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	[bookmark: _Toc492277426]Natural Resources Wales Formal Notice.
Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	Mid

	Name of SSSI:
	Aberarth (Carreg Wylan)  
Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn A Llwyn Ysgaw

	Type of permission:
	[bookmark: _Hlk32224672]Landspreading deployment under standard rules permit SR2010 No4 – Mobile plant for landspreading

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	20/03/2020 (at time of writing; this date may change)

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	N/A

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-009195

	National grid reference:
	Farm location: 
SN19382 50533

Fields:
Ffynnoncyff Farm:

Ffynnoncyff 1A 	SN 19197 50732 
Ffynnoncyff 1B 	SN 19176 50882 
Ffynnoncyff 4   	SN 18792 50636 
Ffynnoncyff 5 	            SN 18979 50561 
Ffynnoncyff 6  	SN 19157 50512 
Ffynnoncyff 7A 	SN 18928 50356 
Ffynnoncyff 7B 	SN 18820 50377 
Ffynnoncyff 7C 	SN 18766 50285 
Ffynnoncyff 23 	SN 19290 50415 
Ffynnoncyff 24 	SN 19271 50224 

Blaeneifed Farm:
Blaeneifed 14             SN 24538 45263 
Blaeneifed 15             SN 24367 45386

Storage:
SN 19352 50567 (Steel Tank)
SN 19291 50605 (Field Nurse Tank)
SN 24425 45076 (Field Nurse Tank)

	Description of proposal: 
	A landspreading application to spread 4 waste streams over 12 fields at or near to Fynnoncyff Farm, SA31 1QD.Wastes are to be spread on fields of grass, spring barley and fodder beet. Spring barley field will be spread in spring 2020 before cultivations and planting occur, or in spring into the standing crop. Grass fields will be spread when conditions are suitable and when there is a significant crop nutrient requirement, such as after cuts of silage and in early spring; there will be multiple applications to grass fields throughout the crowing season. The one field in which fodder beet will be grown will be spread ahead of cultivations and planting in spring 2020.Grass fields will be spread using shallow injection equipment and the spring barley/fodder beet fields will be spread using a dribble bar. A maximum of 4810 tonnes will be spread over the 48.1ha site. Waste will be stored in 3 locations on the site (detailed in section 7 above). Wastes will only be spread in suitable conditions and will be spread in accordance with CoGAP. 



	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	NO

The northern section of field Ffynnoncyff 1 lies approximately 440m away from the SSSIs at the nearest edges.	
[image: ]

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	NO
 

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

Aberarth (Carreg Wylan) 
7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials
26. Use of vehicles or craft in a manner likely to damage the flora, fauna or features for which the site is of special interest.


Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn A Llwyn Ysgaw
7. Dumping, spreading or discharging of any materials
22. Storage of materials. 

The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage:

Aberarth (Carreg Wylan) 
· Zonation of intertidal communities, honeycomb worm reefs and overhangs and caves 
· Maritime cliff crevice and ledge  
· Maritime and  wild thyme grassland and coastal heathland 
· Rare and uncommon plant species 
· Rare and uncommon invertebrates species 
· Caledonian structures exposed in the sea cliffs and foreshore (Traeth Penbryn and Cwmtudu) 
· Pleistocene / Quaternary sedimentary profiles exposed in the sea cliffs and foreshore                                               (Mwnt and Poppit)
· Habitats including sand dunes, continuous bracken and woodland, dense scrub, acid grassland, marshy grassland and other elements e.g. hedgerows, streams, springs, flushes, small rock outcrops and individual trees. 
Specifically noted species:
· Tursops truncatus (bottlenose dolphin)
· Halichoerus grypus (Atlantic grey seal)
· Sabellaria alveolata (honeycomb worm)
· Pectenogammarus planicrurus 
· Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax (chough)
· Rissa trudactyla (kittiwake)
· Laris fuscus (lesser black-backed gull)
· Limonium britannicum spp transcanalis (rock sea lavender)
· Lithospermum officinale (common gromwell)
· Hypochaeris glabra (smooth cat’s ear)
· Bolaria Euphrosyne (pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly)
· Cupido minimus (a type of small blue butterfly)


Caeau Crug Bychan, Ty Gwyn A Llwyn Ysgaw
A rich arable plant community including several rare and declining species including the following:
· Fumaria species
· Silene gallica (small-flowered catchfly)
· Kickxia elatine (sharp-leaved fluellen)
· Misopates orotium (weasel’s snout)
· Scleranthus annuus (annual knawel)
· Euphorbia exigua (dwarf spurge)
· Ranunculus parviflorus (small-flowered buttercup)
· Polygonum rurivagum (cornfield knotgrass)
The arable fields are useful as feeding grounds for:
· Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax (chough)
· Carduelis cannabina (linnet)
· Alauda arvensis (skylark)
· Emberiza citronella (yellowhammer)
· Coturnix coturnix (quail) (visiting species)
Other noteworthy habitats/species
· Honeycomb reefs made by honeycomb worms
· Pectenogammarus planicrurus
· Lutra lutra (Eurasian otters)
· Vulpia fasciculata (Portland spurge)
· Euphorbia portlandica  
· Sedum forsterianum (rock stonecrop)
· Gonomyia (Idocera) bradleyi 
· Bembecia muscaeformis
 

	Decision

	i) The proposed permission is not likely to damage any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features which are of special interest. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]No spreading will take place within 10m of any ditch, watercourse or footpath. The field closest to the SSSIs is 440m away from the protected areas, with no direct pathways apparent, so it would be very unlikely for the wastes from this application to affect the protected sites. Spreading will occur at application rates specific to each waste stream in each field to reduce the risk of run off of excessive waste whilst still providing nutrients to the crops. A site-specific risk assessment has been provided by the operator to take into account any potential issues and provide any mitigation that may be required. All spillages will be reported immediately to Natural Resources Wales as required by SR2010 No4’s conditions. No waste will be applied to the land if it has been frozen for 12 hours or more in the preceding 24 hours or if the land is waterlogged, frozen or snow covered, as per the permit conditions.   

Natural Resources Wales is minded to:
Issue the permission 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Rhiannon Smith

Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	Please delete as appropriate:
i) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead
ii) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead with conditions
iii) NRW conservation/ecology advise against permitting the operation 
Please ensure that the NRW conservation/ecology response is attached to this Formal Notice.

	Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	

	Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
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