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Requirements of Section 28I of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) 2000. 
Duty in relation to granting any consent, licence or permit for activities likely to damage Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

	Guide to filling in this form for Natural Resources Wales staff:
To be completed by Permitting Officers for any applications for a permission which the Natural Resources Wales has considered under S28G duties to protect and enhance SSSIs. This applies to all proposed permissions within a SSSI, and to operations outside the SSSI boundary which are likely to damage its special features.
Refer to OI 140_10  ‘Applying the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 to applications for permits with potential for impact on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)’, including the flowchart in Appendix 2. 

	Pink italic text – drafting notes, to be deleted before completion/consultation.
Blue text – examples, to be replaced with permission-specific information.
Ensure you have completed all sections.

	Natural Resources Wales area/region/NPS hub:
	NRM Montgomeryshire – Powys

	Name of SSSI:
	· Breidden Hill SSSI
· Moel-y-Golfa SSSI
· Gwennydd Ty-Brith SSSI
· Montgomery Canal SSSI

	Type of permission:
	Environmental Permit – New Bespoke Intensive Poultry Farm – Lower Trederwen Broiler Unit

	Date for Natural Resources Wales permit determination:
	25 May 2019

	Predicted 28 day date for response from NRW conservation/ecology (under S28 I(4)):
	[bookmark: _GoBack]17 April 2019

	Natural Resources Wales reference no: 
	PAN-002657

	National grid reference:
	326790,315792

	Description of proposal: 
	Under the proposal, two new poultry houses would be constructed at Lower Trederwen Farm. The proposed poultry houses would provide accommodation for up to 100,000 broiler chickens and would be ventilated by high speed ridge or roof fans with gable end fans for additional ventilation in hot weather. The poultry houses would be heated using an indirect heating system with heat exchanger units. These will reduce the emissions by 35% and have been incorporated into the modelling report.

	Is the proposed activity within (wholly or partially) the SSSI boundary? 
	No

	Has there been any pre-application discussion or correspondence with NRW conservation/ecology
	No

	What aspect(s) of the proposed permission may damage the features which are of special interest for the SSSI?
The following ‘Operations Requiring Consent’ (or other activities associated with the permission) that may cause damage) are relevant to the proposed permission.

· Higher levels of ammonia may threaten sensitive habitats such as lichens and biophytes 
The following SSSI features and mechanisms of impact have been considered to assess the likelihood of damage: 

· Potential for increased Ammonia concentration and potential increased Nitrogen deposition

	Decision

The applicant used ADMS 5.0 modelling software and meteorological data to predict the plume and ground level concentrations and deposition rates of pollutants. They then compared them to the critical levels and loads. As a conservative approach, the applicant has considered the concentration at the point of maximum impact within the protected area and this has been compared to all the habitat features for each site identified in APIS.

Comparison against Critical Loads

The applicant has presented a detailed assessment of ammonia concentration and nitrogen deposition as part of the application.  The process contribution from the installation has been calculated and compared against the minimum and maximum critical loads for each habitat type found within the SSSI’s. 

Ammonia Concentration 

The reported maximum predicted ammonia concentrations at each site was:

· Breidden Hill SSSI – 0.0012µg/m3 which equates to 1.2% when assessed agains 1µg/m3

The other sites have screened out at the preliminary modelling or fell below the 1% when moved onto detailed modelling. MyMap shows that there are spesies of Lichens and byophytes located on the near side of Briedden Hill SSSI. The applicant has incorporated heat exchangers onto the sheds, which will reduce the ammonia emissions by 35%. This has already been taken into account with the modelling and will have a contribution of 1.2%. 


	iii) The proposed permission is likely to damage the SSSI.
Background levels at the SSSI are already double the critical level. (APIS figure 2.08µg/m3). It is understood that at Briedden Hill there are nationally rare/scarece mosses and also a 'Lecanoretum sordidae' lichen community feature. 

Natural Resources Wales is minded to: Refuse the permission due to likely damage to SSSI 


	Name and job title of Natural Resources Wales officer:
	Lewis Evans 

Permitting Officer

	Date form sent to NRW conservation/ecology
	19 March 2019

	For Natural Resources Wales use only, once NRW conservation/ecology response received 

	NRW conservation/ecology comment on assessment:
	Please delete as appropriate:
i) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead
ii) NRW conservation/ecology advise the operation can go ahead with conditions
iii) NRW conservation/ecology advise against permitting the operation 
Please ensure that the NRW conservation/ecology response is attached to this Formal Notice.

	Name and job title of NRW conservation/ecology officer:
	

	Date of receipt of NRW conservation/ecology response:
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