct of the treatment process from washing will be stored on site where no more than 3,000 tonnes stored at any one time and a maximum storage time of one month. The filter cake will be removed from site for use in further recover operations or disposed of at a suitable permitted facility. The filter cake is not treated in any further way on site.
The site will not accept or process hazardous waste at the facility where there is a strict pre acceptance/ waste acceptance procedure. 
All vehicles entering / exiting the Site will be sheeted to minimise the likelihood of dust emissions.
There will be no point source emission from the site.
The risk of fire is low due to the site not accepting combustible wastes. 
Application documents for this application can be viewed on the DMS located here. 


	1. What aspects of the proposed permission are likely to damage the SSSI features of special interest?



















The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:


	The following activities are likely to cause damage:


7 Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.

20. Extraction of minerals including hard rock, clay, coal, sand and gravel, topsoil, subsoil and spoil.

22. Storage of materials.

24. Modification of natural or man-made features and clearance of loose hard rock, clay, coal, and spoil.

26. Use of vehicles or craft.

The activities listed above are to be taking place at or near the permit boundary and not at the SSSI which is located approximately 720 meters away. 


The following SSSI(s) features and potential impacts have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:


· A population of great, crested newt 

· An assemblage of the five widespread amphibian species namely common frog, common toad, palmate newt, common newt and great crested newt


As the proposed waste site is located 720 meters from the site boundary at its closest point. The only creditable impact pathway to which may affected the listed features above is through dust emissions which is further explained below. It is highly unlikely there are no other potential impact pathways due to the proximity of the proposed waste site is from the SSSI.

Impact pathway (dust)

As this proposed waste facility is screening, crushing, and washing of waste wastes of aggregates there is the potential for dust emissions from the site. 

Large dust emissions generally can have negatively affect human health and the environment including physically smothering of plants affecting photosynthesis and respiration. There can also be chemical changes/toxicity issues depending on the dusts composition and potential for changes in soil pH  which could disrupt the habitat of the amphibian species at Stryt Las a'r Hafod. 

The proposed waste facility is not likely to damage the SSSI features from dust emissions because the waste is located 720 meters from the SSSI. It is highly unlikely if a dust emission did occur that it could cause detriment to the SSSI due the dust dispersing/ diluting in the air over the distance to the SSSI. A dust emission on this scale is also very unlikely due to the sites operational capacity of screening 300 tonnes per hour. To which a dust emission on site could be quickly identified and stopped at source. The site will be operating with standard controls to keep dust emissions on site to a minimum. This is outlined in the following documents Environmental Risk Assessment and Dust Management Plan. The standard controls which all reduce the risk of dust leaving the site includes:

· The Site will operate under a dust management plan that was determined under this permit application and meets the dust guidance control and Control and monitor emissions for your environmental permit.

· Waste acceptance excludes solely dusty wastes. 

· All site haul roads are maintained and cleaned to minimise the accumulation of mud or dusty materials.

· All vehicles onsite shall not exceed the onsite speed limit (5mph).

· Wheel washing facility is used to remove mud from the wheels of vehicles on site. 

· All vehicles entering and exiting the site will be sheeted to prevent spillage or dust blowing from their loads.

· Drop heights are minimised.

· A Water bowser will be in use to dampen surfaces and stockpiles of material to prevent particulate matter becoming airborne in dry weather. 

· Dust cannons will be available on site and ready to be used if dust is detected coming from waste operations on site. 

· Treatment plant will contain dust hoods and fixed spray bars to minimize dust when treating aggregate.

· Waste operations will cease when wind speed is high. 

· If waste operation cause excessive dust emissions waste operations will cease on site. Until they are brought back under control.

· Waste stockpile heights minimized 

· Plant on site will be appropriately  maintained as recorded in the maintenance checklist.  

· All staff on site will be trained on the sites EMS and sites dust procedure. Staff will be trained on the correct use of site plant and dust suppression equipment.

· Visual monitoring will take place whenever the Site is operational.

·  A complaints procedure is in place onsite, and all complaints and remedial action will be recorded in accordance with the Site’s EMS.


 In conclusion the proposed waste operation is unlikely to damage the SSSI. 




	1. Summary of any informal advice received from internal experts (if required and including pre-app advice)
	
n/a 

	1. Recommendation


	[bookmark: _Hlk159937594]The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest


The reasons for this are due to the standard control measures in place on the site in terms of dust emission  and the proximity the proposed waste facility is from the SSSI (720 metres).

	1. Signature and date assessment made

	Owen Clee 01/09/2026

	1. Officers name and job title
	Owen Clee, Waste permitting Officer
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