Site Condition Report evaluation

	Applicant
	Penllyn Estate LLP

	Permit reference
	EPR/BP3095SR/S009

	Address
	The Lodge, Llwynhelig, Gibbots Hill, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7FF

	Grid reference
	SS 98350 75391

	Activity Type
	Open windrow composting facility (part surrendered)

Waste transfer station with treatment (remaining)

	SCR document reference 
SCR date 
	H5 Site Condition Report Template and Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report- 22/07/2020


Background information from Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:
The activity being surrendered is open windrow composting, which is a non hazardous activity. The surrender has been categorised as low risk by NRW. All activities have been undertaken on an impermeable surface and with a sealed drainage system and all material has been undercover since January 2020, with inputs to site being extremely limited (please see the site waste returns submitted to NRW for the last year). With material being under cover no leachate has been produced and the lagoon contains clean surface water / rainwater only. The permitted area being surrendered is all areas associated with the open windrow composting operation. The area remaining will sit within the remit of the waste transfer station activity.

At Permit Issue

	1.0 Site details (Source)

	Has the applicant provided the following information as required by the application SCR template?
	Response 

	Site plans showing site layout, drainage, surfacing, receptors, sources of emissions/releases and monitoring points
	Permit issued in 2009 was SRP. A SCR was not required at this time.

SCR was supplied for 2012 variation for additional permit area. SCR was accepted (confirmed in DD) but completed evaluation not recorded.

From Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:

Site Plan 1 and Site Plan 2

	2.0 Condition of the land at permit issue
(Receptor)

	Has the applicant provided the following information as required by the application SCR template?
	Response 

	a) Environmental setting including geology, hydrogeology and surface waters

b) Pollution history including:

· pollution incidents that may have affected land

· historical land-uses and associated contaminants

· visual/olfactory evidence of existing contamination

· evidence of damage to existing pollution prevention measures

c) Evidence of historic contamination (i.e. historical site investigation, assessment, remediation and verification reports (where available)

d) Has the applicant chosen to collect baseline reference data?
	Permit issued in 2009 was SRP. A SCR was not required at this time.

SCR was supplied for 2012 variation for additional permit area. SCR was accepted (confirmed in DD) but completed evaluation not recorded.

From Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:

The site was historically farm land with agricultural buildings that was developed and permitted in 2009 for use as an In Vessel Composting Operation initially before changing to an open windrow composting facility and waste transfer station in 2018. From commencement of operations the site worked in conjunction with NRW to ensure all necessary infrastructure was put in place and following a water pollution issue in 2013, have since ensured that all operations have been undertaken within buildings or on impermeable concrete surfaces with sealed drainage systems. There have been no instances of environmental pollution that have impacted on the land or groundwater since and there is no evidence of such events occurring.

	3.0 Permitted activities (Source)

	Has the applicant provided the following information as required by the application SCR template?
	Response 

	a) Permitted activities

b) Non-permitted activities undertaken at the site


	Permitted activities:

· 2009 SRP for composting

· 2012 variation to bespoke open windrow composting

· 2015 variation to add in vessel composting

· 2018 variation to add waste transfer activity and remove in vessel composting
No non-permitted activities.
From Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:

The site is permitted as an open windrow compost facility and a household and commercial waste transfer station. There are no unpermitted activities undertaken. Please refer to document reference Site Plan 1 that details where the respective operations are undertaken. The environmental risk assessment attached was considered as part of the permit variation in 2019 and is less than a year old. Operations have not changed, with the exception that the compost operation has now ceased.

	3.0(a) Environmental Risk Assessment (Source)

	The H1 environmental risk assessment should identify elements that could impact on land and waters, cross- referenced back to documents and plans provided as part of the wider permit application.


	Permit issued in 2009 was SRP. A SCR was not required at this time.

SCR was supplied for 2012 variation for additional permit area. SCR was accepted (confirmed in DD) but completed evaluation not recorded.

	3.0(b) Will the pollution prevention measures protect land and groundwater? (Conceptual model)

	Are the activities likely to result in pollution of land?
	From partially completed SCR evaluation in 2012:
Providing the site drainage is constructed in line with the proposals set out in the supporting information, and with the conditions set out in the Standard Permit, we do not have any further adverse comment to make.



	For dangerous and/or hazardous substances only, are the pollution prevention measures for the relevant activities to a standard that is likely to prevent pollution of land?
	n/a no dangerous or hazardous wastes ever permitted.


