Silent Valley Waste Transfer Station- EPR/MP3895FT

Low Risk Partial Surrender Application
Non-technical summary

A low risk partial surrender application is being submitted by Silent Valley Waste Services (SV) with the intention to remove a section of the permitted area from their Waste Transfer Station (WTS) permit. The same area formed part of the former Landfill (EPR/MP3835SV) which is now in Definitive Closure (04/03/2016). It is not clear why an extensive section of the landfill was also included in the WTS permit at the time - which consequently resulted in an overlap of permit boundaries.
At the time of the permit issue the undeveloped western half of the proposed area for surrender (now capped landfill) was used for green waste composting activity until the late 1990’s. This activity took place on a steel slag plateau and as the landfill operations progressed westwards the area was being excavated to provide cover material for the landfill and to achieve the basal level of the landfill itself. Due to the lack of baseline data at the time of permit issue and the incorporation of the plateau into the landfill it impossible to carry out any intrusive investigation for the production of a site condition report. (See Appendix 4 for a basic visual aid on this.)
SV is currently re-designing the WTS to enable it to suit the current and future needs of the county, to ensure compliance with relevant guidance and as part of this work wishes to ensure that the site is correctly permitted. Advice has been sought from Natural Resources Wales (NRW) prior to submitting this application of which you can find evidence as part of the suite of documents attached. 
The original Waste Management Licence was issued on 10/09/1998 for Silent Valley’s Household, Commercial and Industrial Waste Transfer Station with additional composting treatment activity. The permit was later varied (30/10/2015) to remove the composting activity and include the storage of asbestos; and to increase throughput to 74,999 tonnes/year. 
Although the proposed area for surrender was previously used for composting activities as part of the WTS permit this was removed from the activities during the last Variation and the area is now buried under >30 meters of landfill. 
Waste storage and treatment activities of the WTS set out by the permit were limited to low risk activities: manual and mechanical sorting/separation, baling and bulking of non-hazardous waste. These activities were contained and took place in two buildings (Shed 1 and Shed 2). 
As outlined by the permit treatment of hazardous waste was not permitted and in practice no asbestos has been received at the site. No other hazardous waste streams are currently accepted at the site. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The buildings and associated yard areas have impermeable surfacing designed to channel any effluent to sealed drainage which then discharges to the landfill lagoon. Runoff associated with the composting operation would have drained through the slag plateau to the landfill base into the landfill leachate collection system. There are no other known point source emissions associated with the former and current activities. 
There have been no fugitive emissions/other environmental incidents recorded which may have caused pollution or deterioration of the land. 
Following the review of the relevant NRW guidance on surrendering a waste permit (‘RGN 9 Surrender’ ; ‘Guidance for applicants H5- Site condition report- guidance and templates’) we are confident in that Silent Valley took all the necessary measures to avoid pollution risk resulting from the WTS activity and is able to return the aforementioned area in a satisfactory state in accordance with the requirements of the permit covering the definitive closure of the landfill area. 

 


