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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Mid
Ceredigion Environment team

	Name of SSSI:
	Banc y Warren SSSI; Banc y Mwldan SSSI

	Type of permission:
	Deployment under SR2010 no4

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	17/04/2020

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	n/a filed for audit only 

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-009892 ;  EPR/AB3891CX

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: SN 20240 49543

Fields:
Troedyrhiw 6 SN 20560 48670 
Troedyrhiw 7 SN 20770 48930 
Troedyrhiw 8 SN 20430 48960 
Troedyrhiw 9 SN 20560 49080 
Troedyrhiw 10 SN 20700 49090
Troedyrhiw 11 SN 20260 49840 
Troedyrhiw 13 SN 20700 49890 
Trefwtial 3471 SN 24340 48710 
Trefwtial 2847 SN 24280 48470

Storage:
1 SN 20621 48800 
2 SN 20658 48796 
3 SN 20283 49780 
4 SN 20494 49787 
5 SN 24543 48682

	Description of proposal: 
	Application to spread a maximum of 5,820 tonnes of Sludge from dairy waste treatment , EWC code 02 05 02 from Dairy Partners- Newcastle Emlyn, Volac- Felinfach and First Milk-Haverfordwest to selection of fileds at Troedyrhiw and Trefwtial Farms-see map below.

Individual wastes will be spread directly by shallow injection equipment for the grass fields or a dribble bar for the maize.
Waste will not be stored or spread in combination (i.e. one waste stream per field).

The fields being planted with maize will be spread in the spring ahead of field cultivations and the maize being planted.
The grass fields will be spread subject to ground conditions being suitable and when there is a significant crop nutrient
requirement (i.e. after a silage cut). Spreading of these grass fields will be split into multiple applications throughout the season and the total of all applications will not exceed the max application rate per field as listed in the application.

Spreading of the waste will be carried out in accordance with the Code of Good Agricultural Practice  and in accordance with the requirements of the deployment and environmental permitting regulations.


	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	NO -fields 6 and 8 are adjacent at corners .
See map below.

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	 NO	
 

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
Banc-y-Warren 
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission

7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.  
22. Storage of materials on or against pit faces and landform features.

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:
 
This is an important site for fluvioglacial landforms and sediments. The origin of the sands and gravels which make up the hummocky terrain in this area, and the massive mound of Banc-y-Warren itself have been dated using both radiocarbon and amino acid techniques, suggesting that the sequence was deposited from an Irish Sea ice-sheet of Late Devensian age. 

Pathways for impact are run-off that could lead to nutrient build up and chemical imbalance to the site if wastes are applied in unsuitable conditions; 
Improper storage in close proximity to the site could pose a risk  of run-off or leaching.

Banc y Mwldan 
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission

7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials.  
 
The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

This site consists of a number of lowland unimproved pastures lying along the south-eastern slope of the valley of the Afon Mwldan, where sandy glaciofluvial drift, support a remarkable assemblage of plants not known  elsewhere in south-west Wales.


The mires have calcicolous species such as long-stalked yellow-sedge Carex lepidocarpa, tawny sedge Carex hostiana,  broad-leaved cottongrass Eriophorum latifolium, fragrant orchid Gymnadenia conopsea, marsh helleborine Epipactis palustris, southern marsh-orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa and early marsh-orchid D. incarnata. Dioecious sedge Carex dioica and flea sedge C. pulicaris occur in the more peaty flushes, and in places there is marsh with greater tussock-sedge C. paniculata.     The fen communities range from eutrophic fen with common reed Phragmites australis, marsh helleborine, fragrant orchid and long-stalked yellow-sedge,  through mesotrophic fen with dominant lesser pond-sedge Carex acutiformis and  hard rush Juncus inflexus, to acidic poor-fen dominated by sharp-flowered rush Juncus acutiflorus and soft-rush J.effusus.                                                                                                                        
There are also small areas of species-rich, neutral-calcareous grassland containing spring-sedge Carex caryophyllea, quaking-grass Briza media and common restharrow Ononis repens, together with equally herb-rich areas of damp hay meadow. Mainly in the northern part of the site there is some acidic sessile oak Quercus petraea woodland, damp scrub of hazel Corylus avellana and ash Fraxinus excelsior, and wet slope alder Alnus glutinosa and grey willow Salix cinerea carr, the last two with an abundance of great horsetail  Equisetum telmateia.   
 Numerous scarce insectes have been recorded, including the attractive scarlet tiger moth Callimorpha dominula and the tortoise beetle Cassida murraea, and several soldier-flies, including Oxycera rara.                                    

Pathways for impact are runoff and leaching from the use of fertilisers on the surrounding land. 


	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest for the following reasons :

The wastes will be applied following the Codes of Good Agricultural Practice;
The maximum application rate for each field will be split into multiple applications throughout the growing season and will not exceed 50t/ha in any one application to a field;
No waste will be spread within 10m of any ditch, pond or surface water, within 50m of any spring, well, borehole, or
reservoir that supplies water for human consumption or farm dairies;
20m no spread buffer zone to SSSI in fields Troedyrhiw field 6 and Troedyrhiw 8 ;
Spreading to take place only when conditions are suitable with no or little wind and when the potential of any
gusts is not in the direction of the SSSI;
Storage tanks are well away from the SSSI’s.
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These measures effectively remove any direct pathway and  reduce the risk to the SSSI’s to low or negligible. 

Natural Resources Wales is minded to:.
Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Judith Green

Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	n/a saved for audit only
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