Variations

	4.0 Changes to the activities (Source)

	Have there been any changes to the following during the operation of the site?
	Response 

	a) Activity boundaries

b) Permitted activities

c) “Dangerous substances” used or produced


	a) Permit area increased in 2012 variation
b)
· 2012 variation to bespoke open windrow composting, extend site boundary and increase throughput

· 2015 variation to add in vessel composting (change treatment processes), include additional waste streams, increase the amount of waste permitted within the open windrow system and increase permitted area to include leachate storage tank

· 2018 variation to add waste transfer activity and remove in vessel composting

· 2019 variation to add recovery and disposal activity codes and treatment types to WTS, add EWC waste codes to Table S2.2 to WTS, increase the sites throughput to 35,000 tonnes per annum, remove references to biofilter.

c) n/a no dangerous substances
From Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:

During the lifetime of the permit there have been some changes to the permitted boundary and additional non hazardous waste streams have been added. In 2015, the permitted area was increased to include a storage tank and associated track and in 2018 the household and commercial waste transfer station activity was added. Please see attached Site Plan 2 that shows the extent of the change requested to the boundary’s.

The permitted activities have changed over the course of the permit with the addition of the household and commercial waste transfer station in 2018. The changes have been limited, starting in 2009 as an In Vessel Composting facility to allowing for open windrow composting in 2012. The former IVC operation ceased in 2018 with the open windrow composting finishing in 2020. All remaining permitted areas will come under the remit of the waste transfer station activity which remains.

No dangerous substances have been used or produced as a result of the permitted activities.



	5.0 Measures taken to protect land (Pathway)

	Has the applicant provided evidence from records collated during the lifetime of the permit, to show that the pollution prevention measures have worked?
	From Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:

From a review undertaken of the CAR forms during the period of the permitted operation, it is clear that the site has operated in line with its permit conditions with the exception of the incident in 2013, in cooperation with the Environment agency / NRW and undertaken its operations on an impermeable surface with sealed drainage systems. In the event that minor breaches have occurred (in the main these have related to odour issues), actions have been taken immediately to investigate and rectify the relevant issues. As a result no harm or pollution has resulted to the land or groundwater. Site diary records also indicate that the operations have been conducted in line with the relevant management system and permit conditions.

The site has been managed inline with its Environmental Management System and has exercised stringent duty of care procedures and checks at all times. This has ensured that only permitted waste has entered the facility. Since 2013, the site has not been issued with any notices or suspensions during the course of its operation and has complied with any action plans and site improvement plans when these have been suggested.  As a compost operation, the site has also operated under its PAS 100 certification, ensuring that the quality protocols for both material handling and operation have been followed at all times. This process and certification has also been independently audited on a yearly basis and the accreditation has always remained in place.

	6.0 Pollution incidents that may have impacted on land and their remediation (Sources)

	Has the applicant provided evidence to show that any pollution incidents which have taken place during the life of the permit and which may have impacted on land or water have been investigated and remediated (where necessary)?
	From Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:

Following a water pollution issue in 2013, have since ensured that all operations have been undertaken within buildings or on impermeable concrete surfaces with sealed drainage systems.
No other pollution incidents highlighted by the permit holder or site compliance officer.

	7.0 Soil gas and water quality monitoring

	Where soil gas and/or water quality monitoring has been undertaken, does this demonstrate that there has been no change in the condition of the land? Has any change that has occurred been investigated and remediated?
	n/a


At Permit Surrender
	8.0 Decommissioning and removal of pollution risk

	Has the applicant demonstrated that decommissioning works have been undertaken and that all pollution risks associated with the site have been removed? Has any contamination of land that has occurred during these activities been investigated and remediated?
	From Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:

All relevant waste materials and product have been removed from the site and disposed of in line with the management system and permit conditions.

Since November last year due to the reduced quantities received at this time of year plus, owing to the extremely wet conditions experienced over the winter, the usual small volumes were reduced further enabling all material to be kept undercover. This has had a beneficial impact on the lagoon which now only contains clean water from the run off from the roofs and associated drainage, rather than containing any leachate. This will remain the case going forward. NRW have received the quarterly waste returns that demonstrate the vast reduction in tonnages demonstrating that the material received could easily be kept undercover.

From site compliance officer 29/09/2020:

I visited the site last week and can confirm that all waste associated with the composting activity has been removed and the area has been left in a satisfactory state.

	9.0 Reference data and remediation 

	Has the applicant provided details of any surrender reference data that they have collected and any remediation that they have undertaken?
	n/a

	10.0 Statement of site condition 

	Has the applicant provided a statement, backed up with evidence, confirming that the permitted activities have ceased, decommissioning works are complete, and that pollution risk has been removed and that the land and waters at the site are in a satisfactory state? 
	From Cowbridge Compost Ltd - H5 Site Condition Report:

The site have ceased all the permitted activities connected with the open windrow composting. All relevant material has been removed, areas cleaned up any pollution risk has been removed. The land remains in a satisfactory condition with concrete, drainage and buildings in place. The remaining area will now transfer to the new company and remit of the waste transfer station as per Site Plan 2.

From site compliance officer 29/09/2020:

I visited the site last week and can confirm that all waste associated with the composting activity has been removed and the area has been left in a satisfactory state.


	Surrender SCR decision summary

	Sufficient information has been supplied to show that pollution risk has been removed and that the site is in a satisfactory state – accept the application to surrender the permit.

	Date and name of reviewer:

Louise Bailey 01/10/2020



