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Following a surge of odour complaints made against the site in 2016 an action plan between FCC and Natural Resources Wales (NRW) was developed proposing alterations to the operation alongside additional control measures with the aim of improving the sites performance in relation to odour control.

The control measures proved highly effective and odour complaints have substantially reduced year on year however there have been some bio aerosol breaches during M9 standard monitoring.  Therefore a review of the action plan has been undertaken alongside proposals for addressing the Bioaerosol issues.

Of the proposals made in the 2016 action plan, the following were implemented:

1. A more effective odour neutralising product was sourced; there were concerns in 2016 that the product being used was not effective and was actually worsening the situation as complaints were being received about the odour of the product itself;

2. Running the odour suppression systems at more targeted times with emphasis on operations which carry a higher risk of odour generation such as turning; this measure was also implemented with a mind to reduce energy consumption;

3. Valves were installed onto the static odour suppression system to allow for more targeted application of odour neutralising products;

4. A mobile odour suppression system was developed to apply odour neutraliser products direct to the source of operations which carry a high risk of odour generation such as turning; 

5. A windsock was installed on the compost pad thus improving our ability to actively apply odour suppression systems in line with the current wind direction;

6. Actively covering the greenwaste stockpile with bark type materials (oversize) left over from the screening process which act as a bio filter which absorbs moisture and odours from the greenwaste;

7. Increased shredding frequency to minimise the amount of time that greenwaste is stockpiled for; this frequency was reduced to every 7 days during peak season, but this will need to be reviewed regularly due to decreased inputs;

8. The mobile odour suppression unit was adapted to allow for the direct application of the odour neutraliser product to the greenwaste material during the shredding process;

9. An air dispersion modelling assessment was undertaken by specialist contractors; this was an expensive assessment to undertake and unfortunately it did not yield any useful results;

10. The turning operation was identified as the most high risk activity in relation to dour generation therefore such activities are now only undertaken in the morning;

11. During and following the implementation of the above measures independent odour monitoring specialists were contracted to undertake odour monitoring surveys in the area local to the site; after a number of surveys of a period of months FCC were satisfied that the measures had been successful and subsequently halted the surveys until further notice. 

2020 Proposed Actions

Since the last update the site has rarely used the odour suppression system as its impact on reducing odours is limited and the operational team feel that the system may aggravate odours although this has not been proven.

The reduction in usage was implemented on a trial basis in conjunction with NRW as neither party were convinced of its effectiveness at tackling odours.

The odour suppression system itself consists of a water pumping system that sprays a fine mist around the perimeter of the composting pad (odour neutraliser is added to the water).

The use of water for dampening down is recognised as an effective control measure against bio-areosols and it is possible that the significant reduction in the use of the odour suppression system has led to an increase in bioaerosol levels which may have been reduced in the past by having the suppression system active.

Therefore the site proposes to undertake the following actions:

1. Re-introduce the odour suppression system in the lead upto and during the next bioaerosol survey.

2. If this proves effective then the odour suppression system will be deployed again on a full time basis and any impacts of the system on odours will be monitored as part of the sites routine daily checks.

3. A round of ‘ad hoc’ monitoring may be considered when there are other activities going on in the local area which could influence readings.  
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