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[bookmark: _Toc26433008]Glossary of acronyms used in this document 

(Please note that this glossary is standard for our decision documents and therefore not all these acronyms are necessarily used in this document.)


	BAT

	
	Best Available Technique(s)

	BAT-AEL

	
	BAT Associated Emission Level 

	BREF

	
	BAT Reference Note

	CEM
	
	Continuous emissions monitor


	CHP
	
	Combined heat and power


	CROW
	
	Countryside and rights of way Act 2000


	DAA

	
	Directly associated activity – Additional activities necessary to be carried out to allow the principal activity to be carried out


	DD
	
	Decision document


	EAL
	
	Environmental assessment level


	ELV

	
	Emission limit value

	EMAS
	
	EU Eco Management and Audit Scheme


	EMS
	
	Environmental Management System


	EPR
	
	Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016


	EQS

	
	Environmental quality standard
	

	EU-EQS

	
	European Union Environmental Quality Standard

	GWP
	
	Global Warming Potential
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	IED
	
	Industrial Emissions Directive (2010/75/EU)


	LHB
	
	Local Health Board


	NOx
	
	Oxides of nitrogen (NO plus NO2 expressed as NO2)


	OPRA
	
	Operator Performance Risk Appraisal


	PC 
	
	Process Contribution


	PEC

PHW

	
	Predicted Environmental Concentration

Public Health Wales

	PPS

	
	Public participation statement

	PR

	
	Public register

	RGS

	
	Regulatory Guidance Series

	SAC

	
	Special Area of Conservation

	SCR

	
	Selective catalytic reduction

	SGN

	
	Sector guidance note

	SPA(s)

	
	Special Protection Area(s)


	SSSI(s)
	
	Site(s) of Special Scientific Interest

	
	
	

	TGN
	
	Technical guidance note


	WHO
	
	World Health Organisation






[bookmark: _Toc26433009]1. Our decision

We have decided to grant the Permit variation for the Chirk Landfill, operated by FCC Waste Services (UK) Limited. 

The Permit number is EPR/GP3830BG.

We consider that, in reaching this decision, we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the Permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.

[bookmark: _Toc26433010]2. Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the Permit other than those in our generic Permit template.

This document should be read in conjunction with the application & supporting information and the Permit.

Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the Applicant’s proposals.







[bookmark: _Toc26433011]3. Key issues of the decision


[bookmark: _Toc26433012]3.1 Key Issues in the Determination

The Installation is a landfill which ceased to accept waste for disposal two years ago and is applying to change its status and go into closure status.  The site will continue to be regulated by NRW for the for ongoing activities at the site including flaring of landfill gas, burning of landfill gas in engines, pumping of leachate, removal of leachate, deposition of limited quantities of restoration and environmental monitoring.  

[bookmark: _Hlk531176957][bookmark: _Toc26433013]4. Operator

We are satisfied that the Operator is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the Permit. The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 “Understanding the meaning of Operator”. 

[bookmark: _Hlk531176972][bookmark: _Toc26433014]5. The Legal Framework

[bookmark: _Toc531008262][bookmark: _Toc531182244][bookmark: _Toc26433015]5.1 European Directives

All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application.

· [bookmark: _Toc531008263]Industrial Emissions Directive

NRW is satisfied that this decision is consistent with its general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources. 



[bookmark: _Hlk531177161][bookmark: _Toc26433016]7. Biodiversity, Heritage, Landscape and Nature Conservation
The change in status of the site to closed reflecting the cessation of deposits of waste for disposal will not have an impact.
[bookmark: _Hlk531180111]
[bookmark: _Hlk531180146][bookmark: _Toc26433017]8. Environmental Risk

[bookmark: _Toc26433018]8.1 Stability Risk Assessment & Monitoring

The stability and soil loading was assessed in detail and the condition of the site found to be appropriate. 

[bookmark: _Toc26433019]8.2 Hydrogeological Risk Assessment

The operator undertook a Hydrogeological Risk assessment, the result of which showed satisfactory protection of the environment. The permit requires ongoing monitoring to ensure appropriate standards are maintained.

[bookmark: _Toc26433020]8.3 Landfill Gas Risk Assessment

Landfill gas management will remain unchanged. Monitoring will also continue. The permit requires ongoing monitoring to ensure appropriate standards are maintained.


[bookmark: _Toc26433021]8.4 Assessment of Impact on Air Quality 

There will be no change to emissions to air from the Installation.

[bookmark: _Toc26433022]8.5 Emissions to surface water

There will be no change to emissions to the surface water.



[bookmark: _Toc26433023]8.7 Emissions to soil and groundwater

There will be no emissions to soil or groundwater as a result of the variation.

[bookmark: _Hlk531180896][bookmark: _Toc26433024]8.8 Odour 

Odours will continue to be controlled and there will be no increased impact of odour from the site based on the changes made by this variation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk531180903][bookmark: _Toc26433025]8.9 Noise

Site closure will not result in any additional noise.
[bookmark: _Hlk531180937]

[bookmark: _Hlk531180969][bookmark: _Toc26433026]9. Operating Techniques

[bookmark: _Hlk531181154]We have reviewed the techniques used by the Operator and have compared these with those set out in Sector Guidance Note S5.02: how to comply with your environmental permit - additional guidance and concluded that the operating techniques conform with BAT.

[bookmark: _Hlk531181227][bookmark: _Toc26433027]10. The Permit Conditions 

[bookmark: _Toc26433028]10.1 Incorporating the application

We have specified that the Applicant must operate the Installation in accordance with the descriptions in the application, including all additional information received as part of the determination process. These descriptions are specified in table S1.2 “Operating Techniques” in the Permit and are therefore directly enforceable.

[bookmark: _Hlk531181236][bookmark: _Toc26433029]10.2 Emission Limits

[bookmark: _Hlk531181269]There are no changes to any of the emission limits listed in the original Permit as part of this variation.

[bookmark: _Hlk531181284][bookmark: _Toc26433030]10.4 Monitoring

[bookmark: _Hlk26364183]The monitoring frequencies have been updated to reflect the changed status of the site.

[bookmark: _Toc26433031]10.5 Reporting
 
The reporting arrangements have been updated to reflect the changed status of the site.

[bookmark: _Hlk531181309][bookmark: _Toc26433032]11. Operator Competence

[bookmark: _Toc26433033]11.1 Environmental Management System

The management systems remain unchanged by this variation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk531181321][bookmark: _Toc26433034]11.2 Relevant convictions

Our Enforcement Database has been checked to ensure that all relevant convictions have been declared. No relevant convictions were found. The Operator satisfies the criteria in EPR RGN 5 on Operator Competence.

[bookmark: _Toc26433035]11.3 Financial Provision

The Operator has proposed suitable financial provision.

There is no known reason to consider that the Operator will not be financially able to comply with the Permit conditions. The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 5 on Operator Competence.

[bookmark: _Hlk531181331][bookmark: _Toc26433036]11.4 OPRA

We are satisfied that the Applicant’s submitted Operator Performance Risk Appraisal (‘OPRA’) profile is accurate. The OPRA score is 87 following closure and will be used as the basis for subsistence and other charging, in accordance with our Charging Scheme. OPRA is Natural Resources Wales method of ensuring application and subsistence fees are appropriate and proportionate for the level of regulation required.
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