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INTENT TO DEFER - THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2007 (AS AMENDED) 

Dear Katherine Blakey,
Marine Licence Application MMML1948 – Marine Aggregate Dredging Area 531: North Bristol Deep Marine Aggregate 
Tarmac Marine (TM) and Hanson Aggregates Marine (HAM) wish to apply for a marine licence to dredge marine aggregate from Area 531, a replacement and for the extension of Area 470 (North Bristol Deep). Area 531 covers 3.83 km² in total, straddling across the Welsh/English border, with 2.15 km² located in English waters and 1.68 km² in Welsh waters. Marine licences will therefore need to be obtained from the English authority (the Marine Management Organisation (MMO)) and the Welsh authority (Natural Resources Wales (NRW)).
NRW is required to consider these applications in accordance with the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (EIA) Regulations 2007 (as amended) (“the Regulations”). NRW is of the opinion that the proposed works fall under Schedule A2 (10) of the Regulations namely for the Extraction of minerals by fluvial or marine dredging
This means that the project is an ‘EIA project’ in that it must be subject to EIA before consent can be given.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The area has been split into English and Wels sub-areas. The ES considers the totality of the project (i.e. both sub-areas) and support both applications, English and Welsh marine licences. 
Intent to Defer EIA Consent Decision 
Under Reg 10(1)(b) of the Marine Works Regulations, NRW may determine that an EIA is not required for an EIA project, for the purposes of determining the Marine Licence application, if satisfied that an assessment of any significant effects on the environment of the project in question has already been, is being or is to be carried out, by another consenting authority and the assessment is or will be sufficient to meet the requirements of the EIA Directive in relation to that project.  
Based upon the information available to date, NRW, in its capacity as the appropriate authority, has determined, in accordance with regulation 10(1)(b) of the Regulations, that an EIA is not required in relation to the regulated activity proposed in application MMML1948  on the basis that it is satisfied that an assessment of any significant effects on the environment of the project in question will be carried out by the MMO as part of the determination process for the English marine licence under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009and that this will be sufficient to meet the requirements of the EIA Directive. 
Under Regulations 10 (1)(b) and 10 (4)(a) of the Marine Works Regulations (as amended) NRW cannot determine the marine licence application until we are satisfied that to do so would be sufficient to meet the requirements of the EIA Directive and be compatible with the measures identified by the Marine Management Organisation to ensure compliance with the EIA Directive. 
Therefore, in these circumstances, a marine licence for this project can only be granted after the completion of the consideration of the EIA and associated decision made by the Marine Management Organisation. 
Information required from other appropriate authority
As regulator for the determination of the Marine Licence under the Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009), in compliance with Reg 10(4A), NRW requires the following information from the MMO, as the Appropriate Authority for the determination of the EIA assessment:
· Conclusion of EIA assessment
· Conditions considered necessary in relation to likely significant environmental effects
· Description of features/measures to avoid, prevent, reduce and offset likely significant adverse effects on the environment
· Monitoring measures considered necessary
· Any further comments of relevance
Withdrawal of deferral
NRW withhold the right to withdraw the intent to defer to another appropriate authority should we determine, for whatever reason, that we are no longer satisfied that the EIA assessment meets the criteria stipulated above (for example, as a result of changes to the application itself, or due to the submission of further evidence). You will be notified of this as soon as reasonably practicable. In the event that this occurs the application will be subject to further EIA assessment under the Marine Works Regulations 2007 (as amended).  
 Yours sincerely 
 [image: ] 
Maria Alvarez
Swyddog Arbenigol Arweiniol (Trwyddedu Morol), Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru 
Lead Specialists Officer (Marine Licensing), Natural Resources Wales
Copies to: Tarmac Marine, Hanson Aggregates Marine and Marine Management Organisation
 Tŷ Cambria      29 Heol Casnewydd      Caerdydd       CF24 0TP
Cambria House      29 Newport Road       Cardiff       CF24 0TP
Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a’r Saesneg
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