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	Dwr Cymru Cyfyngedig,
Pentwyn Road, 
Nelson, 
Treharris. 

CF46 6LY.  
	

	
	

	 10th January 2020



	


Warning letter

To  Dwr Cymru Cyfengedig,
Abstraction of water from the Nant Henwaun into Usk Reservoir without ensuring a compensation flow to the Nant Henwaun.  License 20/56/54/03 – non compliance of condition 4F- whilst abstraction is occurring a compensation flow of 0.227Ml/d must be flowing.

We believe that the company has committed the following offence:
Offence:
Water Resources Act 1991. Section 24(1) and 24(4)(a) – To abstract without a licence or other than in accordance with a license.
Date:
           Between 22 July 2019 and 15 August 2019 water was abstracted  when no compensation flow was occurring. 
We have issued this warning letter as a response to the above offence on this occasion. However, our decision could change if any further relevant information comes to light, including, but not restricted to, information that:

· the Company has committed earlier offences;
· the environmental impacts of this offence is greater than we presently understand them;
· the offences are continuing or have been repeated;
· the Company has committed other offences of which we are presently unaware.

We will take this offence into account if we consider that the Company is involved in any future offending.

This warning does not:

· prevent any other prosecuting authority taking action against the Company; or 

· affect our right to issue enforcement, clear-up or remediation notices, or seek recovery of costs or damages according to law.
An NRW officer made a visit to the abstraction site on the Nant Henwaun on 14.10.2019 and was accompanied by Bethan Parker from DCWW. A full explanation was provided of the capital works that were being undertaken by DCWW to upgrade the abstractions on site infrastructure. The works included the improvement of telemetry at the site and the installation of an automatically closing penstock on the abstraction. The penstock would prevent abstractions from occurring when the system registered no flow at the compensation flow outlet. This failsafe would then have to be manually opened, so allowing for inspection of the compensation flow pipe inlet. 
Following the installation of the new infrastructure at the abstraction site, the updated written management system should be submitted to NRW, outlining the procedure to be followed when the system encounters a no compensation flow event.
Should you have any queries regarding the Warning Letter or the remedial action requested please contact me on the number below.
Yours faithfully,
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Caroline Moscrop
Team Leader South Powys Environment Team 
Direct e-mail -  Caroline.Moscrop@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
Direct Line 0300 065 5204

ccd to Thomas Elmitt
The Natural Resources Wales complaints procedure is available on our web-site.

 In this document 'Natural Resources Wales' means the Natural Resources Body for Wales established by Article 3 of the Natural Resources Body for Wales (Establishment) Order 2012. 
You should note that the Natural Resources Body for Wales has been formed by bringing together the Countryside Council for Wales, Forestry Commission Wales and Environment Agency Wales.  The Natural Resources Body for Wales has been empowered to exercise Welsh devolved functions since 1st April 2013 and has, generally, taken over the responsibilities of the Countryside Council for Wales, the Forestry Commissioners and the Environment Agency in Wales. 
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https://cyfoethnaturiolcymru-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sarah_bennett_cyfoethnaturiolcymru_gov_uk/documents/dcww/150114 warning letter dcww ystradowen.doc
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