	WQ Permitting: Internal Consultation














[image: coloured logog jpeg.jpg][image: coloured logog jpeg.jpg]


	Permit Number:
	PAN-003833

	Applicant name:
	Mr John Rickards

	Site Address:
	Coed Cemlyn, Cemlyn Park, Penmaenmawr, LL34 6BP

	Discharge Point NGR:
	SH 72289 76705

	Respond by date:
	26/02/2019 (10 working days)

	Permitting Officer:
	Elliot Burge



Brief Description of proposal:

The applicant proposes to install a package treatment plant to treat a maximum of 3.6m3/day of sewage effluent and discharge it into an unnamed stream which reaches Conwy Bay after approximately 300m. The system will serve 6 3-bedroom houses which are not yet built. The proposal is within a sewered area.

Habitats Screening Report – Designations or protected species/habitats:

The screening report can be found on the DMS here.

There is a SAC and SPA within the relevant screening distance. A Form 1 will be completed and consulted on as necessary.


Risk Assessment Results (modelling or L1 Risk Assessment):

The discharge is under 5m3/day therefore no water quality modelling has been undertaken.

As the discharge is within a sewered area, a cost-benefit analysis has been completed and can be found on the DMS here, this document was completed in line with Operational Instruction 538_06 ‘Effluent Disposal in Sewered Areas’. I am proceeding with the determination based off environmental and cost justifications, if you have any feedback then please let me know.

Miscellaneous:




NRM Responses:

Environment Management comments:
I wish to object to this proposed discharge to the stream and would urge that the application is rejected. 

The development is within the sewered area and in terms of environmental sustainability, a connection to sewer is more sustainable. Allowing this site to have a permit to discharge when it’s this close to the sewer is morally wrong and goes against our stance on non-proliferation. 

I’m not surprised that the applicant’s plan for individual pumping stations per house were rejected by Dwr Cymru in favour of one pumping station. 

The paperwork around this application has thus far only considered the cost of connecting to sewer and location next to various conservation designations. The fact that the discharge would be into a stream immediately upstream of a designated bathing beach under the European Bathing Water Directive appears to have been totally overlooked. 

As the Senior Environment Officer within the North and Mid Wales Bathing Water virtual team I’m concerned about the development. 

A map has been forwarded to the permitting officer showing that the discharge would be within 144 metres of the beach and some 600 metres in total to the designated EC sampling point at low water. The distance would be less to the sampling point when the tide is in. 

Given that the discharge will contain the faecal indicator bacteria E.coli and Intestinal Enterococci, and is so close to the EC designated sampling point where these bacteria are sampled for, I have to object to the likely increase in bacterial levels that this discharge will cause.  

Penmaenmawr has achieved the Excellent standard under the Bathing Water Directive for the last two seasons. This is based on the average data for a 4 year period. The Intestinal Enterococci 95 percentile being 64, with the limit being 100. In other words it’s currently safely within the Excellent standard as compared to other such beaches. 

Being that the water quality achieves the Excellent standard, the beach currently has a Blue Flag.  

Given that it’s a new discharge rather than an existing discharge, the bacterial load from this discharge will be in addition to any background loading already there. The best approach would be for the discharge to go to sewer. The second and less favourable option would be for us to specify that the discharge had to have ultra violet disinfection installed on it. 

Obviously for a small private discharge the maintenance of the treatment plant is more of an issue than a discharge to sewer. The addition of ultra violet disinfection would be another layer of maintenance and one that could be potentially expensive for the operator to maintain long term. 

Obviously the installation of ultra violet disinfection could work initially, but what about long term? We need to keep the beach at a high standard from year to year in terms of low bacterial counts. 

I note that on DMS a Cost Benefit Analysis has been started. This needs to consider the addition of ultra violet disinfection as part of the process and consider the long-term maintenance costs associated with this additional treatment process. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to this, the applicant is known to us in NRM at a couple of previous building developments over the last 20 years. These have resulted in pollution incidents. We served a Section 59 notice for the removal of waste on the applicant at a site in Llanbedrog. Then there was a diesel spill at a site in Groeslon and problems with the sewage pumping station at the same estate in Groeslon. The pumping station kept breaking down again and again and the matter was only resolved when it got adopted early by Dwr Cymru as a known problem site.  

Officers name: Euryn Roberts, Senior Environment Officer
Date: 8th March 2019

Biodiversity comments:

N/A

Officers name:
Date:

Fisheries comments:

N/A

Officers name:
Date:

Conservation/Ecology Comments:




Officers name:
Date:

Internal Consultation Responses from other NRW Teams:


Water Quality Planning:

N/A

Officers name:
Date:



Geoscience Response:

N/A

Officers name:
Date:

Flood Risk Management:

N/A

Officers name:
Date:


	External Consultations sent to:
	Yes/No

	National Parks
	N

	Water Company regarding Drinking Water Protected Zone / SPZ1
	N

	Environmental Heath
	N




Any Permitting Responses:








Date:
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