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	Permit Number:
	NRWWIA170

	Applicant name:
	DCWW

	Site Address:
	Ystradfellte Reservoir, Powys, CF44 9JD

	Discharge Point NGR:
	SN 9455 1747

	Respond by date:
	10/09/2019

	Permitting Officer:
	Sion Sleep



Brief Description of proposal:
Works are being undertaken at the site to repair damage suffered in 2018 as a result of Storm Callum. The works include repairs to the downstream revetment, spillway, acess tracks and surface water drainage. To enable this work the reservoir level will be reduced by up to 2m below the weir level of the reservoir for the safety of the operatives onsite whilst the revetment and spillway works are being undertaken.

The scour valve will be opened at 10% for the initial drawdown, meaning the rate of discharge will be 2.1 m3/second, resulting in a total discharge of 438,000 cubic metres.

After the initial drawdown of 2m, there will only be further releases in response to any rainfall. From looking at previous consents, if a 1 in 10 year storm were to occur then the scour valve would open fully and a discharge of 6m3/second.

The discharge will consist solely of raw water and the discharge will be made to the Afon Dringarth. There have been several WIA consents at this site previously, please refer to their DMS folders here:

NRWWIA090
NRWWIA060
NRWWIA047

Habitats Screening Report – Designations or protected species/habitats:

We have re-used the screening report for the previous consents, this is still applicable as after checking MyMap, there are no additional designations. The risk screening report can be found on the DMS here.

I note that there have been no habitat assessment for previous consents, are we ok to proceed with no Appendix 4 or HRA? I feel these assessments are not necessary, due to the discharge only consisting of raw water, the environmental mitigation measures in place and also the distance (7.5km) to the boundaries of the SSSI and SAC.


Risk Assessment Results (modelling or L1 Risk Assessment):

N/A

Please see the environmental mitigation measures from previous consents (which still apply), linked non the DMS here.

Miscellaneous:

N/A

NRM Responses:

Environment Management comments:
The discharge of raw water from the reservoir should not result in a deterioration of Water Framework Directive quality in the downstream waterbody,(GB110058032420). Currently Invertebrate, Fish, and phosphate quality has been assessed as Good. Dissolved Oxygen, pH, Macrophytes and Diatoms have been assessed as High quality. 
If possible the release of raw water should be from a multi level drawdown to avoid releasing only deoxygenated, metal rich, water that will have accumulated in the lowest / deepest parts of the reservoir. Release of such water may result in the deposition of the soluble metal elements as the water is oxygenated, forming a sediment floc on the substrate of the waterbody downstream of the release. 
The release should be monitored for scour of bankside material in the downstream reach, not just in the immediate vicinity of the scour valve, so that the sustained increase in water levels does not result in a mobilisation of a large sediment load as this would affect fisheries quality in downstream reaches. 

Officers name: Kate Jenkins
Date: 10.09.2019

Biodiversity comments:

N/A

Officers name:
Date:

Fisheries comments:

N/A

Officers name:
Date:

Conservation/Ecology Comments:

HRA may be required depending on whether you consider that there are risks to water levels in the SAC Woodlands downstream. I assume that you are satisfied that this will not result in scour that might damage adjacent land supporting the woodland feature and high flows will benefit spray communities. Are you able to determine likely increase in water levels as a result of this discharge. I am merely asking the question as I cannot judge the likely effect on water levels

If felt no risks to land then I would not consider an Appendix 4 is required.

Officers name:Ken Perry
Date:6/9/19

Internal Consultation Responses from other NRW Teams:


Water Quality Planning:


N/A

Officers name:
Date:



Geoscience Response:

N/A


Officers name:
Date:

Flood Risk Management:


N/A

Officers name:
Date:


	External Consultations sent to:
	Yes/No

	National Parks
	N/A

	Water Company regarding Drinking Water Protected Zone / SPZ1
	N/A

	Environmental Heath
	N/A






Any Permitting Responses:

Response to EM comments:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thanks for your comments. Regarding the release of poor-quality water, there is reference to how Welsh Water will mitigate this in the linked document from previous applications. We will also relay your concerns to Welsh Water to ensure these measures are enforced. There will be a requirement for the operator to notify the NRM team 24 hours before any discharge occurs. If you would like any further assurances from Welsh Water please let me know ASAP as they wish to begin the activity on the 16th.

Response to conservation comments: 
Due to the significant distance between the discharge point and the designated site I believe that there is minimal risk of scouring occurring to the bankside as any energy will be dissipated. Welsh Water have ensured me that the release will only emulate natural flood conditions. Upon reading the core management plan, the sites designation is dependent on tree species which are not susceptible to fluvial influence. I therefore feel that the release should not have a significant effect on the protected fauna. 






Date: 11/09/2019
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