NRW Transitional Water Resources Licence Application for Gwent IDD
Supporting info
Witness statement – John Southall (NRW, Operations Delivery)
I John Southall am employed by NRW Operations Delivery team and previously the Internal Drainage Board as a Water Levels Supervisor for the Gwent Internal Drainage District (formally known as the Caldicot & Wentlooge and Lower Wye IDDs).

I confirm that water is transferred from 2 x locations on Newport Dock Feeder (Pont Y Cwcw offtake and Tredegar House lake offtake) and Sandy Lane pumping station on the River Ebbw to supply Gwent IDD.

I have managed the sluice from the feeder into Pont-y-Cwcw reen for 30+ years.

The Sluice gate which feeds Tredegar Park lake is not managed by NRW / IDD staff, although the water is returned to the Pont-y-cwcw Reen, and subsequently the IDD, after it has flowed through the lakes.
I can confirm that the abstraction from the River Ebbw at Sandy Lane pumping station is typically only used to top up Pont-y-Cwcw flows during low flow conditions. Once switched on, it is usually left on for the rest of the summer season. It does not pump continuously, only when the sump fed by the River Ebbw via gravity is full. Once water is pumped out, the pump switches off until the sump is re-filled. 

To my knowledge, access to the abstraction locations from the Dock feeder or River Ebbw at Sandy Lane have never been contested.
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