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EXCEPTION UNDER REGULATION 10 OF THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2007 (AS AMENDED) (DEFERRAL OF EIA
CONSENT DECISION)

Dear Daniel Gething,

The Connah’s Quay Low Carbon Power Project (CQLCP) is a proposed new gas-
fired power station with carbon capture and storage (CCS) at the existing Connah’s
Quay Power Station site in Deeside, Flintshire, north-east Wales. The power station
will comprise of up to two Combined Cycle Gas Turbines (CCGT) with Carbon
Capture Plant (CCP) units (and supporting infrastructure) achieving a net electrical
output capacity of more than 350 megawatts and up to a maximum of 1,380
megawatts.

The Proposed Development would make use of CO2 transport and storage networks
owned and operated by Liverpool Bay CCS Limited, currently under development as
part of the HyNet Carbon Dioxide Pipeline project, that will transport CO2 captured
from existing and new industries in North Wales and North West England, for
offshore storage. The captured CO:2 will be permanently stored in depleted offshore
gas reservoirs in Liverpool Bay.

The marine licensable activities are limited to the installation of a new surface
water outfall and replacement of 28 cooling water intake eel screens.

Uniper UK Limited has applied to Natural Resources Wales (NRW) for a Marine Licence
under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 for licensable works associated with the
above project. NRW is required to consider such requests in accordance with the Marine
Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (EIA) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (“the
Regulations”).

Deferral of EIA Consent Decision

NRW are of the opinion that the proposed works fall under Schedule A1 Paragraphs 2,
23(b) and 30 of the Regulations:

2 - Thermal power stations and other combustion installations with a heat output of 300
megawatts or more.
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23(b) - Pipelines with a diameter of more than 800 millimetres and a length of more than
40 kilometres for the transport of carbon dioxide streams for the purposes of geological
storage, including associated booster stations.

30 - Installations for the capture of carbon dioxide streams for the purposes of geological
storage pursuant to Directive 2009/31/EC from installations referred to in this Schedule,
or where the total yearly capture of carbon dioxide is 1.5 megatonnes or more.

In addition to a Marine Licence the project also requires a Development Consent Order
from the Secretary of State under the Planning Act 2008. In accordance with The
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 the
Secretary of State must not make an Order granting development consent for
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development unless an EIA has been carried
out in respect of that application.

Under Reg 10(1)(b) of the Marine Works Regulations, NRW may determine that an EIA is
not required, in relation to a Marine Licence application, if we are satisfied that an
assessment of any significant effects on the environment of the project in question has
already been, is being or is to be carried out, by another consenting authority and the
assessment is or will be sufficient to meet the requirements of any law of any part of the
United Kingdom that implemented the EIA Directive in relation to that project.

Based upon the information received to date, in accordance with Regulation 10(1)(b) of
the Marine Works Regulations, NRW consider that an EIA is not required for the purpose
of determination of the Marine Licence, on the basis that an assessment of any effects on
the environment of the project in question is to be carried out by the Secretary of State as
part of the determination process for a Development Consent Order under the Planning
Act and that this will be, sufficient to meet the requirements of any law of any part of the
United Kingdom that implemented the EIA Directive.

Under Regulations 10 (4)(a) of the Marine Works Regulations (as amended) NRW cannot
determine the Marine Licence application until we are satisfied that to do so would be
sufficient to meet the requirements of the EIA Directive and be compatible with the
measures identified by the Secretary of State to ensure compliance with any law of any
part of the United Kingdom that implemented the EIA Directive.

Therefore, in these circumstances, a Marine Licence for this project can only be legally
granted after the completion of the consideration of the EIA and associated decision
made by the Secretary of State.

Information required from other appropriate authority

As regulator for the determination of the Marine Licence under the Marine and Coastal
Access Act (2009), in compliance with Reg 10(4A), NRW requires the following information
from the Secretary of State, as the Appropriate Authority for the determination of the EIA
assessment:
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- Conclusion of EIA assessment

- Conditions considered necessary in relation to likely significant environmental effects
- Description of features/measures to avoid, prevent, reduce and offset likely significant

adverse effects on the environment

- Monitoring measures considered necessary

- Any further comments of relevance

Withdrawal of deferral

Notwithstanding the above, in the event that further information is presented or made
available to NRW at any point during the determination of the Marine Licence application,
which results in NRW concluding that the exception under Regulation 10 can no longer
be relied upon, NRW may determine that an EIA is required under the Marine Works
(EIA) Regulations 2007.You will be notified of this as soon as reasonably practicable.

Yours sincerely

-

Name: Jack Thompson
Position: Senior Marine Licensing Officer

Organisation: Natural Resources Wales

Date: 13 October 2026

Approved by:

Name: Emmer Litt
Position: Marine Licensing Team Leader

Organisation: Natural Resources Wales

Date: 13 October 2026

Copies to: Secretary of State
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