Natural Resources Wales permitting decisions

Bespoke Variation 


We have decided to grant the permit for Talybont-on-Usk Livestock Market operated by N J Castell Ltd
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The application number is PAN-007523
The permit number is EPR/BB3596ZH
The Permit regulates an existing discharge of wash down effluent from a livestock market yard. The market is only used for sheep and takes place once per week over Spring and Summer months. The yard is lined with hay for the sales which is removed before washing down. The wash down effluent is discharged to ground via a septic tank and soakaway, only clean water will be used to wash down the yard area. Clean rainfall related run off is diverted to a separate soakaway. The maximum daily discharge volume is 5m3 /day as per the ‘Wash Down Management System’ referenced in S1.2. 
We consider in reaching that decision we have taken into account all relevant considerations and legal requirements and that the permit will ensure that the appropriate level of environmental protection is provided.


Purpose of this document

This decision document:
· explains how the application has been determined
· provides a record of the decision-making process 
· shows how all relevant factors have been taken into account
· justifies the specific conditions in the permit other than those in our generic permit template.
Unless the decision document specifies otherwise we have accepted the applicant’s proposals.


Structure of this document

· Annex 1 the decision checklist

Annex 1: decision checklist 
This checklist should be read in conjunction with the Duly Making checklist.

	Aspect
	Justification / Detail
	Criteria met

	
	
	Yes

	Consultation

	Scope of consultation 
	The consultation requirements were identified and implemented.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 6 High Profile Sites, our Public Participation Statement and our Working Together Agreements.
	

	Responses to web publicising 
	No responses were received to the web publication.

	

	Operator

	Control of the facility
	We are satisfied that the applicant (now the operator) is the person who will have control over the operation of the facility after the grant of the permit.  The decision was taken in accordance with EPR RGN 1 Understanding the meaning of operator.

	

	European Directives

	Applicable directives 
	All applicable European directives have been considered in the determination of the application.

Water Framework Directive:
· This is an existing discharge, there are no previous incidents associated with the discharge and the adjacent WFD watercourse is designated ‘High’ for chemical and ecological status, as is the Groundwater WFD body
· Environment Officer who has visited site had no concerns with the proposal

	

	The site

	Extent of the site of the facility 
	A plan is included in the permit and the operator is required to carry on the permitted activities within the site boundary.


	

	Biodiversity, Heritage, Landscape and Nature Conservation and a designated site under the CRoW Act. 
	The application is within the relevant distance criteria of a site of heritage,  landscape or nature conservation, and/or protected species or habitat .

A full assessment of the application and its potential to affect the site has been carried out as part of the permitting process. We consider that the application will not affect the features of the site.

We have not formally consulted  on the application.  The decision was taken in accordance with our guidance. 

	

	Habitat Regulation Assessment for a designated site under the EU Habitats Directive
	No FORM 1 completed:

HRA is not required because there is no conceivable impact pathway to any Natura 2000/Ramsar site 

There is no mechanism for the groundwater discharge to impact on the designated features of the watercourse. The discharge is of small volume and the infiltration system is located >50m from the boundary of the river.
 
Furthermore, the discharge is existing (in situ since 1972) and the WFD classification for the watercourse (GB109056033000) is ‘High’ for Phys/Chem and Chemical parameters (as per the 2018 interim classification), thus demonstrating the discharge is having no effect on the watercourse. This is apparent as the levels of pollutants within the watercourse are within the JNCC Water Quality Targets.

 From checking the ‘Incidents’ layer on MyMap, there have also been no historical issues with the site, further demonstrated by a visit by an EO, where no effluent breakouts were observed, and the management of the septic tank and infiltration system was of a good standard.

The operator has a stringent management system in place to ensure the volume does not exceed 5 cubic metres per day and that maintenance is undertaken at regular intervals moving forward.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Environmental Risk Assessment and operating techniques

	Environmental risk
	We have carried out a risk assessment on behalf of the operator.  

The operator considers this risk assessment is satisfactory. 

The assessment shows that, applying the conservative criteria in our guidance on Environmental Risk Assessment or similar methodology supplied by the operator and reviewed by ourselves, all emissions may be categorised as environmentally insignificant.

	

	Operating techniques
	We have reviewed the techniques used by the operator and compared these with the relevant guidance notes. 

The proposed techniques / emission levels for priorities for control are in line with the benchmark levels contained in the TGN and we consider them to represent appropriate techniques for the facility. 

	

	The permit conditions

	Considerations of foul sewer

	We agree with the operators justification for not connecting to foul sewer.
	

	Operator Competence

	Environment Management System 
	There is no known reason to consider that the operator will not have the management systems to enable it to comply with the permit conditions.  The decision was taken in accordance with RGN 5 on Operator Competence.

	

	Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR)

	Considerations of SMNR - Compliance with our General Purpose
	We are satisfied that this decision is compatible with our general purpose of pursuing the sustainable management of natural resources in relation to Wales and applying the principles of sustainable management of natural resources”

	



Annex 2: Consultation, web publicising and newspaper advertising responses(delete as appropriate) 

Summary of responses to consultation, web publication and newspaper advertising(delete as appropriate) and the way in which we have taken these into account in the determination process.  (Newspaper advertising is only carried out for certain application types, in line with our guidance.)

	Response received from

	

	Brief summary of issues raised

	

	Summary of actions taken or show how this has been covered

	


[Repeat Table for each response]

Conditions where the consent of another person is required
Summary of responses received on proposed conditions and the way in which we have been taken these into account in the determination process:

	Response received from

	

	Brief summary of issues raised

	

	Summary of actions taken or show how this has been covered

	


[Repeat Table for each response]





5

	233_08_SD92
	
	
	Page 10 of 12



